
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

Holy Eucharist
The Feast of the Presentation

of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple
Candlemas

February 2, 2025 9:00 AM

Bring candles from home to be blesed
at our service this Sunday.

​
Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's Facebook
page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass, and breakfast will be
served.

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2.2.25-St.-Peters-Worship-Leaflet-1.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=86812f9a-5cff-487f-8f5b-1d2849f6cb16


This Sunday's Ministers

Ms. Anne Whitman and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic
Ministers
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Fred Fowler, Lector
Ms. Tom Ainsworth, Usher
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler and Ms. Patty Lamb, Breakfast Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

Did you see the invitation above to bring candles to church this
Sunday? If you have any that you may be using this year at home,
please do bring them and place them on a table at the front of the
church when you arrive Sunday morning. They will be joined by
candles and oils that we use for our regular worship, and they will be
blessed at the end of the service.

“Why?” you may ask. Since this Sunday falls on February 2nd, we
will be observing the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus
Christ in the Temple. According to St. Luke’s gospel, Mary and
Joseph brought Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem 40 day after his birth
for presentation to be blessed, and for the purification of Mary, who
had given childbirth. We should be mindful that this “purification”
did not indicate a recovery from any uncleanliness, but rather a
reentry into full daily life after the labor and life threatening act of
giving birth. In the temple, Luke tells us that the aged sage Simeon
sees the child as the long awaited Messiah, as does the prophetess
Anna. It is the first indication that Jesus will be known as the Savior
to his people and to Gentiles as well. The custom of lighting and
processing with candles came to be associated with this feast, and
hence, it is also referred to as Candlemas (see “The Word of the
Week” below for more information).

I hope you will join in this great day in the life of the church, as we
profess that Jesus Christ is the light of the world, illuminating our



way as his followers in faith.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Breakfast on Sunday

A breakfast casserole will be on the menu for this Sunday at
coffee hour. All are welcome to join us in the undercroft for
coffee hour, and if you wish to join in having breakfast, please
do. Suggested donation is $5 and chefs Patty Lamb and Anita
Chandler will see that we are well fed!

Welcome New Members

Four more persons signed the parish register of St. Peter's on
Sunday, expressing their commitment to love and serve God
through the ministries of St. Peter's. In addition to those new
members we listed last week, we welcome these new members:

Gwyn Stansfield
Matt Cheney
Rob Ingham
Stephen Booth

Pledges Continue to Increase

As we begin a new year, our pledge totals for 2025 continue to
grow. We now have 44 persons or families who have made a
pledge to St. Peter’s, with the total amount pledged coming to
$74,844. This total represents a 60% increase over pledges
made in 2024. Once again, thank you, generous givers!

Whether offered on a weekly, quarterly, or annual basis, a
pledge is a thanksgiving offering of one’s income to God. By
making a pledge to St. Peter’s you support the mission and
ministries of the church and help to ensure that our staff is
paid, our buildings are cared for, and our ministries to the
community are funded. A pledge assists the vestry in



determining what financial resources are available for the year.

If you have not yet made a pledge, please consider doing so. A
pledge form can be found here, and a Q&A sheet with more
information about pledges can be found here.

New Energy Efficient Lighting in the Undercroft
Is Installed

You will notice new and improved lighting in our undercroft
this Sunday. Thank you to Wayne Franklin, Fred Fowler,
and Pat Fowler for installing these LED energy efficient
lightbulbs. And thank you to Bob Simmons, who secured a
Central Maine Power grant of $650 to help pay for them. We
are so well served by faithful stewards who care for our
building.

Youth Service Corps Will Gather on February 9th

Here is news from YSC Coordinator Amber Burks:

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/db2a2113-00f7-4a21-8207-fc00b13b15e8.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/ddf7ffe2-6703-4634-9c9f-9457402f8dc1.pdf?rdr=true


Our sixth Youth Service Corps (YSC) event will take place
on Sunday, February 9th from 12 to 2 pm in Portland
and Westbrook. We will gather together to enjoy pizza at
First Lutheran Church at 132 Auburn Street in Portland. Then
we'll take a tour of the warehouse and hear about the great
work being done at Furniture Friends at 15 Saunders Way in
Westbrook.

I realize that it's SuperBowl Sunday, so attendance may be
lower than usual. I would have scheduled it for a different
weekend, but I will be out of town on the 16th and 23rd. I hope
we'll still have a good turnout!

If you have youth who are interested in attending, but you
yourself are not able to join us, please pass along my contact
information: amber@stalbansmaine.org OR 207-239-7159.

If you haven't already filled out a YSC Participation Form,
please do so at your earliest convenience and email it to me
at amber@stalbansmaine.org.

