
 

This Sunday:
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

January 28, 2024
9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to the Parish Facebook page for the
online service:
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour and brunch after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers
Eucharistic Ministers: Janene Gorham and Myrna Koonce
Crucifer: Tom Ainsworth
Lector: Anika Hickey
Usher: Cindy Sherwood
Coffee Hour Hosts: The Hickey Family

Music Notes for this Sunday are found at the end of Key
Notes.

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/1.28.24-St.-Peters-Worship-Leaflet.pdf


Dear Friends,

I wrote last week that Annual Meeting is more than “just a
meeting.” Indeed, as we finished our gathering last Sunday,
we knew we were part of a celebration. We looked back with
gratitude on all we have done in 2023, and there is a
palpable sense of excitement as we enter 2024 and discover
where God is leading this parish.

A tradition at St. Peter’s is that those who wish to become
voting members of the parish sign the book that includes the
Articles of Association for the parish. We are glad to
welcome five new members: Kathleen McCormick,
Jonathan McCormick, David Savage, Emily
Keniston, and Garrett Keniston.

We also had a chance to welcome new vestry members,
David Savage, Lentia Richard, and Kathleen
McCormick, who will be serving as clerk. Current vestry
members Jessie Vega, Lorna Blackmer, and Allison
Schroth were reelected to serve new terms. And, Allison
Schroth and Anita Chandler were reelected to serve as
dioscean convention delegates.

We were able to say “thank you” to Cindy Sherwood, who
completed her term as clerk of the vestry, but not before
taking minutes for our annual meeting. She has ably kept us
on track as a vestry, reminding us in the minutes of the
commitments we make.

Many other ministries and ministers were mentioned, and
details of course are in our annual report booklet. It is
available at church if you did not get one last Sunday. And if
you would like one mailed to you, please let me know and
we will be glad to do that – either electronically or in the
regular mail.

Thank you to all who contribute to our parish life. As I said
on Sunday, it is a privilege and pleasure to serve with you.



Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Current Needs at St. Elizabeth's

Donations of dental hygiene products - toothpaste, floss and
toothbrushes are especially needed at the Pantry. These
donations, along with bed and kitchen linens, and as always
winter coats, can be placed in the undercroft for delivery to
the pantry. Thank you!

Looking Ahead

St. Elizabeth's Volunteer Morning: Tues. Feb. 13th
at 8:30 AM

Ash Wednesday is February 14
Our primary service will be at noon, with the
imposition of ashes offered. We may be able to offer ashes at
a later evening service as well - stay tuned for details.

Youth Service Corps: Rescheduled for Sunday
February 25
Due to the holiday weekend, the group will meet on the
fourth Sunday of the month in February.



Compline Link

Join us for the Compline Prayer Service on Zoom on
Wednesday, January 31.

Here is the service for Compline.

 The Zoom link is here. This link will be the same through
February 14.

Sunday Minister Rota for January

January 28
Eucharistic Ministers: Janene Gorham and Myrna Koonce
Crucifer: Tom Ainsworth
Lector: Anika Hickey
Usher: Cindy Sherwood
Coffee Hour Hosts: The Hickey Family

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and
Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Steve Secord
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Linda Foster
Fred Fowler

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha and Steve Gagliardi, friends of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84781485643
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83683969024
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83892263863


Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Brenda Pappalardo, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Sharon Bay, family member of Ann Bay
Fuji Sprott, friend of David and Dino Rice
Steve Garnett, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Sally, friend of Cindy Sherwood
David Turner, friend of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or

Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing
that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or
pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

MUSIC NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The great Belgian organist Flor Peeters (1903-86) served as
director of the Royal Flemish Conservatory in Antwerp.
His Aria, which features a beguiling melody accompanied
by modal harmonies, was written in 1945, immediately
following the end of WWII.



"How Firm A Foundation" is a hymn so well known and
loved that Andrew Jackson requested it as he lay on his
deathbed, and Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson
both asked that it be sung at their funerals. It was sung on
Christmas morning, 1898, by American troops
engaged in the Spanish-American war, and since it was
popular in both north and south during the Civil War,
Robert E. Lee, like T.R. and Wilson, asked that it be sung at
his funeral. The exact origin of the rousing tune is unknown,
but it first appeared in the collection called The Sacred
Harp, published in 1844.

Anglican priest and professor Edward Hayes Plumptre
(1821-1891) composed “Rejoice, ye pure in heart” as a
processional hymn for a choir festival in one of England’s
majestic places of worship, Peterborough Cathedral.

Plumptre was a distinguished scholar of his day. After
serving as a clergyman, he became chaplain and professor of
New Testament Studies at King’s College, London,
and later, dean of Queen’s College, Oxford. His most
prominent position as a clergyman was that of dean of Wells
Cathedral.

Of the original 11 stanzas, only five or six appear in most
hymnals. 19th century Anglican cathedral processions often
lasted a half hour or more, and even 11 stanzas would
probably have proven inadequate...in which case, the hymn
would be repeated as necessary.

While "Rejoice, ye pure in heart" is generally popular across
denominational lines, Carlton Young, editor of The UM
Hymnal, found it less than worthy, and noted that only the
robust tune "saves  a maudlin hymn from its deserved place
in hymnic obscurity.”

Dr. Young's opinion of the quality of this
text notwithstanding, we at St. Peter's can be grateful to be
spared from 30-minute processionals in worship!

Gustav Merkel: Here’s a name that would stump the most



musically literate! There has been little recognition of the
organ works by Gustav Merkel (1827-1885), though he was
one of the great organ virtuosos of his time and
place: Dresden, Germany, where he became organist of the
Kreuzkirche (Lutheran Church of the Holy Cross) and
professor of organ at the city’s conservatoire for the last
quarter-century of his life. Dresden was something of a
mecca for aspiring musicians, and many Americans of the
period spent time there, and a lucky few were able to study
organ and/or composition with the great Merkel
himself.~HT
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