
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

Holy Eucharist
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 9, 2025 9:00 AM

If we need to cancel due to snow, you will
receive an email alerting you no later than

6:30 AM on Sunday the 9th.

​
Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's Facebook
page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass, and breakfast will be
served.

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2.9.25-St.-Peters-Worship-Leaflet.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=8b870d16-c9e4-489f-8991-cbcd48ebbe10


This Sunday's Ministers
Ms. Janene Gorham & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr Rodney and Ms. Anita Richard , Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

Will we have church on Sunday?  Of course, the weather may
determine whether we meet in the church. Even if the service at
the church canceled, we will provide an online worship service.

At its December meeting, the vestry approved a policy for snow
cancelation: if the decision is made to cancel, you will be
notified in an email by 6:30 AM at the latest on the morning of
worship. The cancelation will also be noted on our website, on
our voicemail at the church phone number, and on the
signboard out front. We will still provide a Facebook livestream
of a service, either from the church or from the rector’s home,
and then a Zoom coffee hour, giving people a chance to visit.
Links to the livestream and the Zoom coffee hour will be
provided in the Sunday email reminder.

If we do have worship at the church and the weather is at all
questionable for you, please use your best judgement in making
a decision about traveling. Some of us don’t hesitate to travel
when it is snowing, and some of us are much more comfortable
staying home. 

One way or another, I hope to “see you” on Sunday.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom



Will We Have Church If It Snows?

With predictions of snow for Sunday, how will we know if we
will have in person worship?

The vestry has approved the following policy for cancelation of
services:

If we need to cancel worship due to inclement weather, an
email will be sent out to our contact list no later than Sunday
morning at 6:30 AM. The cancelation notice will also be on
website and on our phone voicemail. 

We will still provide a link for a Facebook link for the
livestream of a service, perhaps led from the rector’s home. We
may also arrange a Zoom link for a virtual coffee hour after the
service.

If we do continue with an in person service and the weather is
questionable, please use your best judgment to stay safe. You
can always join us online.

One way or another, I hope to "see you" on Sunday.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Youth Service Corps Canceled for February 9th

Due to the expected storm, the Youth Service Corps gathering
for this Sunday, February 9th has been canceled. Amber Burks,
YSC coordinator, asks us to save the date for the March
gathering on Sunday March 16th from noon to 2:30 PM. Details
will be forthcoming.

Reaching Out to Assist Marc Lombe and his
Family

As Jake Mahon shared on Sunday, there will be a gathering in
the undercroft this Saturday, February 8th at noon to assist
folks in sending emails and making phone calls on behalf of



Marc Lombe and his efforts to be reunited with his family. Marc
has been involved with the refugee resettlement program, the
State Department Welcome Corps. That program was
suspended by a recent Executive order.

Information about how to best email and phone our
Congressional representatives will be provided, as well as some
pizza for lunch. Please spread the word!

Save the date of Saturday, February 22nd for a Chili and
Chowder Tasting at St. Peter’s. The undercroft will be full of the
smells of homemade chilis and chowders for all of us to enjoy.
The supper, a fundraiser for St. Peter’s, will be served from 4 to
7 PM on Sat. Feb. 22nd. The cost will be $15. Watch for details
about ordering ahead for takeout. A committee is busy at work
planning the fun and festive evening. If you would like to help,



please speak to Anita Chandler.

Word of the Week
A weekly note about the words Episcopalians use.

The word of the week is nave.

We continue our way through the church building. We learned
a couple of weeks ago that our entry way is a narthex. Once you
are in the church and are seated in a pew, you are sitting in the
nave. This term does not describe the entire interior, but rather
the main seating area for congregants - we will learn about the
chancel and sanctuary in subsequent weeks. The word "nave"
may have been derived from the Latin navis,”ship.” The ship
was an early Christian symbol for the church, and if you look up
to our wooden ceiling and imagine turning it upside down, you
can almost picture a wooden ship that would hold us all.

St. Peter's Calendar
Looking Ahead      ​   

This Week at St. Peter’s
St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tues. Feb. 11th at 11 am, St. Luke's

Compline, Wed. Feb. 12th  at 7 pm on Zoom

In the Coming Weeks

Merry Hearts, Thurs. Feb 20th at 12 noon, Undercroft

Chili/Chowder Tasting, Sat. Feb. 22nd from 4-7 pm, Undercroft
Aging with Grace Lunch, Tuesday. Feb. 25th at noon

Vestry, Tue. Feb 25th at 6:30 pm on Zoom

Compline Link for February 12th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, February 12th at
its usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. This link is
good through February 19th.

