Pastoral Support for
Marc and His Family

Dear Friends,

As you may have read in Key Notes last week or heard at Coffee
Hour on Sunday, our friend Marc, whom we have been
supporting in his efforts to be reunited with his family in Africa,
has faced a setback. People have been asking how they can help
support Marc. Jake Mohan has provided this summary of what
has occurred:

\
"As many of you know (and some of you participated in), a
few of us banded together back in May 2024 to apply to the
Welcome Corps, a federal State Department program, to
privately sponsor the refugee family of my dear friend Marc
Lombe, who is an asylum seeker in Maine and has been
separated from his wife Tumba and five children for nearly
three years now, as they are hiding from political violence in
a refugee camp outside their home country of Angola.

On November 12, 2024, our application was officially
approved and referred to the US Refugee Admissions
Program.

On January 20, 2025, President Trump issued an executive
order indefinitely suspending the Refugee Admissions
Program and all Welcome Corps applications.



https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=4b5d09d2-16c4-409f-aa53-5932455e82ca

We were tragically close to reuniting Marc with his family.
Now, the only possible route forward is to contact our
Congressional representatives urging them to advocate to
the Secretaries of State and Homeland Security to approve
the resettlement of Tumba and her children to Maine."
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Jake has provided us with a guide with more information
for anyone who wishes to contact our Congressional
representatives, which you can find here.

The contact information for all four members of our
Congressional delegation can be found here. Both of these
documents will also be available at church.

Thank you for your prayers and for your efforts to help our
brother and his family in this their time of need.

Peace,
Fr. Tom
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