
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
in the Season of Creation

September 7, 2025
9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a breakfast after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/4e5b4129-26c4-41c3-a90d-feae9f11ea7d.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=eeffbb07-41d4-4e42-81e4-4f7a5f24dfab


Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr. Jonthan McCormick & Mr. Richard Price, Counters
Mr. Robert Simmons, Ms. Anita Chander, Ms. Patty Lamb ,
Breakfast Hosts

 

Music Notes for this Sunday's service can be found at the end of
Key Notes.

Dear Friends, 

With many parishes of the Episcopal Church and other
denominations, we will be observing the Season of Creation
from September 7 through October 5. The celebration of this
Season began in 1989 when Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I
established September 1 as a Day of Prayer for Creation for the
Orthodox Church. The World Council of Churches extended the
celebration to October 4th, the Feast Day of St. Francis of
Assisi. An ecumenical effort is now underway to establish a
worldwide Feast of Creation on September 1.

Louise Clark, Janene Gorham, Meredith Tipton, and Anne
Whitman are our parish Earth Keepers. I have met with them to
make plans for including themes related to the creation in our
Sunday masses. In addition, they will be providing insights and
resources as we move through this season to encourage us all to
be good stewards of what we have received. Check out the new
Creation Care Table in the undercroft, which includes "green"
housekeeping and gardening tips, as well as recipes. Do speak
to any one of them about your concerns or ideas. And
remember that our efforts are part of a much larger ecumenical
effort to help heal the earth.

Faithfully,



Fr. Tom

The Creation Care Table in the Undercroft

Creation Care Thoughts

Each week, our parish Earth Keepers will share some words
encouraging us to reflect on the creation and our
responsibilities to it. Here is this week’s offering:

"The earth that nourishes us has a right to my work and my
strength.  It is not fitting that I should despise the earth on
which I have my life. I owe her faithfulness and gratitude."
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Praying with Creation, 2025

Most of us know very little about the great web of life that
surrounds us. The purpose of these daily devotions is to open
our eyes to some of the “created ones” with whom we share
common ground, to awaken our hearts to their needs, and to
take new steps toward living together in peace. 

Each day of the Season of Creation (Sept. 1 - Oct. 4)
participants will receive an email that highlights a different
keystone species in our newly designated Province One
EcoRegion. Each email will include a photo, a brief description
of the species for the day, a few thoughts on how the species
reflects our image of God, and a closing prayer. The Devotions



will be prepared by Episcopalians from around Province One.
Sign up here. 

The Devotions will also be accessible on the Episcopal Path to
Creation Justice website.

Breakfast on Sunday

Our First Sunday of the Month Breakfast returns this Sunday
after the 9 am mass. We suggest a $5 donation, but all are
welcome regardless of your offering. And if you just come down
for coffee or tea, we still want to see you!

Loving Our Neighbors at St. Elizabeth's

Our St. Elizabeth’s Volunteer morning is this coming Tuesday,
September 9th. We meet at 8:15 am in the lower parish hall of
St. Luke’s Cathedral in Portland (accessed from Park Street).
Come join others to provide essential non-food items for new
neighbors in Maine. Donations of bedding, kitchen supplies,
and dental hygiene products can always be left in the basket a
the back of the undercroft under the St. Elizabeeth’s sign.

Baptism, Confirmation, and Reception

Bishop Brown, accompanied by Bishop Hirschfeld of New
Hampshire, will be making his official visitation to St. Peter’s
on Sunday December 7th. When a bishop makes a visitation to
any parish, it is an opportunity for the bishop to baptize,
confirm, and receive persons into the community of faith

What do these different sacramental rites mean? As breakfast is
finishing this Sunday, you are invited to join Fr. Tom upstairs
for an explanation of each of them, and why you might consider
partaking in one of them. As we look ahead to December 7th,
there will be preparation sessions planned for these rites. Come
learn more, and have your questions answered this Sunday
after breakfast.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/IhYGn6v/PrayingWithCreation2025?source_id=6b76075c-a3b2-4b20-9ed9-e9fe9382f760&source_type=em&c=kUhKm3FvO7IDQinrEouhSnq1q868eild94ok6mNRpqyfq9V9GX1XGQ==&source_id=eeffbb07-41d4-4e42-81e4-4f7a5f24dfab&source_type=em&c=
https://www.episcopalcreationpath.org


Around the Parish

Congratulations to Gwyn Stansfield and Matt Cheney, who were
united in marriage on Saturday, August 30th.

