
Opening wide our doors and hearts
﻿in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany﻿
﻿Sunday, January 18, 2026﻿

﻿9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

Coffee hour will be held after the mass.

﻿This Sunday's Ministers:
January 18, 2026
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer & Lector
Ms. Anne Whitman and Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Lector
Mr. Will Estrella, Usher
Mr. Robert Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler& Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/a22dca43-5883-47d5-8af5-f5b85c186e51.pdf?rdr=true


The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

From the Rector

Dear Friends,

I have a habit I am still trying to break - reading various newspapers
online each morning after getting my first cup of coffee. Yes, I say
some silent prayers before I arise, but a more formal prayer time takes
place after I have read (and not necessarily digested) all that is going
on in the world.

Maybe I do need to know all that is going on around me before I pray
and move forward in the day. But there is something essential about
starting the day with God. I was reminded of that this morning.

The psalm appointed for today in Morning Prayer was the first part of
Psalm 18. The psalmist described a time of trial and facing
adversaries, and conclludes with these words:

He brought me out into an open place;
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

God brings me out into an open place, and rescues me because God
delights in me. Have you ever started you day with such thoughts in
mind? I know they brought encouragement to me, and reminded me
of the steadfast love of God. As each of us faces the challenges of our
days and or our lives, may we keep such truth in mind.

Faithfully, Fr. Tom

Moving Beyond Christmas and Moving the Creche

Our Christmas celebrations have come to an end. Can you help with
taking down the creche and putting away decorations until next year?
Gather this Saturday morning at 10:00 if you can provide some
assistance. The coffee will be on and there will be Tony's Donuts for
sustenance.

Directory Update Coming



We will be updating it at the end of this month. Please notify Bob
Simmons at: treasurerstpetersport@gmail.com if you have a change
of address or phone number. You can also speak to him at church if
you prefer.

Annual Meeting Set for January 25th

Our parish Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th after
the 9 am mass. At this meeting, we review our ministries of the past
year, elect church officers and vestry members, and review the 2026
budget that has been approved by the vestry. Those who wish to
become members of the parish are also invited to sign the parish
register at the meeting.

All are welcome to attend; only church members vote on matters
before the annual meeting. For the coffee hour, you are invited to
bring a treat to share.

The vestry approved a budget for 2026, which will be presented for
review at the annual meeting. Copies of the approved budget will be
available this Sunday at church.

Save the Date for a Lenten Quiet Day with Fr. Martin Smith:
Saturday February 28th

While Fr. Martin Smith has ususally been with us during Advent, this
year he comes during Lent. He will lead a Quiet morning of reflection
and prayer at St. Peter's on Saturday February 28th. There will be
details forthcoming about the exact times and focus of the morning
retreat, but do circle the date now and plan to attend.

Speaking of Lent, Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of Lent is
on Wednesday, February 18th. There will be masses at both noon and
7 pm that day.

Compline

Compline will meet on Wednesday, January 21st at its usual time,
7:00 PM.



Connect with our gathering then by clicking the Zoom link here.

This Week at St. Peter’s﻿

Compline, Wed. Jan. 21st at 7 pm on Zoom
Annual Meeting, Sun. Jan. 25th, after the service, Undercroft

 

Sunday Minister Rota for January

January 18, 2026
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer & Lector
Ms. Anne Whitman and Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Will Estrella, Usher
Mr. Robert Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler& Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

January 25, 2026
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Keniston and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Cynthia Sherwood, Lector & Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters
Parishioners Bring Refreshments, Annual Meeting Coffee Hour

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85668251959?pwd=xzWwCrLSfOE4svgoDKtH8vEahMnHDy.1


Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
Kevin Curty
﻿Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone
Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
﻿Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin
Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard﻿
Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks
Cathryn Buckley, sister of Judy Howes
John Richard, brother of Rodney Richard

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

Our prelude and postlude are both by Florence Beatrice Price (1887-
1953), the first black woman in the United States to be recognized as a
major composer. She graduated with honors from the prestigious New
England Conservatory of Music, and was much admired by the great
contralto Marian Anderson, who frequently included her spiritual
arrangements on recital programs. Price was a fine organist, and her
"Triumphal March"--long thought to be lost--was just recently
rediscovered....in Italy!

The son of a British admiral, Sir Henry Williams Baker (1821-77) was
the editor of Hymns Ancient and Modern, whose publication in 1861 laid
the groundwork for the great Anglican tradition of congregational singing
which has continued to the present day. Sir Henry paired his text for "O
Praise Ye The Lord"--our opening hymn--with a rousing tune by Sir
Charles H. H. Parry, the director of the Royal College of Music in
London. 

Thomas Dorsey (1899-1993), the author/composer of our sequence
hymn, "Precious Lord, Take My Hand," was born in a small rural town
near Atlanta. In 1919 he moved to Chicago which was the center of his
activity as a performer, composer/lyricist and Christian evangelist for the
remainder of his life. Most of his musical training was in the church, but
he also studied and played jazz and blues which he later combined with
religious texts, giving birth to gospel music. The last words that Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. spoke before he was assassinated were to Ben
Branch, the well-known black bandleader who was to provide the music
that night at a prayer meeting. They would sing a special song since it
was his favorite. "Ben, don't forget to play "Precious Lord" in the
meeting tonight. Play it for me. Play it real pretty."

“Rock of Ages” was written by the Anglican cleric Augustus M.
Toplady (1740-1778), with music by Thomas Hastings. This very
personal hymn uses pronouns such as I and me rather



than we and our,focusing on individual salvation. Legend says that
Toplady wrote the hymn during a stormy incident in England. While
traveling along the gorge in Burrington Combe in North Somerset, he
was caught in a fierce storm and took shelter in a gap in the gorge, where
he wrote the original lyrics. Some disagree on whether the event actually
occurred; nevertheless, the rock is now marked with a plaque that reads:
“Rock of Ages: This rock derives its name from the well known hymn
written about 1762 by the Rev A M Toplady who was inspired whilst
sheltering in this cleft during a storm.”
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