
 

Holy Week and Easter Services
at St. Peter's

Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist
March 28 at 7:00 PM

The service will include the rite of foot washing for those
who wish to participate. The service will be live streamed on
our Facebook Page, and the worship leaflet can be found
here.

Good Friday Service
March 29 at 7:00 PM

The service will be live streamed on our Facebook Page, and
the worship leaflet can be found here.

The Great Vigil of Easter
March 30 at 7:00 PM
St. Luke's Cathedral

143 State Street, Portland
Episcopal parishes from the Portland area gather for this
first celebration of Easter. Fr. Tom will be the preacher at
this service. More information, including a link to the live
stream of the service, can be found at the cathedral's
website here.

https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/3.28.24-MaundyThursday-St.Peters.pdf
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/3.29.24-Good-Friday-St.-Peters.pdf


Easter Holy Eucharist
March 31, 2024

9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to the Parish Facebook page for the
online service:
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass. If you wish,
please bring something to share at the coffee hour.

This Sunday's Ministers:
Eucharistic Minister: Myrna Koonce and Janene Gorham
Verger: David Savage
Acolytes: Clayton Hickey and Marya Hickey
Thurifer: Ava Keniston
Boatbearer: Meredith Keniston
Crucifer: Tom Ainsworth
Lector: Wayne Franklin
Usher: Bob Simmons
Coffee Hour Hosts: Parishioners are invited to bring sweets
and savories.

MUSIC NOTES for this Sunday can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

I know it was a disappointment for so many of us not to be
able to gather for our Palm Sunday celebration. A few of us
who did have power were able to gather on Zoom, and a few
people even made it to church, though the building was
without power. We are grateful to Chris Hickey, who was
able to get the heat on with a generator so that the building

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport/
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/3.31.24Easter-St.-Peters.pdf


stayed warm without any danger of frozen pipes.

We are in the midst of Holy Week, with much still to come,
and I hope you will read the information below about what
each service will involve. Also, the palms were blessed on
Sunday, and will be available at the church for those of you
who wish to take them home with you.

I look forward to these moving services, and to our great
celebration on Easter morning. May God be with you and
bless you in this holy time.

Faithfully,

Fr. Tom

A Few more Words About Our Holy Week and
Easter Observances

Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday, we commemorate the establishment
of the Lord's Supper, which Jesus invited his followers to
observe in remembrance of him. In St. John's gospel, we are
told that Jesus invited his followers to observe another
tradition in remembrance of the way in which he loved
them: to wash one another's feet.

At our service this evening, we will have representatives of
the parish wash one another's feet, by simply pouring some
water from a pitcher onto the feet of another and then gently
wiping them with a towel. There will also be an invitation
for any who wish to have their feet washed or to wash
another's feet to do so. If you think you might want to
participate, please plan to wear shoes and socks that you can
easily slip on and off.

We will, of course, also then partake in sacrament of Holy
Communion.

The service ends with the stripping of the altar, reminding
us of the desolation that Jesus would face when he went to



the cross. The reserved sacrament from the Tabernacle will
be brought to an Altar of Repose. Reminding us of the time
Jesus spent in the Garden of Gethsemane, we will be invited
to remain in prayer at the end of the service and to leave in
silence.

Good Friday
The Prayer Book Service invites us to contemplate Jesus'
suffering on the cross and our own complicity in the
brokenness of the world. While it is traditional to hear the
Passion Narrative from St. John's Gospel at this service, we
will instead hear a narrative rendition from St. Mark's
Gospel, which was originally planned for Palm Sunday.

The Good Friday Offering

Since 1922, the Good Friday offering has been an effective
way for Episcopalians to express their support for the
ministries of the three dioceses of the Province of Jerusalem
and the Middle East. When Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
met with the Rev. Canon Faiz Basheer Jerjes of St. George’s
Anglican Episcopal Church in Baghdad—the only Anglican
church in Iraq, last spring, Fr. Faiz asked one thing of our
church: “Please don’t forget us.”