Compline Link for September 10th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, the 10th at its
usual time at 7:00 PM. Connect with our gathering by clicking
the Zoom link here.

A Prayer for Students, Teachers, and Educational
Staff as We Begin A New School Year

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom: Enlighten by your
Holy Spirit those who teach and those who learn, that,
rejoicing in the knowledge of your truth, they may worship
you and serve you from generation to generation; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Bless all schools, colleges, and universities that they may be
lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the
pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77864730591?pwd=2cqrZ20K0eaDh9ZOl5Kxe7cAaVLnnR.1


who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From The Book of Common Prayer

This Week at St. Peter’s
St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tues. Sept. 9th,  8:30-11 am, St. Luke’s

Compline, Wednesday, September 10th, at 7 pm, Zoom

Coming Up at St. Peter’s

Compline, Wednesday, September 17th, at 7 pm, Zoom
Vestry, Tuesday, September 23, 2025

Dates to Keep in Mind
Harvest Home Decoration & Dinner, October 18 Harvest Home

Eucharist, October 19 Diocesan Convention in Bangor, October 25
Holiday Fair, November 8 Myrna Koonce Ordination, November 15

Bishops Thomas Brown and Rob Hirschfeld, December 7

Sunday Minister Rota for September
September 7, 2025
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr. Jonthan McCormick & Mr. Richard Price, Counters
Mr. Robert Simmons, Ms. Anita Chander, Ms. Patty Lamb , Breakfast Hosts

September 14, 2025
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Anne Whitman, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Lector
Mr. Will Esterly & Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters
Mr. Rich Price and Mr. Paul Loven,  Coffee Hour Hosts

September 21, 2025
Ms. Janene Gorham & Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Crucifer
Mr. Fred Fowler, Lector
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher



Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler & Mr. Wayne Franklin, Counters
Parish Earth Keepers, Coffee Hour Hosts

September 28, 2025
Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Hickey, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Mr. Jonthan McCormick & Mr. Wayne Franklin, Counters
TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey 
Galen Weibley
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
David Savage
Kevin Curty
​Ann Bay
​Raul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice



David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Glenn, spouse of Caroline Loupe
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd , relative of Fr. Tom Mousin.

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that
you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC

H. Alexander Matthews (1879-1973) was a professor at the
University of Pennsylvania and a much revered figure in the rich
musical life of Philadelphia. His setting of the familiar
hymn Fairest Lord Jesus is characteristic of his polished and

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


flowing style.
 
The text of the Sequence Hymn---"Thy Kingdom Come, O God”---
was written by Frederick Hosmer (1840-1929--a brilliant academic
and the pastor of both Unitarian and Congregational churches in
New England. The text, of course, is based on the second petition
of the Lord's Prayer and emphasizes world peace. Hosmer was
invited to lecture on hymnody at several theological seminaries
across the US, including Harvard Divinity School in 1908.

Our recessional hymn has a Maine connection. Pastor of the great
Riverside Church in New York City, Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-
1969) was one of America's most influential and oft-cited
preachers. While vacationing at his summer home
in Boothbay Harbor, Maine, he wrote his popular hymn, "God of
Grace, And God of Glory" for the opening of Riverside in 1930.

Jeremiah Clarke (1674-1707) seemed destined to win a place as
one of England's major musical figures: after serving as a choir boy
at the Chapel Royal, he became organist at Winchester College at
an early age. Subsequently, he won appointments to both St. Paul's
Cathedral and the Chapel Royal, where his skill as player and
composer gained great favor. Unfortunately, he fell in love with "a
beautiful lady of a social rank far higher than his own," and in a fit
of despair, took his own life. 
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