
Opening wide our doors and hearts
​in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Second Sunday of Advent
​December 7th 2025 ​

​9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to
our livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

There will be a coffee hour and brunch after the mass.

​This Sunday's Ministers:
Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Thurifer
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Ms. Anica Hickey and Ms. Marya Hickey, Torchbearers
Mr. Rodney Richard, Bannerbearer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher
Mr. Will Esterly, Videographer

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/55fa4878-ef8a-472a-ae13-c0931a1c6960.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=af1debeb-bc1e-4c90-b10c-523307cc0ed8


Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr. Garrett Keniston & Mr. Rich Price, Counters
Parishioners, Festive Brunch

The Bishops Are Coming

Dear Friends,

Whether you come in person or online, I hope you can join us
this Sunday as we will be honored by the presence of Bishop
Brown and Bishop Hirschfeld. 

The Canons of the the Episcopal Church state that “..,.Each
Diocesan Bishop shall visit the Congregations within the
Diocese at least one in three years.” (Canon III.18.3). This will
be the third Visitation our bishop makes to St. Peter’s since
beginning his episcopacy. Bishop Hirschfeld, the Bishop of New
Hampshire, is also an Assisting Bishop in Maine, and has
oversight over me as rector. It will be a delight to have him and
his wife Polly Ingrahm with us as well.

We will receive several new members into the Communion of
the Episcopal Church on Sunday, and will pray for the
members of our Search Committee as they embark on the
process of discernment for a new priest. As a reminder of our
baptisms, all of us will then be sprinkled with water. As the
rector does so, it is appropriate to make a slight bow and or the
sign of the cross.

Following the service, there will be a plentiful brunch at coffee
hour and time for conversation with the bishops.

Given that Bishop Brown is the chief pastor of all the Episcopal
churches in Maine, we will not so much welcome him as a guest
but greet him as the leader of the parish. The bishops will
preside and preach at the mass. As a sign of respect for the
office they hold, it is customary to offer a reverent bow as each
of them passes in the processions at the start and end of the
service And while we will have questions for them after the
service, I know that both bishops will want to hear from you
about life at St. Peter’s and how we are supporting one another
as disciples of Jesus Christ.



Please do join us for this festive occasion.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Contemplative Crontinues During Advent

Would you like to create some focused, contemplative time for
yourself this Advent? If so, you are warmly invited to join a new
Contemplative Crafting group to experience quiet
contemplation supported by individual hand projects. We met
for the first time this past Wednesday, and will meet from

11am - 12:30pm on Wednesdays the 10th, & 17 th.

Where: Bethany House, 10 Alton St. Portland, Maine (next door
to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church)

Format: Following a brief period of greeting each other and
gathering, we settle into our individual crafts and work silently.
Members of the group will take turns reading a short text aloud,
loosely following the Lectio Divina method of contemplation.
The goal is that the repetition of the text will help us focus our
minds, and the crafting will help us focus our bodies, so that we
can leave behind the busy-ness of the holiday season and enter
into waiting and preparation for Christmas.

Are you interested but not available on Wednesdays midday?
Please let Meredith Tipton (mltipton1 at gmail.com)know of
your interest, as it may be possible to arrange for other times to
meet.

Advent Giving Tree

Gift tags on the tree can be picked so that you can purchase a
specific gift for a child who might otherwise not see any gifts
under their tree. There are details and instructions on when to
return your gift to the church in the undercroft where the tree is
located.



St. Peter's Stewardship Campaign for 2026

So far, 32 families or individuals have pledged a total of
$64,852 for 2026.

We know we can do more. Last year, our pledges totaled
$72,484 by 39 families or individuals. We hope to exceed both
amounts this year.

If you have not yet made a pledge, please consider doing so
today.

A letter from the rector is here.

A Pledge Form for 2026 is here.

Stewardship Answers and Questions are here.

Devotional Advent Calendar Available

The annual Advent calendar created by our rector is now
available and can be found here.

There are also copies printed on cardstock available at church

https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/267bb6b1-9564-4a93-ac1c-8ddd65134cf3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/e8235304-707f-4275-a79e-6f338a0de6b5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/6e237c2c-07ed-4b63-a158-7837b006047e.pdf?rdr=true
https://thomasmousin.com/


Compline Link for December 10th

Compline will meet on Zoom on Wednesday, the 10th at its
usual time, 7:00 PM. Connect with our special gathering by
clicking the Zoom link here.