​This year, our support is more vital than ever. "I assured
him that we would not forget—and I need your help to
honor that pledge, not only to him, but to the whole
Anglican Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East, which
we have supported through the Good Friday Offering for
over a century, through conflict, pandemic, and
humanitarian disasters," writes Presiding Bishop Curry. You
can read the rest of the letter, learn how to make an
offering, and learn about an online concert being offered on
Good Friday here. You can also make an offering at the
Good Friday service at church.

Trinity Church on Forest Ave. invites us to participate in an
outdoor Stations of the Cross service on Good Friday,
walking through the neighborhood of their parish. The walk

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/good-friday-offering/


is about two miles long, and folks are invited to gather at
Trinity at noon.

Holy Saturday
The Altar Guild will be gathering on Saturday at 9 AM to
polish and prepare all of our communion vessels and other
brass in preparation for Easter. We welcome any who wish
to join us. We will first gather at 9 AM upstairs for the brief
and lovely Holy Saturday service from the Prayer Book.

Flowers in memory of loved ones have been ordered, and
folks will be arranging them on Saturday morning at the
church. Many of them will be traditional lillies. If you have
colorful potted blooms, such as tulips, hyacinths, or
daffodils, please feel free to bring them by to the church on
Saturday morning between 9 and 11. to add to the floral
splendor. You can then bring them home after our Easter
mass on Sunday morning.

The Great Vigil of Easter
Parishioners and clergy from area Episcopal parishes will
gather at St. Luke's Cathedral at 7 PM for this dramatic
service. Beginning in darkness, we will hear of God's
redeeming work through several readings from the Old
Testament before hearing the first proclamation of Christ's
resurrection. Our rector will be preaching at the service, and
all are welcome.

Easter Day
On this great day of celebration, we will have special music
with our resident soloist, Mary Sullivan, incense, and joyful
songs of praise. If you have any kind of small hand bells at
home, bring them and ring them every time we sing
"Alleluia" in a hymn.

Did you color in and "bury" an Alleluia banner at the
beginning of Lent? If so, please bring it with you to church
on Sunday and place on one of the tables at coffee hour to
remind us of why on this Sunday we join again in singing
and shouting that glad word of praise



Coffee hour is always a festive and celebratory gathering on
Easter morning. If you would like, please bring an Easter
treat to share at the coffee hour table - whether sweet or
savory.

Vestry Highlights

The vestry met on March 25th and heard reports from our
various ministries. We are continuing to discuss the
possibility of a capital campaign, and a committee will be
meeting next week to explore the need and appropriate
goals.

Work is continuing on the exterior stone walls of the church.
When the staging is set up by the large stained glass window
facing Alton St, we will also be able to initiate repairs on
that window.

A cleanup day for the church yard is tentatively being
scheduled for the first Saturday in June. Watch for details
and a specific time and date.

Bible Study on the Books of Acts Planned for
Next Month

Join others in reflecting on the Book of Acts during the
Easter season. Myrna Koonce, our Postulant Intern, will be
leading a weekly Zoom gathering focusing on the Book of
Acts. It is an appropriate text to be studying as we celebrate
the Great Fifty Days of Easter. The group will meet on Zoom
on Thursday evenings at 7 PM for five weeks, beginning on
Thursday April 11th. Look for the Zoom connection in next
week's Key Notes.

Compline Link

Join us for the Compline Prayer Service on Zoom on
Wednesday, April 3rd.



Here is the service for Compline.

 The new Zoom link, which will be good through May 15th is
here.

Sunday Minister Rota for March and April

March 31 Easter
Eucharistic Minister: Myrna Koonce and Janene Gorham
Verger: David Savage
Acolytes: Clayton Hickey and Marya Hickey
Thurifer: Ava Keniston
Boatbearer: Meredith Keniston
Crucifer: Tom Ainsworth
Lector: Wayne Franklin
Usher: Bob Simmons
Coffee Hour Hosts: Parishioners are invited to bring sweets
and savories.

