
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 25, 2025 

9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service. 

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube
page here

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
Mr. Steven Booth and Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Lector
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/10233b44-f363-485f-8b31-c00ec3a11e5c.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=40b4f1e5-105a-47bf-be8f-0cb8d07d657c


Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
​The Altar Guild, Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

A Firm Foundation, our capital campaign, has begun. As one
person noted, the presence of the Holy Spirit was palpable on
Sunday as we gathered downstairs to learn more about what
God is doing in our midst and how we can contribute to St.
Peter's continued growth. Whether you have been a life long
member, or have just discovered this community, I hope you
will decide to take part. Generations to come will give thanks
for our faithfulness and generosity.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Details of our new capital campaign were shared with many of
us at coffee hour on Sunday, including the news that we have
already received commitments of $190,000 towards our
$250,000 goal. What an expression of faith!

We have mailed out a letter and commitment form this week,
and if you have not received one and were not able to be at
coffee hour, you can also view the information in the following
documents:

The Campaign letter, explaining its goals: here

 A Campaign Commitment Form: here

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers About the Campaign:
here

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/0b29bb96-3510-450f-903b-e5a20b577339.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/5b1ad60c-3f74-4585-8e6c-4efab05d36e4.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/019a69c9-101b-4df2-b6e9-f9590bf57125.pdf?rdr=true


As we prepared for the campaign, we asked parishioners to tell
why St. Peter’s is important to them and their faith. Each week
we will be sharing some of those comments in Key Notes. Here
are two:

From Linda Foster:
There are so many words to describe St. Peter’s
   -friendly, caring and sharing (coffee hour, dinners, work days)
   -nice mixture of listening and learning (Bible studies are
informative)
   -excellent sermons that have no equal 
   -music which raises my soul
   -responsive singing
I feel as though I was guided to ‘St. Peter’s when I moved to
Portland to be near family.
This is HOME.

From Galen Weibley:

I value after much searching with my move south, how alive the
Holy Spirit is at St. Peter's as we sing together and share in
fellowship afterwards for coffee hour. The rich liturgical
tradition mixed with openness and love for all make me feel at
home at St. Peter's Episcopal Church.

Being-With Prepares for Last Meeting

The Being-With Group is currently making a plan to gather for
their final session. They will not be meeting this Sunday, and
will be announcing a date for that meeting.

Earth Keeper Notes

We are happy to have 2 more members to our crew, Anne
Whitman and Louise Clark. Both are active gardeners.

We had a successful seed planting during coffee hour and hope
everyone is seeing some new plants emerging. When weather
clears we will meet to find a good spot to plant these pollinators
so necessary for the bee population. 



Meredith Tipton has been a great help and encouraged Vestry
to get St. Peters signed up for solar energy to lower electricity
costs. She also has ordered a rain barrel for water conservation
and watering plants.

I am so grateful for these women who are such a great
encouragement to keep our Earth Keeper efforts alive.
We welcome anyone who has time to join us. 
 
Thankfully,
Janene Gorham

Green Up and Clean Up on June 14th

We will gather on the church grounds from 9:00 - 11:30 AM to
rake, plant, weed, and attend to other cleanup chores. You do
not need to be a gardener to help! Watch for a list of our
projects in next week's Key Notes.

A Prayer for Memorial Day

Hear Our Prayer This Day

In the quiet sanctuaries of our own hearts,
let each of us name and call on the One whose power over us
is great and gentle, firm and forgiving, holy and healing ...

You who created us,
who sustain us,
who call us to live in peace,
hear our prayer this day.

Hear our prayer for all who have died,
whose hearts and hopes are known to you alone ...

Hear our prayer for those who put the welfare of others
ahead of their own
and give us hearts as generous as theirs ...

Hear our prayer for those who gave their lives
in the service of others,
and accept the gift of their sacrifice ...



Help us to shape and make a world
where we will lay down the arms of war
and turn our swords into ploughshares
for a harvest of justice and peace ...

Comfort those who grieve the loss of their loved ones
and let your healing be the hope in our hearts...

Hear our prayer this day
and in your mercy answer us
in the name of all that is holy.
Amen.

Adapted from a prayer by Austin Fleming

The Word of the Week

Collect for Purity

We learned earlier that "collect" is a term used for prayers in
The Book of Common Prayer, and is derived from the idea of
collecting the congregation's thoughts in a corporate prayer.
You may have noted that at the start of the service last Sunday,
all of us were invited to pray the Collect for Purity. Forms of
this prayer date back to the ninth century C.E., where it was
incorporated into the priest’s preparatory prayers before the
Holy Eucharist. When Thomas Cranmer shaped the first
Anglican prayer book, he modified the prayer and placed it at
the beginning of the communion prayer. A private prayer of the
priest was thus made available to be heard by the whole
congregation. You are invited to reflect on how these words
affect you as you join the priest in praying them each Sunday as
we worship.

Compline Link for May 28th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, May 28th at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82630665319


The Feast of the Ascension is Thursday May
29th...

... and we are invited to a Choral Holy Eucharist at St. Alban's:

St. Peter's Calendar
​

This Week at St. Peter’s

Vestry, Tue. May 27th from 6:30-8:30 pm, Zoom



Compline, Wednesday, May 28th 7 pm, Zoom

 
In the Coming Weeks at St. Peter’s

Coffee Hour Breakfast, Sun. June 1, after mass
Estate Planning Q and A, Sunday, Jun. 1, after Coffee Hour

The Day of Pentecost, Sun. June 8th
Spring Green Up Clean Up Day, Sat. June 14th, 9-11:30 AM

Sunday Minister Rota for May

May 25th
Mr. Steven Booth and Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Lector
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice



Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
                  ASchroth@maine.rr.com
or
Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662
               emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Among the triumphs of Felix Mendelssohn's all too short life--
he died at 38--were ten extended visits to England, where his
skills as composer, pianist and organist excited enormous
acclaim. In 1845, at the urging of his English publisher, he

mailto:ASchroth@maine.rr.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


composed a set of six organ sonatas--suites, really--which are
arguably the most important works written for the
instrument in the century following Bach's death.  

"Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Skies" is one of the great hymn
writer Charles Wesley's most famous texts. Wesley (1707-88)
quotes from various Biblical passages containing metaphorical
references to the sun to suggest that if Christ's presence is with
us, all of our deepest needs for the day ahead will be met.

In writing "Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life," Frank
Mason North probably penned the earliest Christian hymn of
the modern city. North (1850-1935), wrote the hymn looking
down on the busy canyons of New York City. Based on Matthew
22:9 ("Go ye therefore unto the partings of highways"), it is a
poignant picture of Christ's concerns for the down-trodden and
needy people of every city.  

The rousing hymn "Crown Him With Many Crowns"--
illustrating the verse from Revelation 19 "And on his head were
many crowns"--had two different authors, each of whom wrote
a poem of six verses. Happily, hymnal editors have selected
verses from each, resulting in a text of five stanzas instead of
twelve! The tune name DIADEMATA suggests diadems or
"crowns" and matches the striking first line of poetry with an
equally memorable first line of music.

Robert Bedell (1909-1973) was a prolific composer and music
editor. In the early days of radio, his recitals from the Brooklyn
Museum of Art were broadcast over New York City's WQXR to
considerable acclaim. The toccata heard as this morning's
postlude is indeed in the French style, featuring strongly
marked rhythms in the left hand and pedals, under a swirling
16th note figure in the right hand. ~HT
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