
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Third Sunday of Advent
​December 14th 2025 ​

​9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to
our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

​This Sunday's Ministers:
December 14, 2025
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Ms. Gwyn Stansfield & Mr. Matt Cheney, Torch Bearers
Ms. Janene Gorham & Ms. Emily Hickey, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/fe2e5a06-9a0c-4e45-b878-fd11f69cb202.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=118302a7-f639-40a3-a8b3-b38ebcca1c45


Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

From the Rector

Dear Friends,

What a day of celebration we had at St. Peter’s on Sunday.
Bishop Brown was making his Visitation to the parish, and he
was accompanied by Bishop Hirschfeld, the Bishop of New
Hampshire, who has oversight over me. Given the bishops’
presence, it was an occasion for receiving new persons into the
communion of the Episcopal Church, and we welcomed
parishioners Colette Desjardins, Steve Koskinen, and Rich
Price. Teresea Pinney, our diocesan Canon to the Ordinary, also
chose to be received at this service. Members of our search
committee reaffirmed their baptism vows, and all of us were
invited to remember and commit ourselves to the promises of
the Baptismal Covenant. I hope I reached everyone there with
sprinkles of water from the baptismal font at the conclusion of
that part of the service. The celebration of the
Eucharist reminded us of all the ways Jesus Christ continues to
feed us. Then we had a plentiful brunch downstairs, and
conversation with both bishops about the church and what it
means to be faithful in these times.

I cannot possibly name every person who helped to make it
such a meaningful day. Whether you were serving on the altar,
at the back of the church, praying and singing in the pews,
setting up and putting away for communion, or involved in any
way in the community gathering downstairs - thank you, thank
you.

We had many visitors with us on Sunday, including most of the
diocesan staff. I was humbled and grateful to be a part of this
community, which expressed Christ’s love and hospitality so
generously and warmly.

Faithfully, 
Fr. Tom





Contemplative Crafting Continues During Advent

We meet for one more Wednesday during Advent:

11am - 12:30pm on Wednesdays the 17th.

Where: Bethany House, 10 Alton St. Portland, Maine (next door
to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church)

And remember - if you are not available on Wednesdays at
midday but are interested in this endeavor, please let Meredith
Tipton (mltipton1 at gmail.com) know of your interest, as it
may be possible to arrange for other times to meet.

Advent Giving Tree Gifts Due This Sunday

Please return your wrapped gifts this Sunday,
December 14th and place them on the table with the
Giving Tree. Thank you to all who took the time to make
Christmas a bit brighter for children. And thank you to Anica
Hickey for once again organizing this ministry for us.

Caroling in the Church Neighborhood



We'll be bringing the Good News of Christmas to our
neighborhood at St. Peter's. Join us on Saturday, December
20th. We will gather in the undercroft at 5 pm, head out to
serenade folks with carols, and then return to the undercroft for
cookies and hot cocoa, provided by the Hickey family. Bring
jingle bells if you have some, and flashlights are helpful. And
invite your friends. Songbooks will be provided, and every voice
is welcome!

Christmas Flowers

We adorn the sanctuary at Christmas with flowers to celebrate
Christ's birth. Donations of any amount are welcome. If you
wish to donate flowers in memory or in honor of loved ones or
occsaions, you can do so through the church website here.
There will also be forms at church this Sunday and next when
you can fill out information. If paying by check, it should be
made out to St. Peter's Church, with "Christmas Flowers" in the
memo line. Information for donations must be received
by Sunday the 21st to be included in the Christmas
season leaflets.

St. Peter's 2026 Stewardship Campaign

We are delighted to report that our pledge amounts continue to
grow. We now have 40 families or individuals who have pledged
a total of $78,192 for 2026.

We have exceeded last year's numbers, when our pledges
totaled $72,484 by 39 families or individuals.

If you have not yet made a pledge, please think of what you can
give back to God through the ministries of St. Peter's and
consider making a pledge today.

https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/flower-and-sanctuary-lamp-donations/


A letter from the rector is here.

A Pledge Form for 2026 is here.

Stewardship Answers and Questions are here.

Remember to RSVP by Today for Youth Service
Corps - See below

Around the Parish

Congratulatons to Matt Cheney, who came in first in the
Millinocket Marathon on December 6th. This is the second year
in a row that Matt was the winner of the race.

A marathon in December in Maine, you might ask? Yes, it is an
annual event that this year drew over 3,200 runners, and is

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/267bb6b1-9564-4a93-ac1c-8ddd65134cf3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/e8235304-707f-4275-a79e-6f338a0de6b5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/6e237c2c-07ed-4b63-a158-7837b006047e.pdf?rdr=true


ranked as a qualifying race for the Boston Marathon. Matt said
the weather was pretty much ideal (or at least ideal for
Millinocket) -about 10 degrees at the start, warming to 20.
There was very little wind. He went on to report that the only
issue was the condition of Golden Rd. (miles 1-7, 13-20) as it
was icy and difficult to get traction. If you do the math, you
realize that the icy terrain constituted over half the distance of
the entire 26.2 mile course.

