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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Portland, Maine 

 The First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 

  
Welcome to all. 

As the altar candles are lit prior to the service and the chimes are heard, 
we are invited to observe a time of quiet, and to gather our hearts in a spirit of prayer. 

The people’s responses are in bold print.  
Music for the hymns can be found in the blue book in the pew racks, The Hymnal 1982. 

  
Welcome                                                                                                       The Rev. Thomas Mousin  
 

Prelude Savior of the Nations, Come           Johann Sebastian Bach 
         
All stand for the   
Hymn in Procession     #59     "Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding"       The Hymnal 1982 
 
1. Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding: 
‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 
‘Cast away the works of darkness, 
O ye children of the day.’ 
 
2.  Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth’s bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 

 
3.  Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven; 
 
4.  so when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
may he with his mercy shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 

5.  Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run. 

 
All remain standing for the 
Opening Acclamation
Presider     Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People       You come to your people and set them free. Amen. 

 
The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God,  
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.                                                                                                                    
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The Song of Praise              “Light One Candle” 
 

 

 
 

 

Text: Copyright ©2025 by Thomas N. Mousin Tune: Copyright ©2025 by Frances S. Drake. All rights reserved 
 
 
The Collect 
Presider           The Lord be with you.        
People            And also with you.  
Presider ALMIGHTY God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever 

People  Amen. 
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All are seated for 
The Lessons                       Ms. Anne Whitman 
 
The First Lesson      Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of 
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

Lector     The word of the Lord.    
People     Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 122 

 
1I was glad when they said to /me,  
“Let us go to the house of the /LORD.” 
2Now our feet are /standing  
within your gates, O Je/rusalem. 
 

3Jerusalem is built as a /city  
that is at unity with it/self; 
4To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the /LORD,  
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the /LORD. 
 
5For there are the thrones of /judgment,  
the thrones of the house of /David. 
6Pray for the peace of Je/rusalem:  
“May they prosper who l/ove you. 
 

7Peace be within your /walls  
and quietness within your /towers. 
8For my brethren and com/panions’ sake,  
I pray for your pros/perity. 
 

The last two measures of the psalm tone are repeated: 
9Because of the house of the LORD our /God,  
I will seek to do you /good.” 
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The Second Lesson   Romans 13:11-14 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Lector    The word of the Lord.         
People       Thanks be to God. 
 
All stand for the 
Sequence Hymn     #66     "Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus"     The Hymnal 1982 
 
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2.  Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4.  By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
All remain standing for   
The Gospel       Matthew 24:36-44 
 
Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.     
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For 
as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

Presider    The Gospel of the Lord.          
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Homily                                                          The Rector 
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After a period of silence, all stand for the 
Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light,  
       true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified  
     under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again 
      in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge  
      the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
      the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son  
      he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic  
      and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
      for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   

      and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All are seated or kneel for the  
Prayers of the People  
The Lector leads the people responsively in prayer. After each intercession, please add your own intercessions in silence or aloud. 
 
People of God, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us pray to the Lord singing, “This is our prayer; 
this is our prayer, O God. 

Wake from sleep, O God, your Church. Let us lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
Let us live honorably as salvation draws ever nearer. In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Dunstan's, 
Ellsworth, and for the basic right of all people to adequate shelter.  Pause 
       This is our prayer. This is our prayer, our God.  
 
Wake from sleep, O God, this nation. May we beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into pruning 
hooks. May we learn war no more. Pause 
 This is our prayer. This is our prayer, our God.  
 
     Wake from sleep, O God, your creation. May the mountains rise to meet you and the crops of the fields 
burst forth in praise. Pause 
 This is our prayer. This is our prayer, our God.  
 
Wake from sleep, O God, the cities and towns where we dwell. May there be peace and prosperity within our 
walls. We pray for all those affected by the imperfect systems meant to care for children who cannot remain 
with their families of origin. We pray especially for these children, and for judges and social workers, foster and 
biological families, school and community members, that healing and peace may be found. Make clear our paths 
that we may walk in your light. Pause 
 This is our prayer. This is our prayer, our God.  
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Wake from sleep, O God, those in pain and sadness. Deliver them from their darkness that they may rejoice in 
your light. May all those waiting for healing find your salvation is near.  From our parish prayer list, we pray 
from Kelly Marie Bell,  Earle,  Grace,  Kay Gross, Lisa Gorham, Gerald and Anita Talbot, John Manchester, 
and those others we name, silently or aloud.  
 Pause 
 This is our prayer. This is our prayer, our God.  
 
