Opening wide our doors and hearts
in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 20, 2025
9:00 AM

Join us in person for our service.

Or join us by going to our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube
page here
The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:

Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer

Mr. Steve Koskinen, Lector
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher



https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/4fef3417-ebc2-4745-b75c-7e73c7560660.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=a7c27996-c598-4817-8c9b-97459f695a78

Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler and others, Coffee Hour Hosts

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

While I usually write a letter to you each week, today I want to
share a letter from Bishop Brown. The letter comes from The
Pine Tree, a monthly email he sends to all clergy in the

diocese. Given this season of summer camping, and
responding to the recent tragic events in Texas, Bishop Brown
offers some words to encourage all of us:

Dear Friends in Christ,

The devastation from the floods from the Guadalupe River
wrenches the heart. Immediately after the flood the Episcopal
Camp and Conference Centers, a network in our church, posted
a statement of care, with instructions for sending prayers and
money. More striking and moving for me, however, is their
description of the uniting bonds among the "camp" community,
irrespective of affiliation or orientation: We are profoundly
aware that in our community, all camp is family. When one
camp suffers, we all do. When one camp cries out, we all bend
to listen. The connections formed in this network of camps are
sacred, enduring, and now, grieving.

There are over 300 camps in Maine. EVERY ONE OF THEM
feels the grief from Camp Mystic in Texas, including our own,
Camp Bishopswood.

This summer I've been at Camp Bishopswood twice, once to be
with the staff before campers arrived, and again to have supper
and to preach and preside at the Friday evening worship
service.

At supper I asked one of the more extroverted campers (she was
seated next to me) what she loved about Camp Bishopswood;




she beamed and said, "That's easy...I love that I have friends
here because I don't have a lot of friends at home."

You can be assured the next time a vestry asks how their
diocesan assessment matters, I'll be talking about that camper
and Camp Bishopswood. You can too!

My time at Camp Bishopswood got me thinking about my
experiences at Camp Michigamme, where four generations of
my family have gone. It's not too much to say that Camp
Michigamme saved my life because it was there that I made
still-to-this-day close friends, and where I accepted Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Savior. All those trips down memory lane led
me to check out Camp Michigamme's website, where I read:
"Camp Michigamme is an inclusive place where kids who might
not feel welcomed in other places find here a community of
encouragement and love."

What else is there?

People everywhere shall continue to pray for the people of
Texas, and all those affected from the floods, including the
community at Camp Mystic. So shall we. We'll also pray in
thanksgiving for God's presence at church camps, including the
community at Camp Bishopswood.

Faithfully in Christ,

Thomas




PS from the Rector: Have you ever been to Camp
Bishopswood? If not, consider going to the Summer Finale,
which this year is scheduled for the weekend of September 27-
28th. Our own Emily Keniston, who helps to shape that
weekend can fill you in on this gem of a diocesan resource and
how you can visit it.

Vestry Meets on Tuesday July 22nd at 6:30 PM

Our vestry, the governing board of the parish, will meet on
Zoom on Tuesday, July 22nd at 6:30 PM.

All members of the parish are welcome to attend vestry
meetings. If you wish to join the meeting, the Zoom link is
here.

And remember, your vestry is here to listen to you as we move
ahead in our growth as a parish. All vestry members welcome
your input, even if you cannot attend a meeting. We are here to
serve God and the parish.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85079443310

The 2025 vestry members are:

Anita Chandler, Senior Warden

Wayne Franklin, Junior Warden

Kathleen McCormick, Clerk

Bob Simmons, Treasurer

Tom Ainsworth, Lorna Blackmer, Thora Easton, Linda Foster
Chris Hickey, Steve Koskinen, Patty Lamb, Lenita Richard
Allison Schroth, Anne Whitman, Fr. Tom

It is not too early to think about Baptism,
Confirmation, or Reception

Bishop Thomas Brown will make his visitation to St. Peter’s
Church on December 7th, the Second Sunday of Advent. He will
be accompanied by Bishop Rob Hirschfeld of New Hampshire,
who has oversight over our rector, Fr. Tom. When a bishop (or
bishops!) are present, it is an appropriate time to consider being
baptized, confirmed, or received into the communion of the
Episcopal Church (indeed, the latter two acts require the laying
on of hands by a bishop). In next week’s Key Notes, there will
be more information about what each of these rites mean, and
who would want to consider engaging in them. For now, do
make sure you have December 7th on your calendars to ensure
a warm welcome for both bishops.

Episcopal
Relief & Development
Working Together for Lasting Change

Responding to the Floods in Texas

Episcopal Relief and Development continues to support
recovery efforts in Texas, and you can contribute here.

