
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Sunday of Christ the King
​November 23, 2025 ​

​9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to
our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

​This Sunday's Ministers:
Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Ms. Janene Gorham and Ms. Judy Howes, Torchbearers
Ms. Judy Howes, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Mr. Garrett Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Counters

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/595a3bc4-6fe0-42d7-926b-84dd722cd5dd.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=857eebdb-3f4e-44a6-a72e-9ddee1e45008


Mr. Wayne and Ms. Mary Franklin , Coffee Hour Hosts

From Our Postulant Intern

Dear Friends,

Some of you have asked about my experience in the Holy Lands
over the last couple of weeks. I traveled with The Episcopal
Church's Global Partnerships Officer for the Middle East, and
in my capacity as the chair of The Episcopal Church's Standing
Commission on World Mission was invited to convey Presiding
Bishop Sean Rowe's greetings to the Majma (convention).
While there is more to say about the lands, people and
circumstances that make up the present reality of The Episcopal
Diocese of Jerusalem, and my perspective is necessarily limited
to what one person can experience in a single visit, I can share
a little more about who the diocese is and what their ministry is
about, as I learned so much as a recipient of their hospitality
these past weeks. 

Please read more about what I experienced and learned here,
and join me in continuing to pray for our siblings in the Diocese
of Jerusalem, and for the ministries they carry out in Christ's
name.

Faithfully,

Emily Keniston

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/7f788ffb-e33c-4552-b881-822d7855411d.pdf?rdr=true


St. Peter's Stewardship Campaign for 2026:
Ingaterning of Pledges This Sunday

If you have not yet made a pledge for 2026, we hope you will do
so this Sunday as we gather to give thanks to God. Your
confidential form will be received by our treasurer, and the
commitments you make to St. Peter's will help the vestry plan
for 2026.

Every pledge, no matter the size, makes a difference!

A letter from the rector here.

Pledge Form for 2026 here.

Stewardship Answers and Questions here.

Parish Survey

ALL Parishioiners are encouraged to answer the parish
survey. set of questions to begin answering and defining who
we are as a parish and what we seek in a new rector. 

You can access the survey here.

Responses do not have emails attached to them, so they are
completely anonymous. Paper copies will also be available in
church on Sunday. This Sunday, November 23rd we will gather
as a group and talk about the answers received and whether
there is anything to add or take away.

Congratulations to Myrna Koonce

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/267bb6b1-9564-4a93-ac1c-8ddd65134cf3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/e8235304-707f-4275-a79e-6f338a0de6b5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/6e237c2c-07ed-4b63-a158-7837b006047e.pdf?rdr=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2nhtWdlPmBCAou12T9EkG167ABRq4fcI6K2Gdgn2O7dCCqw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=111920143219111804563


Many of us from St. Peter's gathered with others at St. Luke's
Cathedral on Saturday for the ordination of Myrna Koonce as a
priest in Christ's one holy and catholic and apostolic Church. It
was a joyful day!

The newly vested priest with her family

And a Thank You From Myrna

Dear St. Peter’s Friends,

My heart is overflowing with gratitude as I reflect on the day of
my ordination, and the part you have all played in my becoming
a priest. I could never have done this without your
encouragement, prayer, love, and thoughtful engagement
during my internship with at St. Peter’s. You helped deepen my
faith, gave me space to try new things, and strengthened my
foundation for ministry.

My deep appreciation goes to Father Tom for his gentle
guidance and mentoring along the way. In addition, I would
like to thank all who participated in one way or another in my
priesthood ordination. Thanks to those who made food and
assisted at the reception! I am also grateful for the people who



played a role in the ceremony: Anita Chandler, David Savage,
Emily Hickey, Marya Hickey, Anica Hickey, Lenita Richard,
and Pat and Fred Fowler. I am so glad you said yes!

Finally, I treasure every message of support, card, gift, and
word of kindness I have received from you along the way.
Please forgive any unintentional omissions, and know that my
love for the people of St. Peter’s is strong. God bless you all!

​In Christ’s love and peace,
Myrna Koonce

Farewell to Mary Sullivan

On Sunday we gave thanks and bid farewell to Mary Sullivan,
who has served as resident soloist at St. Peter's for ten years.
Herb Taylor, Anita Chandler, senior warden, and the rector
made remarks at the festive coffee hour after the service, and
Mary was presented with a framed pen and ink drawing of St.
Peter's. In addition, those gathered serenaded her with a hymn
composed by Fr. Tom for the occasion (words reprinted below).
While we know we were ending a formal relationship, there will
no doubt be occasions when we hear her sing again, including
the annual Ceremony of Carols Christmas concert which she is
now preparing with her ensemble.



Hear, O God, Our Praise Now Bringing

Composed for the Occasion of Giving Thanks to Mary Sullivan 
for Her Service as Resident Soloist 

at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Portland, Maine
November 16, 2025

Hear, O God, our praise now bringing
  by your people on this day,
For the gifts of song, and singing,
   and for those who lead our praise.
Though each voice is always needed,
   some sing loudly, some refrain.
Then a sound is heard and heeded:
    through her voice is Christ proclaimed.