Environmental News From Our Earth Keeper

Janene Gorham shares this news from the larger church about the
use of fossil fuels:

Episcopal Church's Corporate Body Fully Divests from
Fossil Fuel Investments

Fulfilling a directive from The Episcopal Church’s General
Convention, the church’s corporate organization has fully
divested from fossil fuel investments.

Proposed by the Executive Council Committee on
Corporate Social Responsibility (CCSR) and approved by

mailto:amber@stalbansmaine.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-fkrkOhj-fQqWOF6ZD3dCZIn2nHKzawEoShXtXMndk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:amber@stalbansmaine.org
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=3459360edc&e=623d85c454


the 81st General Convention in June, Resolution A029 calls
for the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society (DFMS) “to
divest fully and finally from all companies in fossil fuel
industries by December 31, 2024,” and to reinvest those assets.

“As chair of CCSR, I am grateful that our church has followed
through on this commitment to the care of God’s creation—this Earth
we all share,” said Sarah Lawton, committee chair. “In all our work,
CCSR will continue to consider our investments in terms of our
deeply held values as a church. We encourage other church bodies
with investments to do so as well.”

Read more in the Public Affairs press release and
an Episcopal News Service article.

Supporting Our Neighbors in Need

About a dozen people from area parishes met on Saturday to
discuss collaborative efforts to support persons and
communities who will be affected by policy changes of the new
federal administration. Focusing particularly on the care and
support of new Mainers, the group will be developing some
guidelines and resources. Are you interested in being part of
this group, which was originated by a group of folks at St Luke’s
Cathedral? The next meeting will be on Sat. March 1 at 10 AM
at St. Luke’s Cathedral. Please speak to Fr. Tom if you would
like more information.

Vestry Highlights

Our vestry met on January 28th, and welcomed new members Anne
Whitman, Steve Koskinen, and Chris Hickey. The vestry reviewed
vestry norms describing agreed upon values for how meetings are
conducted, which were first adopted in 2023. 

Various ministry reports were heard and discussed. An arrangement
has been made with an arborist to do necessary work on our trees, and
we are still awaiting a start date. Vestry members will commit to
taking Safe Church training, and an updated Safe Church policy will

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f7294ff0a9&e=623d85c454
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=2a082fa232&e=623d85c454
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=612bdeb8dd&e=623d85c454


be developed to be adopted by the vestry. It was also suggested that
we create a policy manual so that any policies passed by the vestry
are easily accessible. Upon the recommendation of our Earth Keeper
ministers, we will be exploring the possibility of changing the source
of our electric power to solar generated sources.

A Note of Thanks From St. Elizabeth’s Essentials
Pantry

We received a note from Debbie Appleton, Secretary of the
Board of Directors, thanking us for our recent contribution of
$330 to the panty, which was received at the Christmas concert
offered by the Amethyst Singers. You can read the full letter on
the bulletin board in the undercroft, and if you are interested in
numbers, she shared how our giving contributes to the
following:

“In 2024, St. Elizabeth had visits from about 17,000 neighbors.
(In 2022, we saw 9,142.) Big change in numbers and the
demand for supplies.) We have 71 volunteers now, 23 of whom
were new in 2023. We have given out 68,000 diapers, 29,100
rolls of toilet paper, and nearly 15,000 bars of soap. Out went
70,000 feminine pads, 3050 tubes of toothpaste and enough
laundry detergent to do 58,000 loads of laundry! Last year we
gave out 650 winter coats and over 300 pairs of boots and we
are still giving coats and boots this year as we get well into
winter. The numbers are a bit staggering. About 80% of our
neighbors speak Portuguese, French and Lingala and 90% of
our neighbors live in Portland.”

Thank you to all who have contributed to St. Elizabeth’s in any
way in the past year.

Looking Ahead…

Chili and Chowder…Yum Yum: Sat. Feb. 22nd

Save the date of Saturday, February 22nd for a Chili and
Chowder Tasting at St. Peter’s. The undercroft will be full of the
smells of homemade chilis and chowders for all of us to taste.



The supper, a fundraiser for St. Peter’s, will be served from 4 to
7 PM on Sat. Feb. 22nd. The cost will be $15. Watch for details
about ordering ahead for takeout. A committee is busy at work
planning the fun and festive evening. If you would like to help,
please speak to Anita Chandler.

Being-With Group to Form This Spring

This spring we will be offering a ten week program, “Being-
With” which offers folks a chance to come together to discuss
their Christian faith through sharing stories, questions, and
insights about their faith journeys. Jake Mahon and Emily
Keniston, who will participate in leadership trining in February,
will facilitate for the group, which we will launch sometime in
the early spring. Do talk to either of them if you have an
interest.

Another Chance...

