
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

Holy Eucharist
The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Laetare (Rose) Sunday
March 30, 2025 

9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's Facebook
page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

Mr. Steven Booth and Ms. Emily Keniston, Eucharistic
Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibly, Crucifer
Mr. Fred Fowler, Lector

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/3.30.25-St.-Peters-Worship-Leaflet-.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=4ba964e7-b1b3-4b4b-8f07-b10ac67cde42


Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Mr. Dan Warren and Mr. Mac McCabe, Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes. Our resident soloist, Mary Sullivan will not be able to
be with us this Sunday, and we will look forward to her next time
with us.

Dear Friends,

This morning, I was listening to the public radio show, Maine
Calling, and the topic was the upcoming National Vietnam War
Veterans Day observance on March 29th. Amongst the featured
speakers were several veterans, one of whom said when asked
to reflect on that time and what he has learned, said, “You can
hate the war, but don’t hate the warriors.”

While I was just a couple of years too young to be drafted for
that conflict (though I was assigned a lottery number) I did
have two cousins who served in Vietnam, and their lives were
irrevocably changed by their time there. Those of us who lived
through that time know how divisive that conflict was for our
country, and how those who served, either willingly or obliged
to do so, were often perceived and treated in ways that were less
than just and compassionate.

Hearing that veteran made me reflect on the contentious times
we are experiencing in our country today. We may have
strikingly different views on matters of domestic and foreign
policy. But can we discuss them without disparaging or
diminishing the dignity of others, particularly those affected by
those policies? 

March 31st is being billed by a number of organizations as an
International Day of Trans Visibility. Here in the state of
Maine, and across the nation, policies around the rights and
health procedures available to transgender persons are being
fiercely debated. However we may feel about such issues, our
conversations and attitudes can be informed by the words of
the Baptismal Covenant in The Book of Common Prayer: we
“will strive for justice and peace of all people and respect the



dignity of every human being. 

Whomever we encounter this week, especially those who may
passionately disagree with us, may we strive for justice and
peace, and respect their dignity. In so doing, we bring all of us
closer to the realm of God that Jesus proclaimed and invited us
to join.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Donate to St. Elizabeth's Diaper Drive

St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry is still has a great need for
diapers. You can make financial donations (see the video link
below) or purchase diapers and bring them to St. Peter’s. There
is a place for St. Elizabeth’s donations on the counters at the
back of the undercroft.

See a video with more information here.

Tree Work at the Church Completed

Not only has the tree work been completed, but all of the wood
that was cut down has been taken away by grateful folks who
will be using it for firewood and projects. The vestry heard from
junior warden Wayne Franklin that we were able to save over
$1000 from the original contract by not asking the arborists to
haul all the wood away.

Being-With Continues....

We meet again this Sunday, March 30th after coffee hour.

Even if you could not be there for the first session, you are
welcome to join this conversation for developing your Christian
faith.

Another Evening of Singing

https://youtu.be/b7SzlgSZh5Q


Join the rector on Thursday, April 3rd at 7 PM for an evening of
singing hymns, rounds and discovering how making music
makes community. No experience is necessary. All you need is a
desire to lift up your voice in praise to God. We will meet
upstairs in the church.

Youth Service Corps News from Amber Burks,
Coordinator

The Youth Service Corps had a fabulous time together on
Sunday, March 16th, at St. Elizabeth's Essentials Pantry. There
were 12 youth and 8 adults, from 6 different churches,
in attendance. We donated $1000 worth of diapers and created
a few videos as public service announcements.

Our next Youth Service Corps (YSC) event will take place
on Sunday, April 13th from 12 to 2 pm. We will gather
to make cleaning kits for Maine Needs who are in the midst of
moving to their new location and cannot host us. Therefore, the
specific location in Portland is TBD but I will send you a flyer
with those details later this week, so please save the date!

If you have youth who are interested in attending, but you
yourself are not able to join us, please pass along my contact
information: amber@stalbansmaine.org OR 207-239-7159.

