
Opening wide our doors and hearts
﻿in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Second Sunday after Christmas﻿
﻿Sunday, January 4, 2026﻿

﻿9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

Our monthly breakfast will be held after the mass.

﻿This Sunday's Ministers:
January 4, 2026

Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Hickey and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Lector
Mr. Thomas Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/9a3a4072-a4bb-48dc-9c49-8207594db29f.pdf?rdr=true


Ms. Anita Chandler, Mr. Bob Simmons and Ms. Patty Lamb, Coffee Hour Hosts

From the Rector

Dear Friends,

So many people contributed to the richness of our Advent and
Christmas celebrations. I hope you were able to be part of at least
some of our worship, fellowship, and service activities. While we
begin a new year and look forward to all that God is doing in our
midst, it is also appropriate to look back over the last month and to
recall how blessed we have been. Read on and see some photos of the
people of God, called to be St. Peter's Church.

And may all of you have a blessed and holy new year.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom



Two bishops made their Visitation on December 7.

Our giving through our Advent Gift Tree resulted in gifts to 29 kids
and teens (from 13 families) in our church neighborhood this season!
And each child received multiple gifts.



We went caroling in the neighborhood, bringing Christmas cheer to
our neighbors, and enjoying cocoa and cookies afterwards.



Christmas Eve Mass, worshiping in the beauty of holiness



A delightful Christmas Concert by Mary Sullivan and the Amethyst
Singers resulted in over $340 being donated to St. Elizabeth's
Essentials Pantry.

On December 28th, we rejoiced with Lorna as she celebrated her 8oth
birthday, and offered birthday greetings to Clayton (December 25th)
and Anita (December 29th).



First Sunday of the Month Breakfast

Coffee Hour will feature breakfast this coming Sunday. Do join us for
a warm meal on a cold winter morning.

Youth Service Corps Plans a January Snow Tubing Party

Search Committee Update

At its most recent meeting on December 3oth, the Search Committee
for a new rector completed answering the 12 questions which are used



to describe who we are as a parish. The answers to these questions are
based on the input of all of you, both at a coffee hour session and
from the survey that went out. They will be part of the parish profile
presented to candidates. The committee also completed a job
description for the next rector. These items have been submitted to the
Rev. Suzanne Roberts, Transition Officer for the diocese, who will
continue to work with the committee in identifying and interviewing
candidates.

Nominations Committee Plans for 2026

At our Annual Meeting in January, we will be electing church officers
and members of the vestry. Are you interested in serving as a vestry
member? This is the governing body for our church. the vestry
oversees the spiritual, financial, and program life of the parish. Vestry
members usually serve for a three year term. They meet on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm on Zoom. If you feel God might
be calling you to this ministry, please speak to a member of the
Nominating Committee: Lorna Blackmer, Anita Chandler, or Fr. Tom.

Annual Meeting Set for January 25th

Our parish Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th after
the 9 am mass. At this meeting, we review our ministries of the past
year, elect church officers and vestry members, and review the 2026
budget that has been approved by the vestry. Those who wish to
become members of the parish are also invited to sign the parish
register at the meeting.

All are welcome to attend; only church members vote on matters
before the annual meeting. For the coffee hour, you are invited to
bring a treat to share.

Compline

Compline will resume on Wednesday, January 7th at its usual time,
7:00 PM.

Connect with our special gathering then by clicking the Zoom
link here.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83263911451


This Week at St. Peter’s
Monthly Breakfast, Sun. Jan. 4th after the 9 am service, Undercroft

Compline, Wed. Jan. 7th at 7 pm, Zoom

Coming Up at St. Peter’s
Youth Service Corps Snow Tubing Party, Sun. Jan 11th, 2:30 pm at

Seacoast Adventure Park
St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tue. Jan. 13th, 8:30-11 am,

St. Luke's
Vestry Budget Review, Tue. Jan. 13th, 6:30 pm, Zoom

Annual Meeting, Sun. Jan. 25th, after the service, Undercroft

Sunday Minister Rota for January

January 4, 2026
Mr. Garrett Keniston, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Hickey and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Lector
Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Usher
Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer
Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters
Ms. Anita Chandler, Mr. Bob Simmons & Ms. Patty Lamb, Breakfast Chefs

