
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Minutes 
April 24, 2023 

 

Present: Fr Tom Mousin, Senior Warden Anita Chandler, Junior Warden Wayne Franklin, 
Treasurer Bob Simmons, Clerk Cindy Sherwood, Vestry Members: Tom Ainsworth, Lorna 
Blackmer, Judy Howes, Patty Lamb, Toby Goodyear, Allison Schroth, Linda Foster, Thora 
Easton, Jessie Vega. 

Guest: Janene Gorham 

The Vestry meeting was via Zoom teleconference.  
 

Opening Prayer 

Caring/Sharing 

Approve March minutes: Approved 

MISSION and MINISTRY REPORTS 

St. Elizabeth’s Partnership (Anita Chandler):  
Very pleased with the group from St. Peters that volunteered in April.  St. Elizabeth’s continues 
to look for donations of pots/pans/kitchen items; linens (bed/bath) and cash is always 
welcome.  

 

Creation Care (Janene Gorham): 
Would like a designated area to be able to post materials. Herb Garden project slated for May;  
Eco Maine tour scheduled for June 15th; seed packets still available. 

Aging With Grace (Fr. Tom): 
Have committed to a monthly meeting via Zoom, and looking to have some in person meetings.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Camera System (Bob Simmons):  
Still working on the new system with a goal to use the new setup this coming Sunday. 

Follow Through on “Why Are We Here?” (Fr. Tom): 
Father shared answers to the question that were provided last month, some additions were 
made.   
*2nd or 3rd  Sunday in May will plan to share with the Parish for input. 



Directory Update (Bob Simmons):  
Completed.  Will be made available electronically. 

Development of Vestry Norms (Fr. Tom): 
*Still need to meet with a subgroup.  The details of the meeting are TBD. 

Plans for Renovation of Altar Area (Fr. Tom and Bob Simmons): 
The committee has defined a plan. 
*The committee will meet one more time (TBD) before presenting to parish. 
*Plan to present to parish on May 3rd.  

Safe Church Training for the Vestry Update  (Fr. Tom): 
Many have completed the required modules.  Some need to complete a couple of the modules 
and there are others that need to complete the training on their own. 

Wayne reviewed the Diocese of Massachusetts plan and will forward to Fr. Tom and Tom 
Ainsworth for review.  We need to ensure that as we develop our plan, we are in step with our 
own Diocese plan and loop in appropriate contacts. 

Insurance Checklist (Bob Simmons):  
Committee met to complete the checklist.  Some items found that will need to be addressed by 
fall. 
Playground: It has been determined that the playground on our property is no longer safe.   
This was donated in memory of Andrea Sherwood.  Vestry decided on some options for moving 
forward:   
  -Remove the structure completely 
  -Make repairs to the structure at an estimated cost of several hundred dollars 
  -Possibility of donating the metal structure (which is sturdy) to a local Montessori school or 
other City of Portland space who would be interested.  
 
*Since the playground was in memoriam, Cindy Sherwood will contact Jessie Sherwood Nault to 
discuss the current state of the structure and the options above.  Cindy will report back to the 
vestry with the outcome of the discussion and any decision from Jessie.  

Sunday Minister Rota: Crucifer/Eucharistic Minister/Ushers: 
*June 10, 9am is scheduled for all who participate in these roles to do a service walkthrough to 
firm up the standards and ensure all are on the same page with procedures. 
*In the future, we need to look at developing an Usher schedule 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Narcan availability at the church:  
Vestry agreed that this would be beneficial to have Narcan available and approved moving 



forward on a grant that Bob Simmons had worked on.  Bob will submit the grant.  
Other topics resulted from this conversation: 
-Narcan should be located with the AED  
-Training will be required (key people TBD) 
-Some concern with the lock on the handicapped bathroom in the event that a person was not 
conscious and needed aid.  Also questioned the impacts of the door opening in and whether it 
would prohibit easy access to a person who may have collapsed on the floor.   Agreed to look 
into options for a different type of lock. 

Request to change restroom signage: 
Vestry agreed to change the signage on the handicapped restroom to be generic/ gender 
neutral and to simply identify it as ‘Restroom’.  

 

 

REPORTS 

Treasurer’s Operations Reports (Bob Simmons): Reviewed 
 
Fidelity Investments Report (Bob Simmons): Reviewed 

Junior Warden (Wayne Franklin) : 
-Annual Paper Drive in May 
-5/6, Saturday, will be swapping out windows and a little bit of yardwork will be done 
-Our Sexton, Bruno, and his wife have a new baby! The Executive Committee approved a 
Hannaford Gift Card  
-Acknowledged that Rodney Richard built a new crucifix stand 
-Mentioned that Rodney has gone out of his way to step-up and make young people welcome. 
-Notified that there are ants in the ladies room 
-Wayne and Bob put 15-18 bags of leaves at the curb for pickup by the city! 

Senior Warden (Anita Chandler): 
Portland Female Charitable Society has monies to provide to individuals from 
Portland…..connect with Anita for more information. 

Rector (Fr. Tom) 

• Looking Ahead: Pastoral Relationship Beyond 12/31/23 
-Fr. Tom expressed his willingness to commit beyond 12/31/23 and would like to 
consider a year by year basis.  We will have further discussions about what the 
agreement would look like and define the structure.  

• Sunday Worship Update 
• Compline Update 



• May Weekly Class: Teach Us To Pray:  
-Likely a Zoom meeting on a Friday….more info to come, specifics TBD 

• April 26-29: Attending Bishop Spouse Retreat in Nashville 
• April 30-May 2: Attending Diocesan Clergy Conference at Schoodic Point. 

CALENDAR   

APRIL 
     Sunday April 30 (Fifth Sunday) Morning Prayer Fr. Tom away 

MAY 
     Sunday May 7th: Breakfast 
     Tuesday May 9th: St. Elizabeth’s Volunteer Day 
      Tuesday May 16th: Aging With Grace Zoom Gathering at 4:00 PM 
      Monday May 15th: Vestry Meeting 
     Sunday May 28th: Feast of Pentecost 

JUNE 

     Sunday June 4TH: Breakfast 
     Saturday June 10th: Sunday Minister Meeting at 9:00 AM; Yard; Lawn Cleanup at 10:30 AM 
     Saturday June 10th: Regional Confirmation and Reception Service at St. Alban’s,  
     Cape Elizabeth at 3:00 PM 
     Tuesday June 13th: St. Elizabeth’s Volunteer Day 
     Sunday June 18th: Vacation Sunday for Fr. Tom 
     Monday June 26th: Vestry Meeting 

Harvest Home Dinner on Saturday October 21 
Sunday October 22, 2023: Harvest Home Sunday and visitation of Bishop Brown 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Sherwood 
Parish Clerk 

 