If you haven't already filled out a YSC Participation Form,
please do so at your earliest convenience and email it to me
at amber@stalbansmaine.org.

I look forward to hearing from you soon and will send a
reminder email to get an accurate headcount ahead of time.

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you,

Amber

Watch a video sharing more about the Youth Service Corps
here.

Vestry Highlights

mailto:amber@stalbansmaine.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-fkrkOhj-fQqWOF6ZD3dCZIn2nHKzawEoShXtXMndk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:amber@stalbansmaine.org
https://youtu.be/mVHSXJYyIyc


The vestry, the church’s governing board, met on Tuesday the
25th on Zoom for its March meeting.

Amongst items discussed and decisions made were these:

Heard a report from Wayne Franklin about the successful
completion of tree work on the church grounds. Over $1000
was saved by letting the cut wood remain on the church lawn,
most of which has been removed by those looking for firewood.

A contract has been secured for completion of the masonry
work on the exterior of the church. Due to heavy demands, the
work will be conducted in the spring of 2026. 

Wayne also reported that we have now contracted to obtain our
electrical service from a solar farm, which will result in a
savings for our parish, as well as being better for the
environment.

Heard a report from the Capital Campaign Committee,
preparing for an official launch of the campaign in May of this
year.

Seven members of the vestry completed Safe Church Training
at a gathering last Saturday. This training is expected for all
church staff and leaders, to ensure that we are adhering to
proper procedures for the protection of all members, especially
children and vulnerable adults. 

The vestry authorized a draw of $20,000 from the rector
endowment fund (which was formed after the sale of the
rectory) to support the expenses of the 2025 budget. This is a
budgeted item, and discussion included mention of the increase
in pledges, and the desire to continue to decrease the amount
withdrawn from invested funds.

Flowers for Easter

Our Altar/Flower Guild is preparing to adorn the church for
Easter in celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Many
parishioners like to remember or honor loved ones by donating
flowers. There will be donation forms at church for the next few
Sundays. You can also designate a memorial donation by going



to our website here. The suggested donation is $30, and
checks can be made out to St. Peter’s. 

Flower donations are also welcome throughout the year. We
like to have flowers behind the altar every Sunday (except
during Advent and Lent). You can sign up for a Sunday on our
website or in the booklet in the undercroft on the table under
the bulletin board.

An Invitation to Myrna Koonce’s Ordination as a
Deacon

Myrna Koonce, our sometime Postulant Intern, will be
ordained to the transitional diaconate on Sunday April 27th at
4 PM at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Brunswick, her home
parish. And we are invited. This will be the penultimate step
towards Myrna’s ordination as a priest. In the Episcopal
Church, all priests are first ordained as deacons, and then as a
priests. Bishop Brown will preside and ordain her, and Fr. Tom
has been invited by Myrna to be the preacher. As the date
draws closer, we can make plans for some car pooling. The
formal invitation can be seen here.

Stations of the Cross this Friday

This weekly devotional service reflecting on Jesus’ final steps to
the cross takes place at 5:30 PM on Zoom.
The Zoom link is here. 

Find our full Lenten and Easter Schedule Here.

https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/flower-and-sanctuary-lamp-donations/
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/229ef717-6502-43ec-8d35-3a4564ca0aa1.pdf?rdr=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83921230224
https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/2025/02/from-ashes-to-easter-join-us-for-lent-and-easter-worship/


Compline Link for April 2nd

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, March 26th at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. 

Word of the Week
A weekly note about the words Episcopalians use.

The word of the week is Laterae.

Like many of our “church” words, this is a Latin word, meaning
“rejoice.” The term is derived from the opening words of the
Latin Mass for the Fourth Sunday in Lent, “Rejoice Jerusalem”
(Isaiah 66:10). On the Fourth Sunday in Lent, it became a
tradition to pause during the penitential season to anticipate
the joy to come at Easter. Since the thirteenth century, rose
colored vestments for the altar and priest have been associated
with this Sunday, as well as on the Third Sunday of Advent,
giving rise to the alternative name of these two days as Rose
Sundays.

