
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 18, 2025 

9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube
page here

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
Ms. Lenita Richard and Ms. Emily Keniston, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/de6c2460-0f29-49a3-a1d7-215a156fd5f4.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=c6429827-7f21-4ff7-b356-dee8af7c1d6c


Mr. Robert Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

One of my favorite hymns is “How Firm a Foundation” (#636
in The Hymnal 1982). We will be singing it as our last hymn
this Sunday. At coffee hour later that morning, we will share
news of our new capital Campaign, A FIRM FOUNDATION,
and I hope the words of the hymn will resonate in our hearts as
we hear details of the campaign.

Yes, the funds that we will be raising will help us to ensure that
the physical plant of St. Peter’s continues to serve as a place of
worship and ministry for years to come. We are paying
attention to structural needs, such as the repointing of the
stonework on the exterior of the building.

The campaign will mean more than tending to physical needs,
however. The hymn reminds us that Christ is our true
foundation. I continue to be impressed by the ways in which
people speak of how Jesus Christ is making himself known in
our life together. We have so many reasons to be grateful for all
that God is doing in our midst, and through an improved
endowment, as well as funds for future program needs, we can
provide not only for our present needs and ministries, but for
those who come after us.

If you cannot be with us Sunday, you will be receiving in the
mail next week information about the campaign and an
invitation to make a commitment to it. Please give prayerful
consideration to how you can contribute.  



Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your
faith in his excellent word!"

Learn More About the Capital Campaign at Coffee
Hour This Sunday

The Capital Campaign Committee will share with all of us the
purpose of our new capital campaign and answer questions that
people may have. All of us will receive written materials about
the campaign as well, either at church on Sunday or in the mail
in the coming week. The committee is eager to ensure that all of
us know of the opportunities this campaign will provide for St.
Peter’s. And as is always the case, there will be time for sharing
good food and fellowship.

Being-With Continues This Sunday

Our conversations about our Christian faith continue this
Sunday after coffee hour.

Youth Service Corps Meets on May 18th

The next Youth Service Corps (YSC) event will take place
on Sunday, May 18th from 12 to 2 pm. We will gather
to make trail mix snack bags for the Preble Street Food Security
Hub. Preble Street is not able to host a group larger than 7 on
site, so we'll meet instead at 1st Lutheran Church at 132
Auburn Street in Portland. As usual, we'll enjoy a pizza lunch
before we get to work! Please RSVP to Amber Burks by May
15th if you plan to attend.



A Merry Lunch Gathering



The Merry Hearts met for their monthly lunch today in the
undercroft. A good meal was shared by all. How does one
become a Merry Heart? Simply gather for lunch on the third
Thursday of the month at noon. There is always good food, and
as you can see, exceptional fellowship.

Pride Planning Meeting for Maine Youth



Tuesday, May 20, 6 - 7 p.m. on Zoom

In advance of the annual Portland Pride Parade on Saturday,
June 21, Maine youth, who have led the diocese's parade
delegation for three years, are expanding their involvement to
include specific learning about theological foundations, history
of LGBTQ+ community organizing within The Episcopal
Church, and specific strategies for organizing people for
advocacy. 

The subject for this third and final session is: "How to organize
in your community: the 'recipe" for group advocacy.' For more
information, please contact Director of Faith Formation Emily
Keniston.  

News From the General Church

The Presiding Bishop Declines Request for Episcopal
Migration Ministries To Assist with Resettlement of South
Africans

When a small group of white South Africans, whom the Trump
administration has deemed refugees, arrive in the United States
this week, they will be assisted by some nonprofit agencies that
historically have contracted with the U.S. government to do that
resettlement work.

Episcopal Migration Ministries will not be one of them.
The Episcopal Church, according to a letter issued May 12 by
Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe, has declined the Trump
administration’s request to participate in the fast-tracked
immigration of Afrikaners, part of the white minority in South
Africa that formerly governed the country until the end of the
extreme racial segregation of apartheid in 1994. EMM has not
assisted any new arrivals since early this year, when the Trump
administration halted the broader federal resettlement program
indefinitely.

Read the full article here.

Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe to Join Anglican
Delegation at Pope Leo XIV's Inauguration

mailto:ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2025/05/12/episcopal-church-will-not-resettle-white-south-africans-favored-by-trump-presiding-bishop-says/


Read the full article here.

Bishop Mariann Budde in Conversation With Tim
Shriver on May 22

Join Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde of the Diocese of
Washington and Tim Shriver, founder of UNITE and co-
founder the Dignity Index, for an evening conversation
exploring the role of dignity in our public life. This timely
discussion brings faith, education and public leadership into
dialogue to lessen polarization and find hope for our
democracy. Livestream options available. Find out more here.

