
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Day of Pentecost
June 8, 2025 

9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube
page here

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour with breakfast after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:

Ms. Anne Whitman and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic
Ministers
Mr. Steven Koskinen, Verger
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/fcb9efc4-ea95-461e-9da9-50dd4f3679e0.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=c0e4a825-7e00-4de4-a118-d06f23dbae74


Mr. Steve Koskinen, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Thurifer
Mr. Rodney Richard, Banner Bearer
Mr. David Savage, Holy Spirit Dove Kite Bearer
Marya Hickey, Agnes Parks- Stamm, Acolytes
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Mr. Rodney and Ms. Lenita Richard, Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

This Sunday marks the conclusion of the Easter season and the
celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the followers of
Jesus - the day of Pentecost. While it is often described as “the
Birthday of the Church” I like to think of it more as the Baptism
Day of the church. The men and women who were drawn to
Jesus had already formed a community of sorts before his
crucifixion. The Day of Pentecost signified a new birth as a
community. When we baptize someone, we know they have
already had a birth day. But we speak of them being born anew
by water and the Spirit to a new life in Christ.

I invite us to consider the ways in which Jesus Christ, by the
gift of the Holy Spirit, is making all things new in our individual
lives and in the life of the parish. May we be empowered as
those first women and men were to proclaim God’s love for the
world in the days to come.

Faithfully,

Fr. Tom

St. Elizabeth’s Volunteer Morning is Coming

Our volunteer morning at St. Elizabeth’s is Tuesday, June 10th.
We gather at 8:15 AM in the lower parish hall of St. Luke’s



Cathedral. Last week, the essentials pantry provided goods to
over 400 neighbors. Please remember that donations of non-
food essentials can always be left in the undercroft for delivery
to the pantry.

Capital Campaign Update

Our Progress

As of today, we can report that individuals or families have
made written commitments of gifts or bequests totaling
$191,125. That is an increase of close to $30,000 over last
week's total.

Why St. Peter's Is Important To Me

As we prepared for the campaign, we asked parishioners to
tell why St. Peter’s is important to them and their faith. Each
week we will be sharing some of those comments in Key Notes.
Here are three more:

From Anne Whitman:

As a newcomer, I have found a joyful church and active
congregation in which to grow spiritually to make new friends
and to find opportunities to serve our God. I look forward to
being a part of a loving church family and find ways to use the
gifts God has given me. Knock and the door will be opened - ask
and it will be given you.

From Bob Simmons:

St. Peter’s is a family, safe, non-judgemental, peaceful,
welcoming, and open-hearted. A place for growing and trying
new things and a place to seek guidance (if needed).

From Jan Tracy:



St. Peter’s is my church family and my spiritual home. I have
been a member for 20+ years in good times and bad, even twice
when I considered leaving. Being physically engaged through
kneeling, blessing, communion at the rail are things that
enhance my worship…I like the changes/additions Father Tom
has made to the mass. He is truly a shepherd to His flock.

**************************
Campaign documents are available below.

The Campaign letter, explaining its goals: here
A Campaign Commitment Form: here
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers About the Campaign:
here

From the Junior Warden 

Please remember to sign up on the sheet in the undercroft if you plan
to help out at our Green Up Date on Satruday, June 14th from 9 to
11:30 AM.

Wayne Franklin

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/0b29bb96-3510-450f-903b-e5a20b577339.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/5b1ad60c-3f74-4585-8e6c-4efab05d36e4.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/019a69c9-101b-4df2-b6e9-f9590bf57125.pdf?rdr=true


Our Earth Keepers Are Already Preparing the Gardens
- Thank You

News From the Diocese

Bishop Brown recently released a statement about conflict in
the Holy Land, asking us to be engaged in support for all those
seeking peace in that place. You can read his statement, "We
Can No longer Be Silent About the Horrors in the Holy Land,"
here.

Bishop Brown also invites us to express our support for
Christians living in the Holy Land:

You are invited to share words of encouragement and care with
Christians living in the Holy Land. 

During these challenging times, tangible reminders of peace,
prayer, and concern can be a comfort and connection between
people living across the globe. At the invitation of the presiding
bishop, Director of Faith Formation Emily Keniston will travel
to Amman, Jordan, later this month as part of her work with
global mission in the wider church. She will carry with her
cards and notes from folks across the diocese of Maine. You can
make cards/notes in English, try your hand at Arabic, or draw. 

​Cards can be mailed to Emily at 143 State St., Portland, ME
04101, dropped off at Loring House, or handed to her if you see
her. Cards must be collected no later than Saturday, June 21.

Portland Pride Parade
Saturday, June 21, 1 p.m.

Pride Month is an opportunity for all of God’s children to come
together and celebrate the holy diversity that is expressed
through God’s creation of humanity. It's time to celebrate! Our
youth in Maine have established a tradition of leading the way
in celebrations and parades across the state, with a focus on the
largest parade, in Portland. You are invited to join the
celebration in your own community, with the youth in Portland,
or both!