April 7
Eucharistic Ministers: TBD and Myrna Koonce
Crucifer: Wayne Franklin
Lector: TBD
Usher: Tom Ainsworth
Coffee Hour Hosts: Anita Chandler, Patty Lamb, and Bob
Simmons

April 14
Eucharistic Ministers: Janene Gorham and Myrna Koonce
Crucifer: Fred Fowler
Lector: TBD
Usher: Anita Chandler
Coffee Hour Hosts: Mary and Wayne Franklin

April 21
Eucharistic Ministers: David Savage and Myrna Koonce
Crucifer: Garrett Keniston
Lector: TBD
Usher: Cindy Sherwood

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84781485643
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83683969024
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88205476279


Coffee Hour Hosts: Judy Howes and Janene Gorham

April 28
Eucharistic Minister: Myrna Koonce
Crucifer: Tom Ainsworth
Lector: TBD
Usher: Bob Simmons
Coffee Hour Hosts: Genie Campbell and Jan Tracy

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and
Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Steve Secord
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Fred Fowler
Jonathan McCormick
Lenita Richard

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha and Steve Gagliardi, friends of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Brenda Pappalardo, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Sharon Bay, family member of Ann Bay
Fuji Sprott, friend of David and Dino Rice
Steve Garnett, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Sally, friend of Cindy Sherwood
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin



Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth
Luca Esposito, friend of Allison Schroth

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or

Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing
that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or
pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

MUSIC NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Sunday's introit is a contemporary setting of a popular
Easter hymn from 15th century France. The author of the
text, Jean Tisserand (d.1494), was a Franciscan monk who
founded an order for "penitent women." The composer of
the tune is unknown.

Easter just wouldn't be Easter without the glorious hymn,
"Jesus Christ Is Risen Today," would it? The text is
largely by Charles Wesley, but the tune--commonly called
"Easter Hymn," and probably from the 14th century--is
hard to trace. In any event, the hymnologist James T.
Lightwood said of it: "There is probably no tune in
Christendom so universally sung on any festal day as the
"Easter Hymn," with its rolling "Alleluias", on Easter
morning."



Mozart's famous motet Exsultate Jubilate was composed in
1773. The text is rife with gladness, and Mozart ably
captures this joyful mood in his music. The final movement
ends with a brilliant and exuberant setting of "Alleluia,"
sung by Mary Sullivan as this morning's offertory.

Renowned as "the greatest composer of Italian opera after
Verdi," Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924) seemed destined to
continue the family dynasty as music director at the great
Cathedral di San Martino in Lucca, Italy which the family
patriarchs had held for 124 years. Indeed, Giacomo sang in
the cathedral's renowned choir and served as the cathedral
organist. However, following the instant success of the
young composer's first opera, Le Villa, in 1884, the die was
cast, and Puccini went on to become one of the lions of the
world's operatic realm. By the time of his death in 1924, for
example, he had earned over four million dollars as a result
of his compositions alone ($57 million in today's dollars),
and his guest conducting fees--including at the Metropolitan
Opera in NYC--would have added many million more to this
total. Nevertheless, Puccini remained a devout churchman,
and his gorgeous "Salve Regina"--sung by Mary Sullivan as
our communion music this morning--attests to his ability to
subordinate operatic showmanship to ecclesiastical
devotion.

Dietrich Buxtehude, arguably the most significant German
organ composer and performer before Bach, was
organist of the Marienkirche in Lubeck where his splendid
playing and famous evening concerts on the five Sundays
before Christmas made the city a Mecca for visitors. The
young Bach tramped 200 miles on foot to visit the aged
master, and, as he recalled rather quaintly, "To listen to him
and to study this and that in his art." ~HT   
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