
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 31, 2025

9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
Ms. Janene Gorham & Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Congregants, Coffee Hour Hosts**

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/4689e986-7263-46b8-aec9-fb937cea9ce5.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=a04978c1-21c7-48f8-b368-2200e513ea89


Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

**If you are attending in person this week, please bring
something to share for Coffee Hour.

Dear Friends, 

While I usually write a weekly message to you, I am delighted
when others offer to share some words of wisdom. This week,
Kathleen McCormick provides the reflection.

Tom

Two years ago, I put out my first hummingbird feeder, and lo and
behold, they came. It was a miracle to catch a glimpse of these
enchanting and energetic birds. Again this year, after consulting
the map that said the hummingbirds were arriving in Maine, I put
out the feeder. However, this year the experience was a little
different. The hummingbirds came right away, but then mostly
disappeared.  I am sure you remember what a damp and cool May
and June we had. The hummingbirds must have been just as
discouraged by it as we were. I continued to feed them, hoping for
more sightings.
 
Eventually, the weather brightened and warmed and they
reappeared. I began to realize that there are reliable times of the
day – mostly morning and dinnertime – at which they would
appear with some predictability. I also read something about
hummingbirds recognizing the feeders and sometimes the people
who feed them.
 
One day, I began to open the screen door and look for them at
these times. They would come and visit and I was
charmed. Eventually, I had the courage to stand on the porch right
next to the feeder. A hummingbird flew right up to me….I was so
blessed. Now, I do it once or twice a day. Often, they fly right up to
me, then go off to the feeder, sometimes returning right to me
again before going off to the butterfly bush, the hibiscus or the
neighbor’s dahlias.  It has been a gift to me, a new ritual for the



day, that brings me closer to nature and to the wonders of God’s
creation.   I will miss them as they leave for warmer climates, will
long for their return, and will rejoice in the early sightings next
spring. For now, I count my blessings by their visits and the
reminder of God’s presence in my daily life.
 

But ask the beasts, and they will teach you;
    the birds of the air, and they will tell you;

or the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;
    and the fish of the sea will declare to you.

Job 12: 7-8.

Capital Campaign Update

 Our campaign commitments now stand at $244,009, with
contributions from 26 individuals or families. Of those
commitments, $27,376 has already been received. We are
drawing close to our goal of $250,000! If you have not yet
made a commitment, you can help us exceed our goal. Find out
more information below.

Campaign Letter

Campaign Commitment Form

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Compline Link for August 27th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, the 3rd at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. Connect with our gathering by
clicking the Zoom link here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/0b29bb96-3510-450f-903b-e5a20b577339.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/5b1ad60c-3f74-4585-8e6c-4efab05d36e4.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/019a69c9-101b-4df2-b6e9-f9590bf57125.pdf?rdr=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408221742


Register Now for Summer Finale Weekend!
Friday, Sept. 26 - Sunday, Sept. 28
Camp Bishopswood, Hope

Summer Finale is the Episcopal Diocese of Maine’s annual
celebration at Camp Bishopswood, located on Lake
Megunticook, about five miles from Camden.

All are welcome—we really mean it! Although Camp
Bishopswood serves our youth during its regular season,
Summer Finale is a time when everyone joins the fun. That
means households or individuals, that means friends and
family, and that means YOU, whoever you are!

Saturday's event, which is free to attend and includes lunch, is
the only time in which diocesan programming will be offered.
Scholarships are available to defray the cost of staying
overnight, which includes food and lodging.

Questions? Email our diocesans Director of Faith
Formation Emily Keniston.

Register Here

Praying with Creation, 2025

Most of us know very little about the great web of life that
surrounds us. The purpose of these daily devotions is to open
our eyes to some of the “created ones” with whom we share
common ground, to awaken our hearts to their needs, and to
take new steps toward living together in peace. 