January 11, 2026
Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Keniston and Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
TBD, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Will Estrella, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Ms. Meredith Tipton & Mr. Wayne Franklin, Counters
Ms. Anita Chandler, Mr. Bob Simmons & Ms. Patty Lamb, Breakfast Chefs

January 18, 2026
Mr. Steven Koskinen, Crucifer
Ms. anne Whitman and Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
TBD, Lector
Mr. Will Estrealla, Usher
Mr. Robert Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler& Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
Ms. Anita Chandler, Mr. Bob Simmons & Ms. Patty Lamb, Breakfast Chefs



January 25, 2026
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Keniston and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
TBD, Lector
Ms. Cynthia Sherwood, Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters
Parishioners Bring Refreshments, Annual Meeting Coffee Hour

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
Kevin Curty
﻿Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 



Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
﻿Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin
Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard﻿
Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks
Cathryn Buckley, sister of Judy Howes

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

Somewhat surprisingly, Bach's setting of the beloved German hymn The Old
Year Now Hath Passed Away is tinged with sadness, reflecting, perhaps, the
composer's sense of human mortality and the uncertainty of earthly life. At
the same time, the work projects an element of supplication, and may be seen
as an entreaty for God's mercy in the year that lies ahead. 
 
Reginald Heber was born in 1783 into a wealthy, highly educated family.
Heber himself was a bright youth, translating a complex Latin text into
English at the age of seven. He entered Oxford at 17, and won two
nationally-sponsored poetry awards while still an undergraduate. He was
ordained into the Anglican priesthood and served for 16 years as the rector of

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


a parish in the west of England. In 1823 he was appointed Bishop of
Calcutta. He worked tirelessly, and died of a stroke at the age of 43. Many of
his 57 hymns remain in use today, the most famous being "Holy, Holy, Holy"
and "Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning."
 
The "Coventry Carol"  dates from the 16th century. The carol was performed
in Coventry in England as part of a mystery play called The Pageant of
the Shearmen and Tailors. The play depicts the Christmas story from chapter
two in the Gospel of Matthew. The carol refers to the Massacre of the
Innocents, in which Herod ordered all male infants two years old and under
in Bethlehem to be killed. The lyrics of this haunting carol represent a
mother's lament for her doomed child. The author is unknown. The oldest
known text was written down by Robert Croo in 1534, and the melody dates
from 1591.

Most British hymn writers in the nineteenth century were clergymen, but
William C. Dix ((1837-1898) was a notable exception. Trained in the
business world, he became the manager of a marine insurance company in
Glasgow, Scotland. A number of his texts were first published in Hymns
Ancient And Modern (1861), which, with its sale of over 170 million copies,
remains the single most influential hymnal ever compiled. "As With
Gladness Men Of Old" was written for inclusion in this volume.
 
American clergyman John Henry Hopkins (1820-91), while a leading figure
in the Episcopal church of his time, is remembered today largely as the
author of "We Three Kings of Orient Are." Written in 1857, it became an
almost instant hit upon its publication in 1863. Hopkins was greatly admired
by President Ulysses S. Grant, and delivered the eulogy at Grant's funeral in
1885. 

Most British hymn writers in the nineteenth century were clergymen, but
William C. Dix ((1837-1898) was a notable exception. Trained in the
business world, he became the manager of a marine insurance company in
Glasgow, Scotland. A number of his texts were first published in Hymns
Ancient And Modern (1861), which, with its sale of over 170 million copies,
remains the single most influential hymnal ever compiled. "As With
Gladness Men Of Old" was written for inclusion in this volume.
 
In medieval Europe, freely embellished stories from Scripture, as well as
episodes from the lives of the saints, were presented as pageant-like dramas,
complete with dialogue, dance and music. Le Prologue de Jesus--literally, the
"preface" to the birth of Jesus--includes a short dance depicting the
excitement of shepherds as they await Christ's coming. If the above sounds
more appropriate for Advent than for a Sunday two days before the Feast of
the Epiphany, these medieval "pageant-plays" were performed year-round,
regardless of the liturgical calendar!~HT
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