Opening wide our doors and hearts
in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21st 2025
9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.
There will be a coffee hour after the mass.

This Sunday's Ministers:
December 14, 2025

Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer

Ms. Ava Keniston & Ms. Meredith Keniston, Torch Bearers

Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector

Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher

Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer



https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/2d30e758-6dcf-4447-aafb-ab61f9526875.pdf?rdr=true

Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin & Ms. Anita Chandler, Counters
The Keniston Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

From the Rector
Dear Friends,

We are now well through Advent, and with Mary and Joseph we draw
nearer to Bethlehem. As I watch them walk, I am reminded of a
children’s Christmas pageant at a parish I once served. This pageant
traditionally included a scene with Caesar Augustus announcing the
census, and on either side of him stood a Roman soldier. Being a
soldier was a popular choice for some of the children, who preferred
dressing in armor to being a sheep or an angel.

One year, there were so many young ones wanting to be one of the
two soldiers that a solution was found. As Mary and Joseph walked
up the main aisle on the road to Bethlehem, they had to pass by stern
Roman soldiers who were surveying all who passed.

That image does not fit well with the somewhat romantic and sweet
depictions we usually see of the Nativity, but maybe it is closer to the
truth. The world into which Jesus was born was one in which people
like Mary and Joseph could always be threatened by the powers and
the principalities of their time. Life was precarious. Yet they walked
with hope and a sense of a promise from God that made them want to
continue on their journey and bring this child into that world.

We live in a world where senseless acts of violence still plague us,
and where all too often those with malicious or destructive intentions
wield power over the poor. Yet we too walk with hope. Again we will
come to Bethlehem next week, and again we will hear news that will
not only change our lives, but can still change the world.

I invite you to prepare yourself for a fresh understanding of the
coming of Christ, so that through us, when Mary and Joseph arrive at
the stable, they will find a welcome there.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom




Caroling in the Church Neighborhood This Saturday

We'll be bringing the Good News of Christmas to our neighborhood at
St. Peter's. Join us on Saturday, December 20th. We will gather in the
undercroft at 5 pm, head out to serenade folks with carols, and then
return to the undercroft for cookies and hot cocoa, provided by the
Hickey family. Bring jingle bells if you have some, and flashlights are
helpful. And invite your friends. Songbooks will be provided, and
every voice is welcome! Even if you do not plan to walk with us,
please come to the undercroft - refreshments will be ready, and some
will gather to visit while we are out singing.

Thank You for Your Giving Tree Gifts

Thank you to all who took the time to make Christmas a bit brighter
for children. And thank you to Anica Hickey for once again
organizing this ministry for us. We will have more information next
week about the number of gifts we contributed to this mission.

Christmas Flowers

This Sunday is the last day to provide information for Christmas
flower donations. There are forms that can be filled out at church. You
can also provide that information through our church website here. If
paying by check, it should be made out to St. Peter's Church, with
"Christmas Flowers" in the memo line. Donations of any amount are
welcome.

oz, Tell Out
/—M—\ My Soul
St. Peter's 2026 Stewardship Campaign

Pledges for 2026 continue to increase. This week, we have 41
families or individuals who have pledged well over $78,000 for 2026.



https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/flower-and-sanctuary-lamp-donations/

If you have not yet made a pledge, please think of what you can give
back to God through the ministries of St. Peter's and consider making
a pledge today.

A letter from the rector is here.
A Pledge Form for 2026 is here.

Stewardship Answers and Questions are_here.

$ A FIRM FOUNDATION %

THE ST. PETER'S CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Capital Campaign Amounts Continue to Grow

With 32 families or individuals making commitments, our Captital
Campaign has raised $256,604. Of that amount, $40,321 has already
been collected. These funds will replenish our endowment and
provide needed funds for the maintenance and improvement of our
facilities. If you have not yet made a commitment, please consider
doing so. Commitment forms can be found here.

Nominations Committee Plans for 2026

At our Annual Meeeting in January, we will be electing church
officers and members of the vestry. Are you interested in serving as a
vestry member? This is the governing body for our church. the vestry
oversees the spiritual, financial, and program life of the parish. Vestry
members usually serve for a three year term. They meet on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm on Zoom. If you feel God might
be calling you to this ministry, please speak to a member of the
Nominating Committee: Lorna Blackmer, Anita Chandler, or Fr. Tom.

Vestry Highlights

The vestry met for its December meeting on Tuesday evening. Among
decisions made were these:



https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/267bb6b1-9564-4a93-ac1c-8ddd65134cf3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/e8235304-707f-4275-a79e-6f338a0de6b5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/6e237c2c-07ed-4b63-a158-7837b006047e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/5b1ad60c-3f74-4585-8e6c-4efab05d36e4.pdf?rdr=true

- A request has been made to the Diocese and Trustees to release
the last of the funds they have been managing for St. Peter’s.
These investment accounts, amounting to about, $26,000 can be
used for building maintenance, and will be used to pay the

contractor who will be completing the exterior stone work repair
in 2026.

- A resolution designating part of the rector’s salary was a housing
allowance for IRS purposes was approved.

- The date of the Annual Meeting was set for Sunday January 25,
with a snowdate of February 1.