 Wake all your people from sleep, O God. Prepare your saints for that day when the Son of Man will return, 
with the saints at rest, to reign with us forever and ever. Pause 
  This is our prayer. This is our prayer, our God.  
 
     
The Presider offers a concluding Collect, and then bids the  
Confession  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God, we confess  
that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

  
The Presider offers the  
Absolution  
 
All stand for  
The Peace 
Presider    The peace of the Lord be always with you.      
People      And also with you.  
      
The Offertory Sentence  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the Offertory Hymn, the people’s offerings are received. General offerings for the church’s 
ministries may be placed in the larger offering plate, and offerings for the Project Feed Food Pantry 
may be placed in the smaller plate. General offerings can also be made using the Venmo QR code. 
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All stand for 
The Offertory Hymn      #304    "I Come With Joy To Meet My Lord"            The Hymnal 1982 
 
1.  I come with joy to meet my Lord, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall 
his life laid down for me. 
 
2.  I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ’s communion bread. 
 

3.  As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
That love that made us makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends. 
 
4.  And thus with joy we meet our Lord. 
His presence, always near, 
is in such friendship better known: 
we see, and praise him here.

5.  Together met, together bound, 
we’ll go our different ways, 
and as his people in the world, 
we’ll live and speak his praise. 

Please stand for  
The Presentation Hymn

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 
The Great Thanksgiving                       Eucharistic Prayer B, The Book of Common Prayer   p. 367 
The Sursum Corda
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

God 
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The Presider continues with the Preface, inviting all to join in singing the 
Sanctus  # S130                      The Hymnal 1982 
 
   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,    
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
The People kneel or sit. 
The Presider gives thanks to God on behalf of the people, and invites all to join in the 
 Memorial Acclamation  
  
Presider Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All   We remember his death, 
   We proclaim his resurrection, 
   We await his coming in glory. 
 
The Presider continues, concluding with 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.    
All  Amen.  

  
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

 
After a period of silence, all join in singing the 
Fraction Anthem      #S 155                                     The Hymnal 1982 

 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
The Administration of Communion  
All are invited to come forward as directed by the usher and stand or kneel at the altar rail to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers 
are available. Simply ask the priest when you are being served if you would like one. Please let the usher know if you would like to 
receive communion at your pew. 
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Those who cannot be with us to partake in communion in person are invited to pray the  
Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and Blood are 
offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption 
won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I 
unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me 
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
Presider Let us pray. 

People God of abundance, 
 you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
All stand for the 
Blessing  
Hymn in Procession       #73 "The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns"      The Hymnal 1982 
 
1. The King shall come when morning dawns 
and light triumphant breaks; 
when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
and life to joy awakes. 
 
2.  Not, as of old, a little child, 
to bear, and fight, and die, 
but crowned with glory like the sun 
that lights the morning sky. 

3.  The King shall come when morning dawns 
and earth’s dark night is past; 
O haste the rising of that morn, 
the day that e’er shall last; 
 
4.  and let the endless bliss begin, 
by weary saints foretold, 
when right shall triumph over wrong, 
and truth shall be extolled.

 
5. The King shall come when morning dawns 
and light and beauty brings: 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, 
come quickly, King of kings. 

 
Dismissal 
Presider    Let us go forth in the name of Christ.      
People      Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude      Chaconne in G minor                     Louis Couperin
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Ministers Serving Today 
The People of God, called to be St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Celebrants  

The Rev. Thomas Mousin, Presider  
Mr. Herbert Taylor, Organist  

Ms. Janene Gorham & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers 
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer 

Mr. David Savage and Mr. Steven Koskinen, Torchbearers 
Ms. Anne Whitman, Lector 
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher 

Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer 
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild 

Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters 
 

Announcements 
 

Welcome to all of you joining us this morning. If you are new to St. Peter’s and want to learn more about us, please 
fill out one of the pew cards and place in the offering plate or give to an usher.  You also can contact our rector, Fr. 
Tom, at: stpeters.tmousin@gmail.com 

Join us for Coffee Hour in the undercroft after the mass. 

