The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 6, 2022
9:00 AM
Online Worship only
Time: February 6, 2022 9:00 AM Eastern Time
Join us by going to the Parish Facebook page for the online
service:
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/
The bulletin can be found here, and notes on this Sunday's
music can be found at the end of Key Notes.
We will not have a Zoom Coffee Hour this Sunday.
Dear Friends,
While we are still making our way through the pandemic, we
juggle the ways in which we meet. This Sunday, for example
we will live stream our service on Facebook, but we will not
be having a Zoom Coffee Hour. The Zoom Coffee Hour will
resume on February 13.

We yearn to be together and to see each other face to face.
In the meantime, please remember there are some tried and
true ways in which we can connect with one another.
Consider making a phone call to a parishioner you have not
seen in awhile, simply to find out how they are doing Or, sit
down and write a note to someone whom you have missed.
Think about how you feel when a handwritten card arrives
in your mailbox. I know it usually brings joy to my heart.
We can stay connected as the Body of Christ, sometimes
through the littlest of gestures. I pray that each of us will
find a way to be a blessing to another this week and in the
weeks to come.
Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Welcome to our New Sexton
The vestry is pleased to announce that we have hired a new
sexton. Donna Ciriello will be working at both the church
and Bethany House to keep our facilities clean. Donna
recently retired as the sexton for St. Luke’s Cathedral here
in Portland, so knows well the ways of churches. She has
agreed to help us out in this position as we look to long term
needs for the parish. Welcome Donna!

Pastoral News
and
Weekly Prayer List
We received the sad news this week that Dorothy (Dot)
Picard, longtime member of the parish, died on January 4
due to complications from surgery in December. Her
daughter Paula said that there are no plans at the moment
for a service, but a gathering may be arranged in the spring

or summer.
Terry Holden, brother-in-law of of Mary Franklin, died
last week. Please pray especially for his two daughters, who
have bid farewell to both their father and their mother,
Antoinette Holden (Mary's sister) in the last few weeks.
Pray for the repose of these souls:
Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but
life everlasting.

Prayers For Families and Friends
Barbara Vessey
Jeanne Dale, cousin of Lorna Blackmer
Alan Pohlman, Lorna Blackmer's daughter's brother-in-law
Charles Reeder, friend of the Gorhams
Carleton Winslow, friend of St. Peter's

If you wish to add persons to the prayer list, please send an
email by clicking here or leave a message on the church
phone voicemail: 775-1179.
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your neverfailing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing
that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or
pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

Notes on This Sunday's Music
Born in Venice 336 years ago last month, Antonio Vivaldi
ranks among the most important composers of the Baroque
period. Ordained a priest in 1703, he was appointed music

director at a girls' orphanage called
the Pio Ospedale della Pietà which maintained an elaborate
music program. For his talented--and internationally
celebrated--young performers, Vivaldi composed a large
body of choral and instrumental music, much of which was
rediscovered during the 20th century and is now performed
widely.
Our sequence hymn, "They Cast Their Nets In
Galilee," while not unknown at St. Peter's, may benefit from
a few words of background commentary. Set to a tune by the
famed organist of St. Bartholomew's Church, NYC, David
McK. Williams, the text is by the southern "planter, lawyer,
poet," William Alexander Percy. Our gospel lesson will
recount for us the calling of fishermen into the fold of the
disciples of Jesus: Simon Peter, James and John. They
became, probably, the closest followers and friends of our
Lord. But they were ordinary people of the time: fisherfolk,
accustomed to making a living in uncertain, and hardworking ways.
Though we tend to think of “fishing" as a peaceful and
leisurely recreation, true fishermen know it is hard work.
Those who must make a living from fishing understand that
their livelihood depends upon random weather, equipment
repaired over and over again, and the vagaries of where fish
might be...not to mention the perils of the often
foreboding sea.
Fishermen serve, therefore, as symbols for all of us. The first
followers of Jesus were regular people, making a regular
living, praying for the peace of God. That peace was often
accompanied by strife, but through faith, they believed it
was worth it.
Dietrich Buxtehude, arguably the most significant German
organ composer and performer before Bach, was
organist of the Marienkirche in Lubeck where his splendid
playing and famous evening concerts on the five Sundays
before Christmas made the city a Mecca for visitors. The
young Bach tramped 200 miles on foot to visit the aged
master, and, as he recalled rather quaintly, "To listen to him

and to study this and that in his art." ~HT
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