St. Peter's Calendar
​

The WeekAhead at St. Peter’s
Compline, Wed. Apr. 2nd at 7 pm, Zoom

An Evening of Singing, Thur. April 3rd at 7 PM, Church
Stations of the Cross, Fri. Apr. 4th at 5:30 pm, Zoom

In the Coming Weeks
Parish Breakfast, Sun. Apr. 6th, after 9 am service

St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tue. Apr. 8th from 8:30 -11 am
Merry Hearts, Thu. Apr. 10th at 12 noon, Undercroft

Palm Sunday, Sun. Apr. 13th at 9 am
Holy Thursday, Thu. Apr. 17th at 7 pm

Good Friday, Fri. Apr.18th at 7pm
Easter Day, Sun. Apr. 20th at 9 am

Aging with Grace, Tues. Apr. 22nd at 12 noon, Undercroft

Sunday Minister Rota for March

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86986116392


March 30
Mr. Steve Booth and Ms. Emily Keniston, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibly, Crucifer
Mr. Fred Fowler, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Mr. Dan Warren and Mr. Mac McCabe, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham



Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Who isn't familiar with Pachelbel’s Canon in D? After its use in the
film score of Ordinary People (1980), it became a mainstay at
weddings. And, perhaps unfortunately, whenever an atmosphere of
quiet elegance was required, it made the perfect backdrop—mood
music guaranteed not to intrude on the main action.

So it might be tempting to think of Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
as a one-hit wonder. In fact, he was a prolific composer and one of
the most celebrated organists of his time.

A toccata (from the Italian "to touch") is a virtuosic work that
usually requires fast finger-work. Pachelbel wrote a number of
toccatas that tend to feature long sustained notes in the pedal with
two voices on the manuals (keyboards on the organ) playing fast
passages. 
So it is with this morning's "Toccata in E minor."

Florence Beatrice Price (1887-1953) was the first black woman in
the United States to be recognized as a major composer. She

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


graduated with honors from the prestigious New England
Conservatory of Music, and was much admired by the great
contralto Marian Anderson, who frequently included her spiritual
arrangements on recital programs. "Feet O' Jesus" features a
moving text by the great black poet, Langston Hughes.

Written in 1747, "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" is not only one
of Charles Wesley's most famous hymns, but also one of his most
popular. It is a Christianization of John Dryden's secular song,
"Fairest Isle," sung by Venus in Act 5 of Dryden and Henry
Purcell's semi-opera “King Arthur”. However, in Dryden's song,
the goddess of love chooses the Isle of Britain over her native
Cyprus; in Wesley's hymn, divine love itself is asked to
choose the human heart as its residence over its native heaven.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms." 

 The author of our offertory hymn, Anthony Showalter (1858-
1924), studied music in England, France, and Germany, and in
addition to gaining no small distinction as a voice teacher and
choral director, served as an elder of the First Presbyterian Church
in Dalton, Georgia.

To his great sorrow, he learned that two of his favorite students'
wives had been buried on the same day. In his letters of
condolence, he was inspired by a favorite passage
from  Deuteronomy 33:27: "The eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms."  Showalter created the text
of the refrain and asked his friend Elisha Hoffman ((1839-1929) to
write the stanzas. 

Showalter himself appears to have written the tune, including the
male singers' "embellishments" in the refrain (more about those
from Father Tom during his introductory tutorial).

The son of a British admiral, Sir Henry Williams Baker (1821-77)
was the editor of Hymns Ancient and Modern, whose publication
in 1861 laid the groundwork for the great Anglican tradition of
congregational singing which has continued to the present day. Sir
Henry contributed twenty-five hymns to the volume, the best
known of which is "The King of Love My Shepherd Is," paired with



the lovely Irish tune St. Columba...hence, our recessional hymn.

Jason Payne's "Jubilee" is a newcomer to the organ literature;
published just five years ago, the work combines an English
trumpet tune with some upbeat American jazz rhythms. In Afro-
American musical parlance, a "Jubilee" is a setting of a joyous folk
tune...certainly the case with this short piece. ~H
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