Offering our gifts to God is part of our worship whenever we gather. Offerings are received during the Offertory. 
You may also mail your gift to: St. Peter’s Church, 10 Alton Street Portland, ME 04103, or you can give online directly to 
St. Peter’s by going to our website.    Also, offerings can also be made through Venmo. See the back of this leaflet for 
the QR code. 

Offerings for Project Feed, the emergency food pantry, can be placed in the smaller plate passed during the Offertory. 

Please remember these parishioners, friends and family members on our parish prayer list:  
Parishioners:  Ann Marie Cady, Allison Schroth, Francisco Andreu, Diane Dalton, Dino Rice, Robert Stillings, Mary Ann 
Hoy, Barbara Vessey, Fred Madore, Rob Ingham, Alan Biagiotti, Jane Noone, Marc Lombe and his family, Pat Fowler, 
Linda Foster, Garrett Keniston, David Savage, Kevin Curty, and Paul Loven 

Friends and Family:  Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth, Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom, Tommy Valente, friend of Don 
and Ann Marie Cady, Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes, Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice, Marge 
Devine, family member of Allison Schroth, Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth, Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice; David 
Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin, Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin, Beth, friend of Lee Walters, Pam, friend of Anita Chandler, The 
Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth,  Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone, Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison 
Schroth, Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood Grace, family member of Jessie Vega,; Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone, Lisa Gorham, 
daughter of John & Janene Gorham, Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler, John Manchester, friend of Fr. Tom, 
James Ford, former parishioner and friend of Lenita Richard , Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey , Todd Cheney, father of Matt 
Cheney, Jay Sprout, friend of Fr. Tom, Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes, Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone, 
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood, Michael King, friend of Allison Schroth, Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscilla Madore, Norma 
and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone, and Mary Jo   Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin, Frank Beal, Lela Michie, friends of the 
Richards and Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks.  
 
If you wish to add, remove, or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators: Allison 
Schroth, at: 207-807-1315 Aschroth207@gmail.com  or Emma Bond at: 207-619-3662   emma.e.bond@gmail.com 
 
Parish Prayer Ministry: Allison Schroth and Emma Bond coordinate our parish prayer ministry. If you would 
like to add persons names to the prayer list, please contact them. For Allison: 207-807-1315 or 
ASchroth@maine.rr.com.  For Emma: 207-619-3662 or emma.e.bond@gmail.com. 
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This Week at St. Peter’s 

Search Committee, Tues. Dec. 2nd, 6:30 pm, Zoom 
Contemplative Crafting, Wed. Dec. 3rd, 11 am -12:30 pm, Bethany House 

Compline, Wed. Dec 3rd,  7 pm,  Zoom 
Bishops Thomas Brown and Rob Hirschfeld Visitation December 7th 

 
Coming Up at St. Peter’s  

St. Elizabeth’s Essential’s Pantry, Tue. Dec. 9, 8:30-11 am,  St. Luke’s 
Youth Service Corps, Sun. Dec. 14th, 12-2 pm, Williston-Immanuel United Church 

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th, 7 pm 
Christmas Day Service, December 25th, 10 am at St. Luke’s Cathedral 

Ceremony of Carols Concert, Sat. Dec, 27 4 pm 
 
 
NOTES ON THIS WEEK'S MUSIC: 
Bach's short setting of  Savior of the Nations, Come is among his most poetic compositions. Indeed, its haunting 
overtones of mystery and expectation have led many organists to make playing it at the beginning of Advent an 
annual ritual. The original Lutheran chorale of 1524 features a text adapted by Martin Luther which itself dates 
from the 12th century. The song was the predominant hymn for the First Sunday of Advent for centuries. 
 
Our opening hymn--"Hark, A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding"--dates from the 5th century. The text is based on 
Romans 13:11 and Luke 21:25. The changes in the adjective modifying "voice" in the first line reflect the 
development of the English language. Originally, the word was "awful"...meaning, "inspiring awe." Once this 
was no longer appropriate, the word was changed to "herald"....suggesting "one who brings advance notice." 
Except "herald" came to have so many secular associations that it seemed inappropriate for a hymn text. 
Finally, in the mid-19th century, the great English translator, Edward Caswell,  suggested "thrilling," and this 
adjective has stuck! 
 
