
 

This Sunday:
The Third Sunday of Advent

Gaudete Sunday
December 17, 2023

9:00 AM
Holy Eucharist

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to the Parish Facebook page for the
online service:
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/

The worship leaflet can be found here.

The Song of Praise, "Why is it so?" can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

Sunday Morning Ministers:
Eucharistic Minister: David Savage
Crucifer: Steve Koskinen
Lector: Jan Tracy

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/worship/
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Why-is-it-so-St-Clement.pdf


Usher: Anita Chandler
Coffee Hour Hosts: Colette Desjardins and Janene Gorham

Music Notes for this Sunday are found at the end of Key
Notes.

Dear Friends,

The third Sunday of Advent is often referred to as Gaudete
Sunday. In the midst of the reflective season of Advent, we
take a moment to anticipate the joy of Christ's birth. The
Latin word Gaudete means "rejoice."

I know that as we approach Christmas with all of the
invitations to express joy, we do not always feel ready to do
so. Whether it is personal anxieties and concerns, or an
awareness of the many crises that so many people face
around the world, we may not feel we have reason to rejoice.

In his letter to the church in Thessalonica, a portion of
which we will hear this Sunday, Paul encourages the
community to "rejoice always." He encouraged them to do
so not denying the reality of the word, but rather because of
his confidence that when we trust in the power of the Spirit,
we can "hold fast to everything that is good and abstain from
the power of evil."

Hold fast to everything that is good. I look forward to
greeting you Sunday with joy, a joy that equips us to hold on
to all that is good in this broken, beautiful, precious world in
which we live.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

The Gift of An Advent Wreath

St. John's Episcopal Church in Brownville Jct. has presented
St. Peter's with a beautiful Advent wreath holder that once
hung in their church. While we did not hang it in the chancel



this Advent, it has made a lovely centerpiece for our coffee
hours in the undercroft.

The vestry at St. John's thought that St. Peter's would be an
appropriate new home for the Advent wreath, given that
both parishes have their roots in the railroad lines that
traversed the state of Maine. Brownville Jct. came into
existence when the Canadian Pacific Railway built the
International Railway of Maine as part of its
transcontinental railroad. St. Peter's was founded as a
mission parish by Bishop Codman in part to serve
immigrants from Canada and England who worked for the
Grand Trunk Railway. We are grateful to the people of St.
John's for this gift.

Youth Service Corps Meets this Sunday
December 17th

The next Youth Service Corps gathering is this Sunday
December 17th. Those attending will meet at Marden's in
Scarborough at noon - where winter clothing will be
purchased for Maine Needs. After delivering the clothing to
Maine Needs on Forest Ave., the group will share pizza.

Aging With Grace Zoom Gathering on
December 20



Aging With Grace, our monthly Zoom gathering, will take
place on Wednesday December 20th at 3 PM. We gather
once a month to talk about the blessings and challenges of
growing older, and how our faith sustains us on this part of
our life's journey. We always welcome new people to the
conversation! The Zoom link is here.

Christmas Flowers

Every year, the church is adorned with flowers to celebrate
Christmas. If you wish to make a donation in memory of or
in honor of loved ones, there are several ways you can do so.
There will be a form at church this Sunday which you can fill
out. You can also go to our website here, and provide the
information, and submit a donation later in church or by
mail. Donations of any amount are welcome. However you
choose to do so, let us make our house “fair as able” to
celebrate Christ’s birth. Information needs to be received by
December 18th to be included in the Christmas bulletins.

We have heard from 33 individuals or families who
have pledged a total of $45,3600. Thank you for this
generous increase in pledges! If you have not yet made a
pledge, and wish to do so, you can find pledge forms at
church or here.

Vestry Meets on Monday December 18 at 6:30
PM
 The vestry meets for its December meeting on Monday
December 18 at 6:30 PM on Zoom. If you wish to join us,

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83847210690
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/flower-and-sanctuary-lamp-donations/
https://files.constantcontact.com/1baf561d001/e2fc8db3-a2dd-442e-8adb-146c667f308a.pdf


the Zoom link is here.

Annual Meeting Date Set for January 21

Our annual meeting of the parish will take place after the
Sunday mass on January 21. Please do plan to attend. If you
are a church officer or leader of a ministry, please plan to
submit your report for the Annual Meeting report. The
rector will be sending our reminders soon to those who are
asked to submit reports, but it is not too early to start.