Around the Parish

Thank you to Rebecca Wallace for enhancing our “side altar”



https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2025-press-releases/responding-to-deadly-texas-flooding/

that invites Prayers for Peace. The fresh flowers remind us of

the freshness of our prayers, new every morning, offered to
God.

Speaking of flowers... Linda Foster noted at Compline last
evening that as she and Thora Easton drove by the church the
other day, they were struck by how beautiful the church
grounds are looking. Thank you to our gifted gardeners, Earth
Keepers, and all those who have contributed to the beauty that
all who drive and walk by can appreciate.
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Compline Link for July 23th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, July 23rd at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. The Zoom link is here. This is a new
link and will be used until August 20th.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408221742

This Week at St. Peter’s

Vestry, Tuesday, July 2214, from 6:30-8:30 pm, Zoom
Compline, Wednesday, July 23rd at 7 pm, Zoom

Sunday Minister Rota for July

July 20th Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic
Ministers

Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer

Mr. Steve Koskinen, Lector

Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher

Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer

Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild

Ms. Anita Chandler and others, Coffee Hour Hosts

July 27th

Ms. Emily Hickey and Mr. Steve Booth, Eucharistic
Ministers

Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer

Ms. Emily Hickey, Lector

Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher

Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer

Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild

Wayne and Mary Franklin, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer Li st

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice

Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler

Mary Ann Hoy
Barbara Vessey
Galen Weibley




Fred Madore

Alan Biagiotti

Jane Noone

Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster

Garrett Keniston

David Savage

Kevin Karty

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth

Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom

Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes

Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice

David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin

Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin

Beth, friend of Lee Walters

Pam, friend of Anita Chandler

The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe

Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone

Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth

Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood

Grace, family member of Jessie Vega

Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone

Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler
Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey

Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney

Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin

Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes

Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood

Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler

Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin.

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth, at: 207-807-1315
Aschroth207@gmail.com

or

Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662

emma.e.bond@gmail.com



mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com

A Prayer for Those We Love

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care
and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for
them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Johann Sebastian Bach's first wife, Maria Barbara, died on July 7, 1720,
leaving him 7 children. The following year, while serving as Court
Capellmeister at Anhalt-Cothen, Bach remarried to Anna Magdalena
Wilcken, a soprano singer at the court who by all reports was as beautiful
as she was talented. In addition to raising Bach's children, she was to give
him 13 more between the years of 1723 to 1742. (Recalling Bach as
"prolific" is something of an understatement.) Bach's marriage to Anna
Magdalena was a happy one, and they shared a common love of music.
Bach dedicated some of his most inspired works to her, and she in turn
contributed enthusiastically to her husband's work, transcribing his music
and organizing regular musical evenings with visiting musicians at their
Leipzig home. The famous "Notebook for Anna Magdalena Bach,"given to
her in 1725, undoubtedly fulfilled an educational purpose in the musical
instruction of the Bach children. Furthermore, it can be regarded as a
family musical album reflecting the tastes of the Bach family. Today's
prelude--highly melodious-- comes from this collection.

"Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven" was written by Henry Francis
Lyte. The hymn is frequently sung in the United Kingdom and was used in
the 1947 royal wedding of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth, now the late Queen
Elizabeth II, and Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Born in Scotland and
educated at Enniskillen and Trinity College in Dublin, Lyte's most
important position was Anglican curate at Lower Brixham, Devonshire,
England, where he served for 24 years. The popularity of this hymn has
been significantly enhanced by LAUDA ANIMA, Sir John Goss' stirring
melody written in 1869 expressly for these lyrics. Its inclusion in Hymns
Ancient and Modern (1875 edition) and in The English Hymnal (1906)
have made it one of the most broadly sung Victorian hymns, used most
recently at both Queen Elizabeth's funeral and at King Charles'
coronation.

The author of our sequence hymn, John Ernest Bode (1816-74) wrote his
text for the confirmation of his three children. It is based on Luke 9:57:
"Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest." Oxford educated, Bode
was an Anglican priest, educator, and poet.

Our closing hymn, "O Zion, Haste" (1894) is one of the great Mission




hymns of the 19th century. Its inspiration is the so-called "Great
Commission" found in Matthew 28: "Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations..." The author, Mary Ann Faulkner Thompson, was born in
London and moved to Philadelphia where she married John Thompson,
the head librarian of the Free Library of Philadelphia, one of the most
historically significant public libraries in the world.

It is interesting to trace Bach's growing mastery of organ pedal technique
in his early compositions; the Praeludium in G major, while hardly a
complex work, requires far more skill than compositions written only
slightly earlier. It was almost certainly composed during the four year
span when Bach was the organist at the Neue Kirche in Arnstadt; in fact, it
may be one of the very pieces which earned him a reprimand from the
town council for "unseemly lack of restraint” in his virtuosic performance
practices. ~HT
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