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/From-the-Bishop--No-More-Silence-on-Horrors-in-the-Holy-Land.html?soid=1102254033550&aid=fKVH9aLu57M


Episcopal Maine marches in the Portland Pride parade each
year to affirm the goodness of God’s creation of a diverse
humanity, and to share public witness of our loving God.
Sign up to join us at Portland Pride using this link!
Find more information and details of the day on our website.

Compline Link for June 12th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, June 11th at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. 

Words of the Week

Thurible and Thurifer

A thurible is a small metal pot on chains in which incense is
burned during the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. At. St.
Peter’s, we use incense for feast days such as Christmas, Easter,
and Pentecost. The term is derived from the Latin for “incense.”
It is sometimes called a censer, and the apocalyptic vision
recorded in Revelation mentions the use of a censer by an angel
(rev. 8:3,5).

The thurifer is the acolyte who carries and swings the thurible
during the liturgy. The thurifer or presider uses the thurible to
cense the altar, the gospel book, and the people.

Sunday Minister Rota for June

June 8
Ms. Anne Whitman and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic
Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Mr. Steven Koskinen, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Thurifer
Mr. Rodney Richard, Banner Bearer
Mr. David Savage, Holy Spirit Dove Kite Bearer
Marya Hickey, Agnes Parks-Stamm, Acolytes
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbJiGNqOxE91DdHjwfCyOwR-xUPbTrEgbBAyFsdoGwAEyHew/viewform
https://episcopalmaine.org/resources/portland-pride-2025-faqs/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82630665319


Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
​Mr. Rodney and Ms. Lenita Richard, Coffee Hour Hosts

June 15
Ms. Emily Keniston and Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Steven Koskinen, Crucifer
Ms. Anika Hickey, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
​Mr. Dan Warren, Coffee Hour Hosts

June 22

Mr. Galen Weibley and Mr. Stephen Booth, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Lector
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
​TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

June 29
Ms. Lenita Raichard and Ms. Anne Whitman, Eucharistic
Ministers
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Crucifer
Ms. Judy Howes, Lector
Ms. Cynthia Sherwood, Usher
TBD, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
​TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler



Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
David Savage

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Perhaps in an earlier life Bach was a mathematician; he was clearly
fascinated by numbers and used them as symbols in many of his
works, particularly those based on chorale tunes. Such is the case
with Come, God, Creator, Spirit Blessed, heard as the prelude: the
pedal part emphasizes the third beat of each note group, recalling the
Holy Spirit as the third person of the Trinity.   
 
The text for our opening hymn--"Christ is made the sure foundation"--
dates from the 7th century. It's based on St. Paul's description of the
church in Ephesians 2: "Build upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief cornerstone."
 
Within the worldwide Anglican communion, "Come Down, O Love
Divine" is probably sung more frequently on Pentecost Sunday than
any other hymn. The author of the text, Bianco da Siena, was a
fourteenth century Italian monk who wrote devotional poems
called laudi spirituali. A collection of his poems was published in 1851
at Lucca. One of these, “Discendi, amor santo,” is the basis for this
English translation by the Anglo-Irish clergyman Richard F. Littledale,
first published in The People's Hymnal in 1867. Though the third
Person of the Trinity is not specifically named until the very last line of
the hymn, it is clear through the terms “O Love divine” and “O
Comforter” that He is the one to whom the prayer is addressed. The
great composer and hymnodist Ralph Vaughan Williams wrote the
tune DOWN AMPNEY for this text in the English Hymnal in 1906. It
was named after his birthplace and has been widely praised as one of
the most beautiful hymn tunes ever written.
 

One of the most notable "Spirit Songs" of the twentieth century is
"There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place" by African American gospel
songwriter Doris Mae Akers (1923-95). Born in Brookfield, Missouri,
Ms. Akers moved to Los Angeles where she connected with some of
the best-known musicians of her day, including Billy Graham's long-
time soloist, George Beverly Shea, Mahalia Jackson, Aretha Franklin,
and Marian Anderson. She formed the first interracial choir in Los



Angeles, and it was just before one of their performances that "There's
a sweet, sweet Spirit" was born. Many of the choir members had
spontaneously knelt in prayer, and Ms. Akers was reluctant to
interrupt. Knowing that they were running late, she said, "We have to
go. I hate to leave this room, and I know you hate to leave...there is
such a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place."
 
The phrase stayed with her, and she wrote the song the next day.
 
Born in Canada and educated in England, Richard Keys Biggs (1886-
1962) was organist at the huge Church of the Blessed Sacrament in
Hollywood where he played for countless "celebrity weddings." Much
admired as performer, teacher and composer, he was the father of
eleven children, several of whom had successful careers as musicians.
The "Toccata" heard this morning is his best-known work; the Latin
phrase Deo Gratias can be translated as "Thanks be to God."~HT 
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