
Sunday Church Service
The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Time: October 3, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time

Join us in person or go to the Parish Facebook page for the
online streaming link:
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/

Those attending in person are asked to wear masks,
regardless of vaccination status. We will not have a coffee
hour after mass.

You can link to this Sunday's bulletin here.

See Notes on This Week's Music at the end of this newsletter.

Dear Friends,

This past Sunday, our Gospel lesson reminded us that the
healing and transforming power of Jesus Christ is not
limited to a particular group of followers. John, one of
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Jesus’ disciples, noted that there were people outside the
circle of disciples who were healing in Jesus’ name, and he
wanted to stop them because “they were not following
us.”  Jesus responded by endorsing their work, and pointing
out that they too were carrying out the work of proclaiming
God’s new reign.

The story was a reminder for me of the temptation to draw
circles that are too small. In the past, it has been all too easy
to define the community of a parish as those who regulary
show up on a Sunday morning.  The pandemic, with all of its
challenges, has revealed a richness: we are made up of folks
who attend on a Sunday morning, and people who join us
from across the globe to worship and praise God
together. Some have been faithful members of the parish
who can no longer attend in person. Others are people just
discovering the opportunity of joining from a distance for
our praise and prayer.

The circle is much larger than we may have pictured in the
past, and that is good thing. If you join us online on
Sundays, thank you for being a part of St. Peter’s. And if you
join us in person, give thanks for all those surrounding us
who are with us in a new, and yet no less significant way.

Faithfully,

Fr. Tom

Blessing of the Animals This Sunday

After the 9 AM Mass on Sunday, October 3, Fr. Tom will
preside over the Blessing of the Animals outside the church.
You are welcome to bring a pet, a photo, or even a stuffed
animal for a brief service and blessing of each animal. The
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi is October 4th, and we join with
many other faith communities this coming Sunday to
remember and give thanks for the goodness of God’s
creation and the many ways that animals have blessed our
lives.



Maine Marathon This Sunday
Leave Extra Time if Coming to Church 

The Maine Marathon takes place on September 3, and some
roads around St. Peter's, including in Payson Park and
Ocean Avenue are closed or affected by the marathon. So
plan on some extra time in arriving at church!

Basic Anglicanism Course Continues Today

Basic Anglicanism, a four week course exploring the
history, liturgy, and polity of the Episcopal Church, meets
for the second time on Zoom this afternoon, September
30, at 4 PM. You do not need to have attended the first
class to join us today. The class is open to anyone wishing
to learn more about our heritage and practices. The Zoom
link is here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86301206019

September Vestry Meeting News

The vestry met on Zoom this past week and here is a
summary of decisions and news that was shared:

In person services will continue with current Covid-19
protocols in place, and we will continue to monitor and
respond to infection rates with the understanding that
ensuring safe health for all will guide our decisions. We also
understand that some persons may continue to worship
with us online for their health and safety.

Bishop Thomas J Brown will be making his visitation to St.

Peter’s on Sunday October 24th. As of now, we are still
planning for this to be an in person worship service.  

Harvest Home Weekend is October 23-24. Given the
importance of this celebration in the life of the parish, we

plan to decorate the church on Saturday the 23rd, even if it
will be simpler than in the past. There will not be a dinner
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on Saturday. We are pleased that the bishop will be joining
us for the Sunday mass that weekend.

We reluctantly decided not to hold the Christmas Fair this
year, given the current status with Covid-19.

Bob Sherwood and Anita Chandler were elected to be our
diocesan convention delegates. The convention will be held
on Zoom on October 23.

In financial and property matters, the vestry authorized
spending up to $3000 for removal of two diseased trees on
the church property, including one that is interfering with
Central Maine Power lines.  Also approved was replacement
of the rusted bulkhead of the church to prevent further
water leakage through the bulkhead, with an estimated cost
of $2600.  Treasurer Bob Simmons was authorized to
withdraw $10,000 from our investments to cover these
costs.  

Bob also reported that we are doing well budget-wise.
Pledges for 2021 were budgeted at $23,000 and as of the
end of August we have received $25,900. Loose offerings
and donations were budgeted at $1250, and so far we have
received $1,856.  The vestry is grateful for the generous
pledges and offerings that people have made this year!

The approved minutes from the August vestry meeting can
be found on the bottom of the vestry page of the website
here.

Looking Ahead

Harvest Home Weekend: October 23-24

Parish Visitation by Bishop Thomas J. Brown:
Sunday October 24
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Weekly Prayer List

Continue Prayers For Families and Friends.

https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/vestry-members/


For Members of the Parish:

John Gorham
Allison Schroth
Renee Lamb
Andrew Weeks
Barbara Vessey
Don Cady
Ann Marie Cady
Bob Sherwood
Mary Ann Hoy

For Families and Friends:

Rita Willis, Jane Noone's sister-in-law
Antoinette Holden, Mary Franklin's sister
Marc and Meredith Foster, son and daughter-in-law of Linda Foster
David Foster, son of Linda Foster
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Gail, friend of Bob Sherwood
Lisa, relative of Bob Sherwood
John & Martha Bicknell, Rick Cutts, Bob Sherwood's friends
Vicky Rand, Allison Schroth's daughter
David Willey & Peter Haskell, Allison Schroth's friends
Cathryn Buckley, Judy Howes' sister.
Harriet Ward, Allison Schroth's mother-in-law
Will Silva, friend of David and Dino Rice
Heather Tweedy, friend of David and Dino Rice

A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and
love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them
better things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

This Week's Music Notes (Oct. 3)

Forest Green, the tune featured in this morning's prelude and opening
hymn, is one of many traditional English folk songs which Ralph Vaughan
Williams adapted and harmonized for the English Hymnal of 1906.
Richard Purvis (1913-1994), the long-time organist of Grace Cathedral,
San Francisco, composed his setting of the tune while incarcerated in a
German prison camp during WWII.



 It's hard to imagine any "Blessing of the Animals" service concluding with
anything but "All Things Bright and Beautiful"! Cecil Frances Alexander--
the wife of the Anglican primate (chief bishop) of Ireland-- wrote this
hymn to assist children in learning portions of the Apostles’ Creed. This
hymn was to teach them, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth.” The sections of the refrain served as titles of the James
Herriot series of memoirs, based on the experiences of a country
veterinarian living and working in the Yorkshire Dales before and after
World War II.

Born in 1659, Henry Purcell was a child prodigy. He composed his famous
Birthday Ode for King Charles III at the age of 11, and at age 20, was
named organist of Westminster Abbey. In 1689, he played for the
coronation of William III and Mary II, and members of the overflow crowd
pressed large sums of money on the young virtuoso, earning a severe
reprimand from the (most likely) jealous Dean. This worthy gentleman
was forced to eat his words, however, when Purcell was summoned to the
court to receive "a generous purse of gold coins" from the Royal couple.
The exact cause of Purcell's all too early death in 1695 at age 36 has been a
cause of interesting conjecture. One theory suggests chocolate poisoning;
another blames his wife for locking him out of the house on a cold night
due to a marital squabble; and yet another states with certainty that he
was given arsenic by a bitter rival. A far more reasonable explanation is
tuberculosis. His remains were interred at the base of the organ case in
Westminster Abbey with the Royal family among the mourners.~HT  
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