
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Second Sunday of Easter
​April 27, 2025 

9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube
page here

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
April 27th
Ms. Lenita Richard and Mr. Steve Booth, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Mr. Mac McCabe, Lector

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/9c6f72c2-0e5b-4b99-9a88-d06ce3b92f2e.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=123167e0-201f-4ea3-b2d5-e2c7c55a968b


Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Jane Noone and Ms. Lorna Blackmer, Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

As is mentioned below, we owe words of thanks to all those who
contributed to our life together during Holy Week and Easter.
And Easter continues! Please see the “The Words of the Week”
below to learn more.

On this upcoming Sunday, we will be reminded in parts of our
liturgy about the importance of our care for and repair of God’s
good creation. As part of the liturgy, we will be praying together
a new Eucharistic prayer. Commissioned by the Diocese of
Maine, it was composed by the Rev. Martin Smith, and has
been authorized by Bishop Brown for occasional use in our
liturgies. In that prayer, we will hear among other things the
recognition of the beauty that we behold in this part of God’s
creation.

Some of you my recall that Fr. Smith has led several Advent
Quiet Evenings for us at St. Peter’s. He is a close personal friend
of Thomas and me, and has published a number books on
Anglican spirituality and theology. I am grateful for Fr. Smith’s
gift to the diocese, and will be glad to share it with all of us this
Sunday. In the future, we may use it when we need to be
reminded of the ways in which we are meant to give thanks in
the particular place where we are rooted and where we grow in
our faith.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Thank You!

Thank you to all who contributed to making our Holy Week and
Easter services so meaningful. Whether you brought Easter



treats to the coffee hour, donated flowers, helped prepare for
each worship service, or brought your full self to worship with
prayer and praise, you made a difference.

So many of you assisted in different ways, and we cannot name
everyone. But here are some photos from the events, including
some persons who helped make all things ready.

Members of the Altar Guild Polishing and Making All things Ready

Maundy Thursday:
Footwashing and the Altar of Repose

Preparing Leaflets for the Easter Service



and New Shelves in the Sacristy

Easter Day

Livestreaming Continues on our Parish YouTube
Channel

We apologize that the Easter service did not come across live as
soon as it was being held. You can now find the service in two
parts on our YouTube channel (and as you go from Part 1 to
Part 2, please know that it misses the middle part of the rector's
homily). We hope to have the delay rectified by this Sunday's
livestream so that those who wish can watch it in real time.

You can find our You Tube channel livestreams here.

Being-With Meets This Sunday

Our conversations about our Christina faith resume this Sunday
after coffee hour. We will meet upstairs in the chancel.

Myrna Koonce’s Ordination on April 27th
St. Paul's Brunswick, at 4 PM

Will you be traveling to Myrna’s ordination service on April
27th? Some folks may wish to carpool. We’ll arrange some
carpooling on Sunday morning for those who are interested. If
you cannot be at church, but do want to drive or ride with
someone, please respond to this email expressing your interest.

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams


April Vestry Meeting on Tues. April 29th

Our parish's governing board, the Vestry, meets on Tuesday
April 29th at 6:30 PM. on Zoom. Any are welcome to join in
attending the meeting. The Zoom link is here if you wish to do
so.

Members of the 2025 Vestry:

Anita Chandler, Senior Warden
Wayne Franklin, Junior Warden
Bob Simmons, Treasurer
Kathleen McCormick, Clerk
Tom Ainsworth
Lorna Blackmer
Thora Easton
Linda Foster
Chris Hickey
Steve Koskinen
Patty Lamb
Lenita Richard
Allison Schroth
Anne Whitman

Compline Link for April 30th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, April 30th at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. 

Coffee Hour, But Not Breakfast on May 4th

Our amazing breakfast chefs have several obligations that will
prevent them from being at church on the first Sunday in May.
We will not be serving breakfast, and if you would like to sign
up to be a coffee hour host for that Sunday (or for other
available Sundays in May) please do so on the signup sheet in
the undercroft this Sunday.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89272216927
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84715000264


Reminders From Our Junior Warden:

If you would be willing to assist with lawn mowing at the
church (using the parish's mower) even to take on one or two
days over the course of the summer, please let me know so I can
start planning. 

We are preparing the Bethany House apartment for new
tenants If you are willing to volunteer for cleaning, repairs, and
painting in May, please let me know. The income from this
rental provides significant support for our parish budget.

At some point in May or early June, we will have our annual
yard and garden clean-up day. The clean-up day usually takes
about three hours. Watch for a date to be announced soon.