Mary, by your gift of sharing,
  yours, a voice that lifts us all,
Filled with Spirit and with caring,
  you have helped us hear God’s call.
Through your off’rings, hymns and solos,
    descants soaring high above,
You have helped us all to follow
and adore our God of love.

Words: Thomas Mousin (b. 1956)
Tune: HYFRYDOL Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887)

Congratualtions to David Savage

Last Sunday we recognized David Savage, who is celebrating
the 29th anniversary of his appointment as the Diocesan
Verger. Vergers serve in the liturgy on Sunday mornings. David
was the longtime senior verger at St. Luke's Cathedral, and now
shepherds us at St. Peter's with his graceful and skillful
leadership. The rector offered a prayer of blessing for him at
Sunday's mass.



And a Thank You

Thanks to Fred Fowler for spending a couple hours blowing
leaves from the front gardens and creating our "take to the
dump" pile. This is just another example of the "time" part of
Time, Talent and Treasure that we talk about every year.
Thanks Fred!

Wayne Franklin, Junior Warden

Compline Link for November 26

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, the 26th at its
usual time, 7:00 PM. Connect with our special gathering by
clicking the Zoom link here.

Devotional Advent Calendar Now Available

The annual Advent calendar created by our rector is now
available and can be found here.

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/83594664921?pwd=nVy1qdX7f3GSt6CmpbKFau4ausIUMF.1
https://thomasmousin.com/


There will also be copies printed on cardstock available at
church starting this Sunday.

This Week at St. Peter’s​
​

Stewardship In-Gathering, Sun. Nov. 23th, during the Liturgy ​
​Parish Discussion, Sun. Nov. 23th, after the service

Vestry, Tues. Nov. 25th, 6:30 pm, Zoom
Compline, Wed. Nov. 26th, 7 pm, Zoom

Dates to Keep in Mind
Bishops Thomas Brown and Rob Hirschfeld Visit,  December 7th

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th at 7 pm

Sunday Minister Rota for November

November 23, 2025
Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Ms. Judy Howes and Ms. Janene Gorham, Torchbearers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Ms. Judy Howes, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Mr. Garrett Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Counters
Mr. Wayne & Ms. Mary Franklin, Coffee Hour Hosts



November 30, 2025
Ms. Janene Gorham & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Anne Whitman, Lector
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Wayne Franklin, Counters
TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
David Savage
Kevin Curty
​Ann Bay
​Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin



Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd , relative of Fr. Tom Mousin
Frank Beal and Lela Michie , friends of Lenita and Rodney Richard​
​Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that
you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

George Frederic Handel (1685-1759), like his contemporary
Bach, saw no reason not to make a good tune do double, triple
or even quadruple duty! Thus, his famous Thanks Be To Thee is
also familiar to music lovers as the Largo from the

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


opera Xerxes.

Written for village harvest festivals in England, the text of
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” uses imagery found in two
gospel parables: the growing seed (Mark 4:26-29) and the
wheat and the weeds (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43). However, the
initial agricultural harvest theme becomes a metaphor for the
final judgment when the angels will gather God’s chosen people
into the “glorious harvest home” and cast the “evil weeds” in
the “fire.” Thus the text provocatively combines language and
imagery that represent harvests as well as the ultimate
consummation of history. The author, Henry Alford, was born
into a family of clergy. He received his education at Trinity
College, Cambridge, England, and was ordained in the Church
of England in 1833. He became dean of Canterbury Cathedral in
1857, a position he held until his death.

Our Sequence Hymn, "When Christ Was Lifted From The
Earth," may be relatively new to some of us at St. Peter's. The
author of the text...priest, poet, and theologian Brian Wren
(b.1936) has been professionally active in both the UK and the
US.

He was ordained in Britain's United Reformed Church. He is
now Professor Emeritus of Worship and served as the first
holder of the John and Miriam Conant Professorship in
Worship at Columbia Theological Seminary. He holds B.A. and
D.Phil (= Ph.D.) degrees from Oxford University and a
Doctorate in Humane Letters from Christian Theological
Seminary, Indianapolis. His wife, Rev. Susan Heafield , is a
United Methodist pastor. 

"We Gather Together to Ask the Lord's Blessing" has become
almost inseparably linked with the American thanksgiving. In
fact, the original Dutch text was a patriotic song written at the
end of the 16th century to celebrate the release of the
Netherlands from Spanish rule. Its theme is the providence of
God and the prayer, "O Lord, Make Us Free!" In the 19th
century, Eduard Kremser, a prominent composer and choral
conductor in Vienna, first arranged the old folk song as a hymn
for mixed voices.

 The rousing hymn "Crown Him with Many Crowns"--



illustrating the verse from Revelation 19 "And on his head were
many crowns"--had two different authors, each of whom wrote
a poem of six verses. Happily, hymnal editors have selected
verses from each, resulting in a text of five stanzas instead of
twelve! The tune name DIADEMATA suggests diadems or
"crowns" and matches the striking first line of poetry with an
equally memorable first line of music.

 Jean-Joseph Mouret (1682-1738) was a French court musician
whose dramatic and colorful works made him one of the most
important composers of French Baroque music. His Fanfare-
Rondeau, from his first Suite de Symphonies, was adopted in
1971 as the theme for the PBS television series "Masterpiece
Theater". ~HT
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