The vestry heard reports of various ministries, including a report from
the Search Committee. The committee is currently completing the
parish profile by summarizing the input of parishioners to 12
questions asked about the life of the parish. The profile will be
presented to candidates interested in becoming our next priest. A
video of comments by parishioners describing St. Peter’s is also being
prepared.

Compline: No Service on Christmas Eve

Compline will not meet on on Wednesday, the 24th, Christmas Eve.
We will resume our regular Zoom gathering on Wednesday December
31 at its usual time, 7:00 PM.

Connect with our special gathering then by clicking the Zoom
link here.

This Week at St. Peter’s
Caroling in the Church Neighborhood, Sat.Dec. 20th,

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th, 7 pm

Christmas Day Service, December 25th, 10 am,
St. Luke’s Cathedral
Ceremony of Carols Concert, Sat. Dec. 27, 4 pm, Mary Sullivan
and Amethyst



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83263911451

Advent and Christmas Offerings

Sat. Dec. 20: Caroling in the Church Neihborhood from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
Meet in the undercroft.

Sun. Dec. 21: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass at 9:00 am followed by Coffee Hour

Wed. Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Solemn Mass at 7:00 pm with music including guest soloist, Michele Kennedy

Thu. Dec. 25: Christmas Day Worship at St. Luke’s Cathedral at 10 am

Sat. Dec. 27: Christmas Concert at 4:00 pm at St. Peter’s
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols and Other Seasonal Tunes, featuring
Mary Sullivan and the Amethyst Project and Amethyst Chamber Singers (see

poster below)

Sun. Dec. 28: A Service of Lessons and Carols at the 9:00 am Service followed
by Coffee Hour.

A Ceremony of Carols

& other seasonal tunes o passica

programming

Prolong the festivities to enjoy Benjamin
SATURDAY, Dec 27th at 4:00 PM Britten's Ceremony of Carols

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and other seasonal tunes.
678 Washington Ave, Portland, ME

Featuring
the Amethyst Project Singers,

SUNDAY, Dec 28th at 2:00 PM anchored by the professional singers of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church the Amethyst Chamber Ensemble,
27 Pleasant Street, Brunswick, ME and organist Sean Fleming.

Free and open to the public

donations gratefully accepted www.amethystchamberensemble.com




Sunday Minister Rota for December
December 21, 2025

Mr. Steve Koskinen, Crucifer

Ms. Ava Kenniston & Ms. Meredith Keniston, Torch Bearers

Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector

Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher

Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer

Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild

Mr. Wayne Franklin & Ms. Anita Chandler, Counters

The Keniston Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

December 24, 2025

Ms. Anica Hickey, Thurifer

Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer

Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Janene Gorham, Torch Bearers

Ms. Emily Kenniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Emily Keniston, Lector

Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher

Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer

Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild

Mr. Wayne Franklin & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters

December 28, 2025

Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Crucifer

Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher

Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer

Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild

Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
Ms. Anita Chandler, Coffee Hour Host

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu




Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler

Mary Ann Hoy
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
Kevin Curty
Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth

Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom

Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes

Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice

David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin

Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin

Beth, friend of Lee Walters

Pam, friend of Anita Chandler

The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone

Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth

Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood

Grace, family member of Jessie Vega

Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone

Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler
Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey

Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney

Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin

Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes

Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood

Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler

Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin

Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard
Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks




If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth?207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

A Prayer for Those We Love

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

Although a widely published and much admired composer, Iowa native
Alice Jordan chose Des Moines as the base of her professional activity,
and showed little interest in pursuing the higher profile that guest
professorships and residencies would have brought. Her husband, Frank
Jordan, was a noted organist and college dean, and Alice composed
extensively to provide new music for church use and recitals.

"People, Look East" was written by Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) and
was first published as "Carol of Advent" in The Oxford Book of Carols,
1928. Farjeon, a native of London, was a devout Catholic who viewed
her faith as "a progression toward which her spiritual life moved rather
than a conversion experience." In the secular realm, she achieved acclaim
as an author of children's nursery rhymes and singing games. The tune
BESANCON, an ancient French carol, first appeared in Christmas Carols
New and Old, published in 1871.

"Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers" is a beloved Advent hymn by the German
Lutheran Pietist Laurentius Laurenti (1700). Inspired by the parable of
the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25), it was translated into English by Sarah B.
Findlater in 1854, and focuses on hopeful anticipation for Christ's Second
Coming, encouraging believers to keep their spiritual lamps lit for His
arrival.

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) was widely acknowledged as one of the
major poets of the Victorian period, and her work continues to be widely
read. The daughter of a professor of Italian literature at King's College,
London, she published in 1885 a volume of poems entitled, Time Flies. It
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was well received, but the greatest praise was given to one of its
seemingly simplest poems: Love Came Down at Christmas, which Queen
Victoria copied out by hand to place in her Bible.

Louis Claude Daquin (1694-1772) was widely considered to be the finest
French organist of his era. Born into a family of Jewish intellectuals, he
played for King Louis XIV at the age of 6, and was courted by the French
aristocracy ever afterward. In 1739 he was named official organist to the
king, and in 1755 received the additional appointment as titular organist
of Notre Dame Cathedral. ~HT

We look forward to welcoming soprano Michele Kennedy to our 2025
Christmas Eve service. Michele sang at St. Peter's on Christmas Eve last
year and also on Easter Sunday.
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