Looking Ahead

Third Sunday of Advent: December 17, with coffee
hour to follow the mass.

December Vestry Meeting on Zoom on Mon. Dec. 18
at 6:30 PM

Aging With Grace Gathering on Zoom: December
20th at 3:00 PM

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 24, with coffee
hour to follow the mass.

Christmas Eve Service on Sunday Dec. 24th at 7:00
PM

Christmas Day Mass on Monday Dec. 25th at 9:00
AM

Lessons and Carols Service on Sun. Dec. 31st at
9:00 AM

Compline Link

Join us for the Compline Prayer Service on Zoom on
Wednesday, December 20.

Here is the service for Compline.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84781485643


 The Zoom link is here.

Liturgical Rota for December

December 17
Eucharistic Minister: David Savage
Crucifer: Steve Koskinen
Lector: Jan Tracy
Usher: Anita Chandler
Coffee Hour Hosts: Colette Desjardins and Janene Gorham

December 24: 9 AM Mass
Eucharistic Minister: Tom Ainsworth
Crucifer: Wayne Franklin
Lector: Emily Keniston
Usher: Bob Simmons
Coffee Hour Hosts: Bring a holiday treat from home!

December 24: Christmas Eve
To be scheduled

December 31
Eucharistic Minister: Lenita Richard
Crucifer: Fred Fowler
Lector: Anita Chandler
Usher: Anita Chandler
Coffee Hour Hosts: Lorna Blackmer and Jane Noone

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and
Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Steve Secord
Diane Dalton
Judy Howes

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83683969024
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83683969024


David and Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Janene Gorham
Linda Foster

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha and Steve Gagliardi, friends of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Brenda Pappalardo, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Sharon Bay, family member of Ann Bay
Fuji Sprott, friend of David and Dino Rice
Ray Ruel, family member of Jane Noone
Patty Libby, friend of Allison Schroth
Eleanor Keniston, granddaughter of Tom Ainsworth
Steve Garnett, friend of Cindy Sherwood

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or

Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing
that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or
pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

MUSIC NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY



When the English priest John Chandler--one of the most
successful translators of hymns from Latin--translated "On
Jordan's Bank The Baptist's Cry," he thought that it was a
medieval work. Not so: it was by Charles Coffin, a
distinguished French scholar of the 16th century who served
as the director of the University of Paris. No matter: both
the original and the translation memorably recall John the
Baptist's announcement of Christ's advent and his own call
to the people of Israel to repent and prepare for his coming.

The tune Kingsfold is a folk tune that is set to multiple texts
in England and Ireland and is believed by some scholars to
date back to the middle ages. It was first notated by Ralph
Vaughan Williams (1872–1958), one of the best-known
composers of the 20th century. Its name comes from the
small town of Kingsfold in Surrey, England, where Williams
first heard it. The tune was published in 1893 but was
introduced as a fully harmonized hymn tune by Vaughan
Williams in 1906 in The English Hymnal. Its forward-
moving rhythm provides a felicitous musical setting for
Father Tom's powerful and timely 2023 Advent poem, "By
Advent's light we hope to see." The tune itself embodies
hope!

 Picardy--the tune to which Let All Mortal Flesh Keep
Silence is commonly sung--originated in 17th century
France as a carol. It was harmonized and included in The
English Hymnal of 1906 by Ralph Vaughan Williams. The
text is part of one of the oldest liturgies in the Christian
Church, and is commonly attributed to St. James, the
brother of Jesus.

Phillip Doddridge (1702-1751) was born in London, the
youngest of 20 children (perhaps not surprisingly, after this
Herculean undertaking, his parents died when Phillip was
still a young boy). His intelligence was apparent from the
start, and although virtually penniless, he received help and
encouragement from several influential benefactors. A
prolific writer, his The Rise and Progress of Religion in the
Soul was translated into seven languages. Doddridge wrote



nearly 400 hymns, of which "Hark! The Glad Sound! The
Savior Comes" is still widely sung in Anglican churches
during Advent.

David N. Johnson (1922-87) was both a virtuoso organist
and a much honored teacher. A graduate of the Curtis
Institute of Music in Philadelphia, he served as head of the
music department at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN
before becoming a professor at the University of Arizona.
Concurrently, he was organist at Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix,
where he composed a large number of organ and choral
works, many of which are still performed widely. ~HT 

Mary Sullivan, our resident soloist, will be with us
on Christmas Eve at 7 PM. ~HT
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