The in-person performance of "The Malaga Ship: A Story of
Maine and the Middle Passage," by Antonio Rocha may be
presented again on Friday February 28th in South Portland.
We will let you know more details when we have them.

Word of the Week
A weekly note about the words Episcopalians use.

The word of the week is Candlemas.

While not used exclusively by Episcopalians, the word
“Candlemas” has long been connected to the celebration of the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. In some cultures, it is
traditional for Christmas decorations, including candles, to
remain in place until February 2nd. Candles used during the
year ahead came to be blessed on this Feast, hence the name, 
Candlemas. This feast is always celebrated on February 2nd,
and when that occurs on a Sunday, it is one of only three feasts
designated in The Book of Common Prayer taking precedence
on a Sunday, which is why we will be hearing the scripture
readings for this celebration on Sunday, rather than those
assigned for the Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany. The other



feast days so designated are Feast of the Holy Name and Feast
of the Transfiguration. 

St. Peter's Calendar
Looking Ahead         

This Week at St. Peter’s

Compline, Wed. Feb. 5th  at 7 pm on Zoom

In the Coming Weeks
Youth Service Corps, Sun. Feb. 9th, at noon

St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tues. Feb. 11th at 11 am, St. Luke's

Merry Hearts, Thurs. Feb 20th at 12 noon, Undercroft

Chili/Chowder Tasting, Sat. Feb. 22nd from 4-7 pm, Undercroft
Aging with Grace Lunch, Tuesday. Feb. 25th at noon

Vestry, Tue. Feb 25th at 6:30 pm on Zoom

Compline Link for February 5th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, February 5th at
its usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. This link is
good through February 19th.

Sunday Minister Rota for February

February 9, 2025
Ms. Janene Gorham & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr Rodney and Ms. Anita Richard , Coffee Hour Hosts

February 16, 2025
Ms. Anne Whitman and Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83039343097


Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
TBD , Coffee Hour Hosts

February 23, 2025
Ms. Emily Keniston & Mr. Steve Booth, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Ms. Judy Howes, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne and Ms. Mary Franklin  , Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Fred Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
​Cindy Sherwood
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 



Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
Janine W., friend of Anita Chandler
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Sandy, friend of Judy Howes
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Brenda Macomber, friend of Jane Noone
​ Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes

Please pray for the soul of Danny Harrison, who died, a friend of
Kathleen and Jonathan McCormick. May Danny rest in peace and rise in
glory.

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Bach fashioned six chorale preludes using the chorale "Liebster Jesu, wir
sind hier" (Dearest Jesus, we are here). The setting from 1739 heard as this
morning's prelude captures the gentle spirit of the chorale's text and the
whole piece seems to float amid the clouds. There is a somber, almost
melancholy side to this slowly paced music, a sense not so much of loss as
of comfort or reassurance.

Widely recognized as the unrivaled father of English hymnody, Isaac
Watts (1674-1748) wrote more than a thousand hymns and psalm settings
including O God, Our Help in Ages Past, When I Survey the Wondrous
Cross, Jesus Shall Reign, Joy to the World, and our opening hymn, Before
the Lord's Eternal Throne. In addition to being a prolific poet, Watts was a

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


scholar of wide reputation. A gifted preacher, he published more than two
dozen theological treatises; essays on psychology, astronomy, and
philosophy; three volumes of sermons; the first children’s hymnal; seven
pioneering works on educational pedagogy; and a treatise on logic that
served as the standard university text at Oxford, Cambridge, and Harvard
for generations.

John Hatton, the composer of the tune, Duke Street, is another story: he's
a virtual unknown, and it's possible that this is the only hymn tune he
wrote. Born in Warrington, England in 1710, he moved to Lancashire, was
most likely a Presbyterian, and, so the story goes, was killed in a
stagecoach accident. He supposedly lived on Duke Street in Lancashire,
from where the name of his famous tune comes.

While the tune of our recessional hymn is familiar, the text is not, at least
in the US. The first three stanzas were written by John Henry Pye (c.1825-
1903). A graduate of Cambridge University, he was ordained to the
Anglican priesthood, although there are no records suggesting that he was
assigned to any particular parish. A fourth stanza was added by William
Cooke, a Canon of Chester Cathedral. 

Gordon Young (1919-98) was born in Kansas and educated at the famed
Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. He spent much of his
professional career in Detroit, where he served as organist of the historic
First Presbyterian Church. He was an active recitalist, teacher and
lecturer, and was one of America's most prolific composers: at one point,
he had nearly a thousand compositions in print. In musical parlance, a
cortege is a composition designed to accompany ceremonial processions,
such as memorial or festival observances. The term comes from the
Italian corteggiare, meaning "to pay honor."~HT
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