Each day of the Season of Creation (Sept. 1 - Oct. 4)
participants will receive an email that highlights a different
keystone species in our newly designated Province One
EcoRegion. Each email will include a photo, a brief description
of the species for the day, a few thoughts on how the species
reflects our image of God, and a closing prayer. The Devotions
will be prepared by Episcopalians from around Province One.
Sign up here. 

The Devotions will also be accessible on the Episcopal Path to

mailto:ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org
https://episcopalmaine.formstack.com/forms/summer_finale_2025
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/IhYGn6v/PrayingWithCreation2025?source_id=6b76075c-a3b2-4b20-9ed9-e9fe9382f760&source_type=em&c=kUhKm3FvO7IDQinrEouhSnq1q868eild94ok6mNRpqyfq9V9GX1XGQ==&source_id=a04978c1-21c7-48f8-b368-2200e513ea89&source_type=em&c=
https://www.episcopalcreationpath.org


Creation Justice website.

This Week at St. Peter’s

Compline, Wednesday, September 3rd, at 7 pm, Zoom

First Sunday Breakfast, September 7th at 11:15 am, after the
service

Coming Up at St. Peter’s
St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tues. Sept. 9th,  8:30-11 am, St. Luke’s

Compline, Wednesday, September 10th, at 7 pm, Zoom

Sunday Minister Rota for August

August 31, 2025
Ms. Janene Gorham & Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Lector
Mr. Robert Simmons, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Congregants, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti



Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
David Savage
Kevin Curty
Thomas & Kathryn Ainsworth
Ann Bay

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd , relative of Fr. Tom Mousin.

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that
you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

Born in Wisconsin in 1895, Walter Zimmerman served in France
during World War I and afterward, settled in Chicago where he
was the keyboardist (organ, piano, harpsichord) for the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra. A prolific composer during his lifetime, he is
known today largely because of his short tone poem for organ,
heard as this morning's prelude. Given his war-time service in
France, the "cathedral" which inspired the work is
presumably Notre Dame, in Paris.  
 
"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory forever and ever" (I Timothy 1:17) is the
basis for today's opening hymn of pure praise. The rollicking
rhythm of the Welsh melody leads to the climactic poetic thought
of God being invisible only because He is hidden by the splendor of
light.  
 
Charles Wesley's “Jesus, lover of my soul” foreshadows famous
hymns on a related theme including “Rock of Ages” (1776) by
English Anglican turned Calvinist Augustus M. Toplady, and
“Abide with me” (1847) by Scottish Anglican Henry Francis Lyte.
Like these hymns, “Jesus, lover of my soul” has attracted a number
of stories. Some have tried to connect the sea images in the hymn
to the tumultuous voyage of the Wesley brothers to America in
1736.Rather than focusing on the circumstances surrounding the
poem’s composition, there can be no doubt as to its influence and
popularity on this side of the Atlantic Ocean. Henry Ward Beecher
(1813-1877), the great American preacher, stated: “I would rather
have written this hymn of Wesley’s than to have the fame of all the
kings that ever sat on earth.”

"Be Thou My Vision" is beloved throughout the Anglican
Communion, no more so than in the United States, Canada and the



UK. Part of its popularity can be attributed to its memorable
tune, Slane, an Irish folk song which was harmonized in the early
20th century by the Welsh composer David Evans.

Composer, arranger, pianist, organist, and
conductor, Ovid Young was born in Portsmouth, Ohio in 1940. His
parents were devotees of Classical literature, and named their first
son after the great Roman poet. As a composer and
arranger, Young published hundreds of works, including many
pieces of church music. He also composed the orchestral scores to
several feature‑length films. As a conductor, he appeared as guest
conductor with many prominent ensembles, including the English
Chamber Orchestra, the Seoul (Korea) Philharmonic, the Danish
Radio Symphony, the Florida Philharmonic, and the symphonies
of Pittsburgh, Denver, Phoenix, and Nashville. Ovid Young died on
August 24, 2014. ~HT  
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