Wayne Franklin

Words of the Week

The Great Fifty Days

Ok, so the phrase is not in Latin, and we know how to count to
50 days. What makes them “great?” The term refers to the
entire season of Easter, lasting from Easter Day to the Day of
Pentecost, which this year will be on June 15th. Throughout
this season, our liturgy will continue to reflect themes of the
resurrection in scripture readings and in hymns, and we will
also anticipate the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as we
draw closer to that day. Much as Lent is a season of prayer,
reflection, and repentance, Easter is a season of rejoicing and
living into the hope that Christ’s resurrection gives us.

Consider the Sacrament of Baptism

If you have never been baptized, the Day of Pentecost (June
15th this year) is one of four occasions listed in the Book of
Common Prayer as particularly appropriate for administering
the sacrament. As we understand baptism to be an occasion
when we are anointed by the Holy Spirit as well as sprinkled
with water, Pentecost Sunday is a natural time to receive the



sacrament. If you have never been baptized, or if you have
family members whom you may wish to baptize, please be in
touch with Fr. Tom, so that preparations can be made.

Tend My Sheep
Occasional Notes about Disciples Serving Christ beyond Our
Parish

We know how much Anita Chandler does for St. Peter’s both as
Senior Warden and as a member of the parish. In addition to
the many organizations she serves, we also know she volunteers
once a month at St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry. But not all of
us know this: during the month of April, which is “National
Volunteer Month,” Anita has taken it upon herself each
Tuesday to purchase donuts (from Tony’s, of course) and coffee
to deliver to the volunteers serving at St. Elizabeth’s that
morning. It is a gift of gratitude to them and service in Christ’s
name.

Thank you, Anita.

St. Peter's Calendar
​

This Week
Being-With, Sun. Apr. 27th at 11 am, Church

Ms. Myrna Koonce Ordination, Sun. Apr. 27th  at 4 pm, St. Paul’s,
Brunswick

Vestry, Tue. Apr. 29 at 6:30 pm, Zoom
Compline, Wed. Apr. 30th at 7 pm, Zoom

 
Coming Up

St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tue. May 13th   8:30-11 am, at
St. Luke’s

Merry Hearts, Thu. May 15th at 12 noon, Undercroft

Sunday Minister Rota for April

April 27th
Ms. Lenita Richard and Mr. Stephen Booth, Eucharistic Ministers



Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Mr. Mac McCabe, Lector
Ms. Cynthia Sherwood, Usher
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Jane Noone and Ms. Lorna Blackmer, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham



Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Bach's setting of Christ lag in Todesbanden (In Death's Strong
Bonds the Savior Lay) is one of several which he composed for this
tune, one of the favorite Easter hymns of the 18th century German
Lutheran church.
 
“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” is a Greek Resurrection hymn
written by John of Damascus (c. 675-749) in the 8th century. The
translation by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) first appeared
in Christian Remembrance (April 1859) in an article on “Greek
Hymnody” and then in Hymns of the Eastern Church (1862) in
four stanzas.

In 1928, Martin Shaw, one of the editors of the famous Oxford
Book of Carols, asked the poet/priest John Crum to write an
Easter text for his arrangement of the old French
carol, Noel Nouvelet. Crum's beautiful lyrics, using the image of
grains of wheat sending forth green shoots as a metaphor for
Christ's resurrection, have become familiar in both England

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


and America. Thus....our Sequence Hymn.

As for our Offertory Hymn: In 1848, Cecil Frances Alexander, the
wife of the Anglican Primate (chief bishop) of Ireland published a
volume of poetry entitled Hymns for Little Children. In several of
these hymns, Mrs. Alexander uses immediately accessible imagery
to teach the meaning of various parts of the Apostles' Creed. The
simple yet picturesque words of "All Things Bright and Beautiful"
help to describe the phrase "Maker of heaven and earth," based on
Genesis 1:31: "And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good."
 
The rousing hymn "Crown Him With Many Crowns"--illustrating
the verse from Revelation 19 "And on his head were many
crowns"--had two different authors, each of whom wrote a poem of
six verses. Happily, hymnal editors have selected verses from each,
resulting in a text of five stanzas instead of twelve! The tune name
DIADEMATA suggests diadems or "crowns" and matches the
striking first line of poetry with an equally memorable first line of
music.
 
The Music for the Royal Fireworks, from which this morning's
postlude comes, caused one of the greatest traffic jams in London
history: over 12,000 people attended the dress rehearsal,
and the throng of horses and carriages tied up London Bridge for
nearly 12 hours! ~HT
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