For some of us the "only issue" would be the very idea of
running anywhere on a cold Maine winter morning! Well done
Matt!

Compline Link for December 17th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, the 17th at its
usual time, 7:00 PM. Connect with our special gathering by
clicking the Zoom link here.

Please note: There will not be a Zoom Compline Service on
Wednesday December 24th. The Christmas Eve Mass will be
available on our YouTube channel at 7:00 pm that evening.

This Week at St. Peter’s ​
​Youth Service Corps, Sun. Dec. 14th, 12-2 pm,

Williston-Immanuel United Church
Vestry, Tue. Dec. 16th, 6:30 pm, Zoom

Contemplative Crafting, Wed. Dec. 17th, 11 am -12:30 pm,
Bethany House ​5:00-7:00 pm

Compline, Wed. Dec 17th, 7 pm, Zoom
Caroling in the Church Neighborhood, Sat.Dec. 20th,

 
Coming Up at St. Peter’s

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th, 7 pm
Christmas Day Service, December 25th, 10 am,

St. Luke’s Cathedral
Ceremony of Carols Concert, Sat. Dec. 27, 4 pm, Mary

Sullivan and Amethyst

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83263911451


Advent and Christmas Offerings     
 

Sun. Dec. 14: The Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete “Rose” Sunday
Mass at 9:00 am followed by Coffee Hour

Sat. Dec. 20: Caroling in the Church Neihborhood from 5:00 PM to 7:00
PM. Meet in the undercroft.

Sun. Dec. 21:  The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass at 9:00 am followed by Coffee Hour

Wed. Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Solemn Mass at 7:00 pm with music including guest soloist, Michele
Kennedy 

Thu. Dec. 25:  Christmas Day Worship at St. Luke’s Cathedral at 10 am

Sat. Dec. 27: Christmas Concert at 4:00 pm at St. Peter’s
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols and Other Seasonal Tunes,
featuring Mary Sullivan and the Amethyst Project and Amethyst Chamber
Singers (see poster below)

Sun. Dec. 28: A Service of Lessons and Carols at the 9:00 am Service
followed by Coffee Hour.



Sunday Minister Rota for December

December 14, 2025
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Verger
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Ms. Gwyn Stansfield & Mr. Matt Cheney, Torch Bearers
Ms. Janene Gorham & Ms. Emily Hickey, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts
 

December 21, 2025
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer
Ms. Ava Kenniston & Ms. Meredith Keniston, Torch Bearers
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher
Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin & Ms. Anita Chandler, Counters



The Keniston Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

December 24, 2025
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Steve Koskinen, Thurifer
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Janene Gorham, Torch Bearers
Ms. Emily Kenniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Emily Keniston, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters

December 28, 2025
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Crucifer
Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
Ms. Anita Chandler, Coffee Hour Host

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
Kevin Curty



​Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd , relative of Fr. Tom Mousin
Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard​
​Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that
you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for,

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) composed a set of 11 chorale
preludes for organ which, despite their relative smallness of scale,
are among the most important works in the organ repertoire. The
setting of Lo, How A Rose 'E'er Blooming places the simple chorale
tune in a lush harmonic tapestry which perfectly captures the
poignant mood of the text. 

"Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night" is a famous Advent/Christmas
hymn by John Bowring, based on the prophet Isaiah, symbolizing
a conversation between a traveler seeking hope and a watchman on
a wall; the "night" represents spiritual darkness and waiting, while
the "star" and "morning" symbolize the coming of Christ
(Emmanuel, the "Prince of Peace") bringing light, truth, and
salvation, a message of enduring hope and the promise of God's
redemption. 

The hymn "Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming" was a favorite of
Martin Luther, and paints a picture of Christ as the rose dispelling
darkness and death. The tune, with its lovely melody and subtleties
of rhythm, is usually sung to the famous harmonization by the
great Renaissance composer Michael Praetorius. 

Our offertory hymn--"The King Shall Come When Morning
Dawns"--was ostensibly translated by the Scottish scholar John
Brownlee (1857-1925) from the Greek, but no original has been
found. It's possible that it was a John Brownlee original, although
the thoughts of the hymn certainly reflect the early Greek
emphasis on light and salvation. The last stanza ends with a
translation of the famous second-coming phrase, "Maranatha"--
"Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come!"

Phillip Doddridge (1702-1751) was born in London, the youngest of
20 children (perhaps not surprisingly, after this Herculean
undertaking, his parents died when Phillip was still a young boy).
His intelligence was apparent from the start, and although
virtually penniless, he received help and encouragement from
several influential benefactors. A prolific writer, his The Rise and
Progress of Religion in the Soul was translated into seven



languages. Doddridge wrote nearly 400 hymns, of which "Hark!
The Glad Sound! The Savior Comes" is still widely sung in
Anglican churches during Advent.

David N. Johnson (1922-87) was both a virtuoso organist and a
much-honored teacher. A graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music
in Philadelphia, he served as head of the music department at St.
Olaf College in Northfield, MN before becoming a professor at the
University of Arizona. Concurrently, he was organist at Trinity
Cathedral, Phoenix, where he composed many organ and choral
works, many of which are still performed widely. ~HT 
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