
St. Peters Episcopal Church 
Vestry Minutes  
April 22, 2024 

Approved May 21, 2024 
 

Attendance:   

Fr. Tom Mousin, Anita Chandler, Wayne Franklin, Bob Simmons, Kathleen McCormick, Tom 
Ainsworth, Lorna Blackmer, Thora Easton, Linda Foster, Toby Goodyear, Judith Howes, Myrna 
Koonce, Patty Lamb, Lenita Richard, David Savage, Allison Schroth 

 

Absent:   Jessie Vega  

 

Opening Prayer 
Caring/Sharing 
Approved Minutes from March 25, 2024  

REPORTS:  

1. Treasurer’s Operations Reports (Bob Simmons) 
2. Fidelity Investments Report (Bob Simmons) 
3. Diocesan Report (Bob Simmons)  

 

MISSION and MINISTRY REPORTS 

1. Prayer Ministry (Allison Schroth and Emma Bond).   
2. Creation Care (Janene Gorham):  There were beautiful decorations for Easter, the 

Women’s History month poster and Eco Maine video.  Creation care prayers were 
included in the liturgy on Sunday, April 21 after a meeting with Fr. Tom, Myrna Koonce 
and Janene Gorham.  Further celebrations on Earth Day Sunday include a presentation 
from Eco Maine employee, plans for herb garden, and hopefully suggestions for the new 
Good News Gardening from parishioners!  Janene would like to have a bulletin board 
dedicated to Creation care in undercroft. 

3. St. Elizabeth’s Partnership (Anita Chandler): There are needs for sheets, towels, and 
dental care products. The Hickey family did a collection in their neighborhood and it was 
well received. Others have done this in the past and it was successful.  Fr. Tom attended 
a recent meeting there and they were very grateful for St. Peter’s participation.   



4. Aging With Grace (Fr. Tom):  Palliative care and dying with dignity have been past topics.  
Next topic will be on planning your funeral.  

5. Project Feed (Bob Simmons):  Donations down, but are still coming in. We may revisit 
how this is collected.  

6. Merry Hearts (Anita Chandler): Anita wants to be sure people feel invited. 
7. Sunday Liturgy Review (Fr Tom): 

a. Minister Rota (crucifer/Eucharistic minister/ushers) (Wayne Franklin):  Sent out a 
schedule, 3 new volunteers…Galen, Anne and Emily.  It was mentioned that we 
may look at other ways to pass the plate; a fuller church makes it a little difficult. 

b. Acolytes (Fr. Tom): David Savage will be coordinating scheduling. There are new 
torches and a ciborium (as memorial gifts) on order.  

c. Readers/Flowers (Anita):  Anita has 14 people signed up to read. Fr. Tom will add 
flowers/lamp donations to Keynotes. 

d. Altar Guild (Janene):  Altar Guild welcomed new members Anne Whitman and 
David Savage. Anne has recently began attending here and brings much 
experience on altar care.  David brings his long experience as head Verger, and 
Altar care in many parts of England.  There is a schedule being developed. 

8. Hope Squad (Janene):  Janene has been volunteering on Fridays with the team at the 
Homeless services center on Riverside Street. There is a donation box is located at back 
of undercroft with list of needed items. Thanks to those who have donated clothing in 
past. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Capital Campaign:  Has met 3 times under Lincoln Clark’s guidance and Tom 
Ainsworth’s assistance.  They are coming up with a campaign statement and a goal 
for the campaign.  A list of prospective donors who will be solicited before the public 
campaign begins – names are held in confidence.   

2. Camera System (Bob Simmons):  Mevo software was updated; cameras and 
Facebook were working.  They will be tested soon, possibly May 12th. 

3. Masonry work (Bob Simmons):  Cory apologizes; some health issues with a newborn 
baby.  He was very sorry for not being able to have the doors open for Easter.   

4. Stained Glass Window Damage (Wayne Franklin/Bob Simmons): Waiting for 
scaffolding to be on the window side.  

5. Floor Refinishing (Bob Simmons/Wayne Franklin): Vestry approved the floors being 
done.  Floor company is ready to go.  Scheduling and services will be figured out well 
in advance of the work.  

6. Parish Directory (Fr. Tom/Bob Simmons):  Sending draft to email list is in the plans.  
7. Signage (Bob Simmons): The signage at Bethany House was planned and submitted 

awhile ago.  We need to update the front sign too.  



REPORTS  

1. Junior Warden (Wayne Franklin):    Junior Warden paper drive will happen in the near 
future in Keynotes for the next few weeks. June 1st will be Clean-up Day.  If anyone does 
not understand zoom, we will publicize help. Coffee hour is getting expensive and we 
should be considering how to handle this.  Wayne asked Fr. Tom to keep track of admin 
hours so we are using up his time.  

2. Senior Warden (Anita Chandler): Pure joy - people are happy at coffee hour and it is 
great to see new people in the pews, especially a baby in the pews.  

3. Rector’s Report (Fr. Tom):  Enjoying working with Myrna, as postulant intern, both 
theological reflections and learning for both.  Will be keeping track of administration 
hours and has increasing needs to meet new people.  There may be baptisms on May 
19th, Pentecost.  Also, on the 19th there is an open house for the parish at Tom and 
Thomas’ home.  Jake Mahon and Marc Lombe may be speaking to us at Coffee hour 
about the State Department program that Mark is in and what we may be able to do to 
support the effort.    Rev. Maryann was at church and in the process of discernment.  Fr. 
Sam Henderson took a fall and broke 3 ribs (a request for where he will be for cards).  
Rev. Celestin will be preaching.  Tom Ainsworth and family went to collect trash after 
church.  It was a real collaborative effort for Creation Care Sunday.  Close to 20 new 
people since Advent.  

4. Postulant’s Report (Myrna Koonce):  Started Acts Bible Study.  Increasing numbers each 
week.  Enjoying the bible sharing and the youth service Corps. Will be with us through 
July.  The process continues – candidacy, ordination to transitional diaconate, and then 
ordination. Grateful to those who have been part of the sermon critique group.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Roof at Apartment:  Two bids were sought $13,200 with Superior and $16,000 with 
another company.  Will start the week of May 20th…one day project.  Tenants will be 
notified.  Bob asked to move $30,000.  Motion made.  Approved by vestry.   

2. Changing May Vestry Meeting (Memorial Day, May 27) to Monday the 20th or 
Tuesday the 21st.  Motion to change to 4th Tuesday. Motion passed.   We will meet 
Tuesday the 21st in May.  

3. Offertory Counting:  Wayne asked Jonathan to help, especially during the summer. 
4. Next Month:  Expense of Coffee Hour with increase in attendees and a report on 

administrative hours Fr. Tom is putting in.  

Fr. Tom – away 

-April 28 (after church)-May 9 [NY and Chicago]. Rev Celestin to preach and preside on May 5 
-May 23-29 away:  TBD Supply priest for May 26 
-August 18-Sept 5: TBD Supply priest for 8/25 and 9/1.  