The Word of the Week

Purificator

A purificator is not someone who purifies others. Rather, it is
the small white linen cloth used by eucharistic ministers to wipe
the rim of the chalice after serving each communicant
consecrated wine. Often it is embroidered with a small cross in
the center. We are grateful to Jan Tracy of the Altar Guild for
tending to these and other linens, making sure that they are
regularly cleaned and pressed.

Compline Link for May 21st

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, May 21st at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. 

St. Peter's Calendar
​

This Week at St. Peter’s
Capital Campaign Presentation at Coffee Hour

Sun, May 18th, 10:30 AM
Being-With, Sun. May 18th at 11 am

Youth Service Corps, Sun. May 18th, from 12-2, 1st Lutheran Church
Compline, Wednesday, May 21stat 7 pm, Zoom

 
In the Coming Weeks at St. Peter’s

https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2025/05/14/presiding-bishop-sean-rowe-to-join-anglican-delegation-at-pope-leo-xivs-inauguration/
https://cathedral.org/calendar/budde-shriver/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84715000264


Vestry, Tues May 27th from 6:30-8:30 pm, Zoom
Spring Green Up Clean Up Day, Sat. June 14th

Sunday Minister Rota for May

May 18th
Ms. Lenita Richard and Ms. Emily Keniston, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Mr. Robert Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

May 25th
Mr. Steven Booth and Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Lector
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston



Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


Robert Schumann's father was an author and book dealer
in Zwickau, the German town where Schumann was born. As a
child, Robert took piano, flute and cello lessons, and also started
composing.

When he was a teenager, he still wasn't sure whether he wanted to
be a writer or a composer. But after heading off to the University of
Leipzig to study law, he knew for certain he didn't want to be a
lawyer! In Leipzig, Schumann took piano lessons with a
distinguished teacher named Friedrich Wieck, whose star pupil
was his daughter Clara. In spite of the fact that she was nine years
younger than he was, Robert Schumann and Clara Wieck fell in
love. Clara's father absolutely refused to let the relationship
continue. It took years -- and a court battle with Clara's father --
before Robert and Clara Schumann could finally get married.

 When the Schumanns' daughter Marie turned seven, her father
gave her a small album of piano pieces that he'd written for her.
It's from this collection that this morning's prelude comes. 

The text for "Ye Holy Angels Bright" owes its present form to two
authors separated by 200 years. Richard Baxter (1615-91), an
English priest who "grew too Puritan for the bishops and too
Episcopalian for the Presbyterians," penned a lengthy poem
beginning with "Ye Holy Angels Bright." 200 years later,
John Hampden Gurney (1802-62) selected stanzas and ideas and
created a greatly modified version of the Baxter text which is not
really about angels so much as a call to praise God. Angels, the
departed souls in heaven, the church on earth, and any singer of
the hymn ("My soul, bear thou thy part") are all urged to share in
the endless praise of God. 

“Jerusalem, the Golden” was written by Bernard of Morlaix at the
Abbey of Cluny (at Bretagne, France) during the 12th century. It
was translated from the Latin by John Neale in 1858. John Mason
Neale (1818-1866) was born in London, the son of a clergyman.
Neale followed in his father's footsteps,  and he was instrumental
in the restoration of many churches in England. Neale adapted and
translated many ancient and medieval works throughout his life.
He and his collaborators produced over 400 hymns and carols.
The tune of “Jerusalem, the Golden” is “Ewing,” composed by
Alexander Ewing in 1853. Ewing (1830-1895) was born in
Aberdeen, Scotland and was a decorated army officero also studied
law. Music, however, was his passion. He composed “Ewing” while



a member of the highly acclaimed Harmonic Choir in Aberdeen.
"How Firm A Foundation" is a hymn so well known and loved that
Andrew Jackson requested it as he lay on his deathbed, and
Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson both asked that it be
sung at their funerals. It was sung on Christmas morning, 1898, by
American troops engaged in the Spanish-American war, and since
it was popular in both north and south during the Civil War,
Robert E. Lee, like T.R. and Wilson, asked that it be sung at his
funeral. The exact origin of the rousing tune is unknown, but it first
appeared in the collection called The Sacred Harp, published in
1844.

In Bach's day, the term fantasia carried considerable weight, and
as he did with so many musical forms inherited from earlier
composers, he developed this one in ways that broke new ground.
For Bach, a fantasia came to imply a piece characterized by
freedom, contrast, imagination and showmanship. So it is with this
morning's postlude: although short, it runs through several
different keys, explores three decidedly different textures, and
ends with a remarkable penultimate   chord that must have made
some members of his audience gasp!~HT 
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