During Advent, it's customary in the Anglican Communion to substitute a  seasonally appropriate alternative to 
the "Gloria." This year, we'll be introducing the latest of Fr. Tom's beautiful Advent poems,  set to a new tune 
by Frances (Robin) Drake. 
 
Our closing hymn--"The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns"--was ostensibly translated by the Scottish 
scholar John Brownlee (1857-1925) from the Greek, but no original has been found. It's possible that it was a 
John Brownlee original, although the thoughts of the hymn certainly reflect the early Greek emphasis on light 
and salvation. The last stanza ends with a translation of the famous second-coming phrase, "Maranatha"--
"Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come!" 
 
The Couperin family were a musical dynasty of professional composers and performers. They were the most 
prolific family in French musical history, active during the Baroque era (Seventeenth—Eighteenth 
Centuries). Louis Couperin  (1626-1661) and his nephew, François Couperin le grand, are the best known 
members of the family. Originally a fiery--and overtly suggestive--Spanish dance, by the 17th century, 
the chaconne had evolved into a stately instrumental movement in 3/4 time organized around an oft-repeated 
harmonic progression. In the organ literature, the Chaconne in G minor is one of the most popular examples of 
the form. ~HT    
All music licensed for print and streaming through One License #738681-A 
  
 

NOTES ON OUR ADVENT LITURGY 
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Advent marks the beginning of a new church year. In this season, we prepare for Christ’s coming, both as an infant, but 
also as the one who will return. As much as Advent is a season of remembering, it is also one of anticipation, looking 
towards that time when all that God intends for the creation is accomplished. Advent always begins four Sundays before 
Christmas, and our liturgy for these four Sundays is marked by some changes. These changes include: 
 
Opening Acclamation:  The Acclamation connects us to the Advent theme of One who is to come who will free us 
from sin and any oppression.  It is from Enriching Our Worship I, an authorized supplement to The Book of Common Prayer. 
Our Postcommunion Prayer is also from Enriching Our Worship I. 
 
The Advent wreath: Four candles crown the wreath, with an additional candle being lit each Sunday. The candles are 
purple, one of the liturgical colors of the season, except for the one rose candle used on the Third Sunday of Advent. 
This third Sunday is often referred to as Gaudete Sunday, or the Sunday of joy. In the midst of a season of expectation 
and longing, we anticipate the joy of the Christmas festival to come. A fifth white candle in the center is lit on Christmas 
Eve to note the conclusion of Advent and to celebrate the Light of the world coming into our midst. 
 
A new cycle of scripture lessons: Since we begin a new liturgical year, our scriptures are drawn from Year A of the 
Revised Common Lectionary. During Year A, the gospel lessons are primarily from the Gospel of St. Matthew. As with 
each of the other years, readings from the Gospel of St. John will also be heard on occasion, particularly during the 
seasons of Lent, Easter, and Christmas. 
 
Service music: In place of the Gloria, we sing a Song of Praise. The rubric in The Book of Common Prayer does not require 
that we always sing the Gloria. Rather it states that any song of praise can be sung here, including the Gloria. We will be 
learning this new hymn for the four Sundays of Advent. The hymn invites us to accompany and assist Joseph and Mary 
on their journey to Bethlehem, and invites us to prepare a welcome there.The Sanctus, our song of adoration at the 
beginning of the Eucharistic prayer, was composed by Franz Schubert. One commentator has suggested that his 
arrangement expresses a kind of quiet joy – quite an appropriate mood for Advent.  
 
The Eucharistic Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer provides four options for the Great Thanksgiving, which is the 
prayer the priest and people pray each Sunday as we consecrate the bread and wine. During Advent we will be using 
Prayer B. The entire prayer can be found starting on p. 367 of the prayer book. It’s inclusion of the phrase, “For in these 
last days you have sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world,” makes it 
particularly appropriate for use during Advent. Note that the phrases of the Memorial Acclamation are different in  
Prayer B.  
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