Sunday Minister Rota for February

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83039343097


February 16, 2025
Ms. Anne Whitman and Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
TBD , Coffee Hour Hosts

February 23, 2025
Ms. Emily Keniston & Mr. Steve Booth, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Ms. Judy Howes, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne and Ms. Mary Franklin  , Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Fred Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
​Cindy Sherwood
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice



David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
Janine W., friend of Anita Chandler
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Sandy, friend of Judy Howes
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Brenda Macomber, friend of Jane Noone
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Chris Conant, friend of Jane Noone

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Florence Beatrice Price (1887-1953) was the first black woman
in the United States to be recognized as a major composer. She
graduated with honors from the prestigious New England
Conservatory of Music, and was much admired by the great
contralto Marian Anderson, who frequently included her
spiritual arrangements on recital programs. This week's prelude

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


and postlude reflect her mastery of the organ, which she played
throughout her career. ("Triomphale," incidentally is a French
word which gained prestige following the liberation of Paris in
August, 1944.)

The words for our opening hymn,
"All My Hope On God Is Founded," were penned by Joachim
Neander (1650-80) and translated in 1899 by the physician-
poet Robert Bridges. The tune MICHAEL was written in 1935
by the distinguished composer Herbert Howells, a memorial to
his 9 year old son who died that year of polio (or possibly,
meningitis). Howells' compositions are among those that lie at
the heart of the great Anglican choral tradition.

Our sequence hymn, "They Cast Their Nets In Galilee," while
not unknown at St. Peter's, may benefit from a few words of
background commentary. Set to a tune by the famed organist of
St. Bartholomew's Church, NYC, David McK. Williams, the text
is by the southern "planter, lawyer, poet," William Alexander
Percy. Our gospel lesson recounts the calling of fishermen into
the fold of the disciples of Jesus. They became, probably, the
closest followers and friends of our Lord. But they were
ordinary people of the time: fisherfolk, accustomed to making a
living in uncertain, and hard-working ways. Though we may
tend to think of “fishing" as a peaceful and leisurely recreation,
true fishermen know it is anything but. Those who must make a
living from fishing understand that their livelihood depends
upon random weather, equipment repaired over and over
again, and the vagaries of where fish might be...not to mention
the perils of the often foreboding sea. Fishermen serve,
therefore, as symbols for all of us. The first followers of Jesus
were regular people, making a regular living, praying for the
peace of God. That peace was often accompanied by strife, but
through faith, they believed it was worth it.

The words of "I Have Decided To Follow Jesus" are commonly
thought to have been the last words of an Indian Christian who
lived in the mid-1800's in the Assam region of India. When it
was discovered that he and his family had converted to
Christianity, the family was dragged into the village square,
where the chief demanded that they renounce their faith in
Jesus. The father cried out in his native tongue, “I have decided



to follow Jesus, and I will not turn back!” Even when the lives
of his family were threatened, he said, “Though none go with
me, still I will follow!” And when he was given one more
opportunity to deny his faith even at the point of death, he
proclaimed, “The cross before me, the world behind me. No
turning back.”

The man and his family were martyred for their faith in Christ,
but their courage and commitment to Jesus sparked a revival in
the village, and even the chief who had ordered the killings
exclaimed, "I, too, want to taste that faith."

"God of grace and God of glory” was written in 1930 by Harry
Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) for the dedication of the
famed Riverside Church in New York City, which boasts the
tallest church tower in the US, housing a carillon with the
largest tuned bell in the world. The massive pipe organ is much
admired, and the church's summer recital series draws large
audiences.

Fosdick served as a chaplain during WWI--insisting on
ministering on the front lines of battle--and eventually became
the pastor of the 5th Avenue Baptist church in New York City.
While this edifice was relatively new and comparatively large in
size, it soon proved inadequate to house the huge congregations
that Fosdick attracted. John D. Rockefeller,Jr. found Dr.
Fosdick's preaching compelling, and offered to build a
cathedral-sized church on Morningside Heights, overlooking
the Hudson River and adjacent to Columbia University and
Union Theological Seminary.

As we sing this hymn, perhaps it is helpful to remind ourselves
of the events that shaped the “hour” and the “days” that provide
essential context.

The text was written while the United States was in the throes
of the Great Depression between the two World Wars. Fosdick
was a champion of the social gospel, a movement that
recognized the plight of the poor, especially in the urban
Northeast during and following the Industrial Revolution.

In 1930, the congregation moved to the $15 million edifice
made possible by the promised Rockefeller gift. The building



overlooks the Hudson River and was inspired architecturally by
Chartres Cathedral in France.

The hymn was written in the summer of 1930 while Dr. Fosdick
was in residence at his summer home on Mouse Island, off
Boothbay Harbor. It was first sung as the processional hymn at
the opening services at Riverside on Oct. 5, 1930, and again at
the dedication on Feb. 8, 1931.

The language of the hymn is ultimately that of petition. “Grant
us wisdom, grant us courage” concludes each stanza with the
effect of a refrain. A petition begins stanza three with “Cure thy
children’s warring madness,/ bend our pride to thy control.”
The final stanza, equally prophetic, begins with “Save us from
weak resignation/ to the evils we deplore.”

A 2022 TIME magazine survey found that "God of Grace, and
God of Glory" is--across denominational boundaries--the most
widely sung hymn in the United States.~HT
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