
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 17, 2025 

9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Anne Whitman, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Lector & Videographer
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Congregants, Coffee Hour Hosts

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/cb932b15-3377-40f2-859e-d2c37426a4ac.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=e4764bee-6f14-4113-8c1b-206cc19e3242


Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends,

This Sunday, our Epistle lesson is on of my favorite passages
from the Book of Hebrews (Hebrews 11:29-12:2). After naming
various Old Testament figures and citing examples of faithful
witnesses and martyrs of the early Christian communities, the
author encourages us, writing,

 “since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before
us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who
for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1,2)

"Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses..." - that is such a
comforting and empowering phrase for me. When I have
grieved the loss of important mentors or teachers in my life, I
have drawn strength from knowing that they are now a part of
that great cloud. They not only surround me, but I sense them
still encouraging me and supporting me on my own journey
through life. As the second verse of our sequence hymn this
coming Sunday puts it:

A cloud of witnesses around
hold thee in full survey;
forget the steps already trod,
and onward urge thy way
and onward urge thy way.

I invite you to consider those teachers and mentors of faith who
are among the saints that surround you. We make this your
journey not only with the people around us in our faith
community, but with all those who in the past have inspired us,
encouraged us, and helped us in looking to Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith.



Faithfully,

Tom

Coffee Hour This Sunday

If you are attending church this Sunday, please bring
something to share for coffee hour. Many thanks!

Women's Bathroom Refreshing

The women's bathroom in the undercroft will be refreshed in
the next few weeks. It will continue to be open during this time,
but you should feel free to use the unisex bathroom while this
work continues. We are grateful for the work that will make this
space a more welcoming.

Register Now for Summer Finale Weekend!
Friday, Sept. 26 - Sunday, Sept. 28
Camp Bishopswood, Hope



Summer Finale is the Episcopal Diocese of Maine’s annual
celebration at Camp Bishopswood, located on Lake
Megunticook, about five miles from Camden.

All are welcome—we really mean it! Although Camp
Bishopswood serves our youth during its regular season,
Summer Finale is a time when everyone joins the fun. That
means households or individuals, that means friends and
family, and that means YOU, whoever you are!

Saturday's event, which is free to attend and includes lunch, is
the only time in which diocesan programming will be offered.
Scholarships are available to defray the cost of staying
overnight, which includes food and lodging.

Questions? Email our diocesans Director of Faith
Formation Emily Keniston.

Register Here

mailto:ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org
https://episcopalmaine.formstack.com/forms/summer_finale_2025


The Diocesan Creation Care Team has an opportunity for new
members to join them in their work! The team is a mix of clergy
and lay people who aim to advocate, network, and inspire
through education, action, and worship so that the Episcopal
Diocese of Maine might fulfill its calling to care for creation.
They meet on the third Thursday of the month, 4 - 5 p.m. on
Zoom. If you are interested in joining this important mission,
please email Sarah Braik. Learn more here.

You can also speak to Janene Gorham or Meredith Tipton
about the efforts of our parish Earth Keepers, who are
supported by the Diocesan Creation Care Team.

Praying with Creation, 2025

Most of us know very little about the great web of life that
surrounds us. The purpose of these daily devotions is to open
our eyes to some of the “created ones” with whom we share
common ground, to awaken our hearts to their needs, and to
take new steps toward living together in peace. 

Each day of the Season of Creation (Sept. 1 - Oct. 4)
participants will receive an email that highlights a different
keystone species in our newly designated Province One
EcoRegion. Each email will include a photo, a brief description
of the species for the day, a few thoughts on how the species
reflects our image of God, and a closing prayer. The Devotions
will be prepared by Episcopalians from around Province One.
Sign up here. 

The Devotions will also be accessible on the Episcopal Path to
Creation Justice website.

Compline Link for August 20th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday20th at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. Connect with our gathering by
clicking the Zoom link here.

mailto:sbraik642@gmail.com
https://episcopalmaine.org/ministries/advocacy/creation-care/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/IhYGn6v/PrayingWithCreation2025?source_id=6b76075c-a3b2-4b20-9ed9-e9fe9382f760&source_type=em&c=kUhKm3FvO7IDQinrEouhSnq1q868eild94ok6mNRpqyfq9V9GX1XGQ==&source_id=e4764bee-6f14-4113-8c1b-206cc19e3242&source_type=em&c=
https://www.episcopalcreationpath.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408221742


This Week at St. Peter’s

Compline, Wednesday, August 20th at 7 pm, Zoom

Coming Up at St. Peter’s

Compline, Wednesday, August 27th at 7 pm, ZoomFirst Sunday
Monthly Breakfeast resumes, September 7th at 11:15

Sunday Minister Rota for August

August 24, 2025
Ms. Lenita Richard and Mr. Steve Booth, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Crucifer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Lector
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher
Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Altar Guild, Coffee Hour Hosts

August 31, 2025
Ms. Janene Gorham & Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 



Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
David Savage
Kevin Curty
Thomas Ainsworth

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd , relative of Fr. Tom Mousin.

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com


or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that
you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Among the triumphs of Felix Mendelssohn's all too short life--he died
at 38--were ten extended visits to England, where his skills as
composer, pianist and organist excited enormous acclaim. In 1845, at
the urging of his English publisher, he composed a set of six
organ sonatas--suites, really--which are arguably the most important
works written for the instrument in the century following Bach's
death.  
 
"Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies" is one of the great hymn writer
Charles Wesley's most famous texts. Wesley (1707-88) quotes from
various Biblical passages containing metaphorical references to the
sun to suggest that if Christ's presence is with us, all of our deepest
needs for the day ahead will be met.
 
Phillip Doddridge was born in London, June 26, 1702. His grandfather
was one of the ministers under the Commonwealth, who were ejected
in 1662 upon the restoration of the monarchy. He was offered by the
Duchess of Bedford a university training at either Oxford or
Cambridge for ordination in the Church of England, but declined. He
entered  a  non-conformist seminary at Kibworth instead.  The settled
work of his life as a preceptor and divine began in 1729, with his
appointment to the Castle Hill Meeting at Northampton, and
continued till in the last stage of consumption, he sailed to Lisbon, in
1751, where he died October 26, the same year. Two hundred pupils in
all, gathered from England, Scotland and Holland, were prepared in
his seminary, chiefly for the dissenting ministry, but partly for
professions. The wide range of subjects, including daily readings in
Hebrew and Greek, Algebra, Trigonometry, Watts' Logic, outline of
Philosophy, and copious Divinity, is itself a proof
of Doddridge's learning.  "Awake My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve," set to
a rousing tune by Handel, has been published in over 600 hymnals
spanning many denominations worldwide.

mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


 
The rousing hymn "Crown Him with Many Crowns"--illustrating
the verse from Revelation 19 "And on his head were many crowns"--
had two different authors, each of whom wrote a poem of six verses.
Happily, hymnal editors have selected verses from each, resulting in a
text of five stanzas instead of twelve! The tune name DIADEMATA
suggests diadems or "crowns" and matches the striking first line of
poetry with an equally memorable first line of music.
 
Beethoven's "The Heavens Are Telling" is sometimes translated as
"The Glory of God in Nature." Perhaps the two titles combined convey
the spirit of the work: praise to God for the natural beauty which
surrounds us (and which we are bound to honor and protect.) ~HT
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