This Week at St. Peter’s
St. Elizabeth’s Essential’s Pantry, Tue. Dec. 9, 8:30-11 am, 

​St. Luke’s
Search Committee, Tue. Dec. 9, 6:30 pm, Zoom

Contemplative Crafting, Wed. Dec. 10th, 11 am -12:30 pm, 
Bethany House

Compline, Wed. Dec 10th, 7 pm, Zoom
Youth Service Corps, Sun. Dec. 14th, 12-2 pm, 

Williston-Immanuel United Church
 

Coming Up at St. Peter’s
Vestry, Tue. Dec. 16th, 6:30 pm, Zoom

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th, 7 pm
Christmas Day Service, December 25th, 10 am,

​ St. Luke’s Cathedral
Ceremony of Carols Concert, Sat. Dec. 27, 4 pm, Mary

Sullivan and Amethyst

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/83594664921?pwd=nVy1qdX7f3GSt6CmpbKFau4ausIUMF.1


Advent and Christmas Offerings     
 

Sun. Dec. 14: The Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete “Rose” Sunday
Mass at 9:00 am followed by Coffee Hour

Sun. Dec. 21: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass at 9:00 am followed by Coffee Hour

Wed. Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Solemn Mass at 7:00 pm with music including guest soloist, Michele
Kennedy 

Thu. Dec. 25: Christmas Day Worship at St. Luke’s Cathedral at 10 am

Sat. Dec. 27: Christmas Concert at 4:00 pm at St. Peter’s
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols and Other Seasonal Tunes,
featuring Mary Sullivan and the Amethyst Project and Amethyst Chamber
Singers (see poster below)

Sun. Dec. 28: A Service of Lessons and Carols at the 9:00 am Service
followed by Coffee Hour.



Sunday Minister Rota for December

December 7, 2025
Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. David Savage, Verger
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Thurifer
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Ms. Anica Hickey and Ms. Marya Hickey, Torchbearers
Mr. Rodney Richard, Bannerbearer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Usher
Mr. Will Esterly, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr. Garrett Keniston & Mr. Rich Price, Counters
Parishioners, Festive Brunch

December 14, 2025
Ms. Janene Gorham & Ms. Emily Hickey, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer
Mr. Galen Weibley, Lector
Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters

December 21, 2025
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Kenniston, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Wayne Franklin, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters

December 28, 2025
Ms. Anne Whitman & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Crucifer
Ms. Cindy Sherwood, Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
TBD, Coffee Hour Hosts

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends



Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
David Savage
Kevin Curty
​Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
​Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant,  friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone



Mary Jo Floyd , relative of Fr. Tom Mousin
Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard​
​Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please
contact our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that
you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

The great Advent hymn, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  dates from the
12th century, when several texts were combined as one. About a
hundred years later, the text was joined to the tune--probably of
French origin-- which we know today. The setting heard as this
morning's prelude is by Wayne Barlow (1912-96) who in 1937 earned a
Ph.D. in music composition, the first American to do so, and
subsequently taught at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester,
NY, for over 40 years.
 
When the English priest John Chandler--one of the most successful
translators of hymns from Latin--translated "On Jordan's Bank the
Baptist's Cry," he thought that it was a medieval work. Not so: it was
by Charles Coffin, a distinguished French scholar of the 16th century
who served as the director of the University of Paris. No matter: both
the original and the translation memorably recall John the Baptist's
announcement of Christ's advent and his own call to the people of
Israel to repent and prepare for his coming.
 
 Picardy--the tune to which Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  is
commonly sung--originated in 17th century France as a carol. It was
harmonized and included in The English Hymnal of 1906 by Ralph
Vaughan Williams. The text is part of one of the oldest liturgies in the
Christian Church, and is commonly attributed to St. James, the

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


brother of Jesus.
 
 Hailed by hymnologist Erik Routley as "early Methodist hymnody at
its best...shamelessly jubilant," Charles Wesley's "Lo He Comes with
Clouds Descending" owes much of its success to the memorable
tune Helmsley. Some hymnal editors attribute the tune to Thomas
Arne, seeing parallels in a tune from one of Arne's operas. But Wesley
attributed the tune to Thomas Olivers, who supposedly "heard [it]
whistled in the street." Wesley's text is a broad reworking of an earlier
hymn by John Cennick (1752); Wesley transformed the hymn from
something forgettable to one of the most universally loved Advent
hymns.

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) is historically significant in several
ways. A fine composer in his own right, he taught Johann Christian
Bach, Johann Sebastian's older brother, who in turn served as his
younger brother's primary teacher. Thus, it is fair to say
that JSB practically grew up in Pachelbel's shadow. While many
of Pachelbel's works are smooth and polished; his organ toccatas often
exhibit high spirited virtuosity. ~HT
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