Opening wide our doors and hearts
in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, February 1, 2026
9:00 a.m.

Monthly Breakfast
after the Sunday Liturgy

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found_here.
Coffee hour will be held after the mass, with breakfast served.

This Sunday's Ministers:

Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer

Ms. Emily Hickey & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector

Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Usher

Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer



https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/6010fac3-0a30-48f8-bd59-1e3955175b81.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/be92c436-3a94-4c04-9226-c7f4de09eb8c.pdf?rdr=true

Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin Ms. Meredith Tipton, Counters
Anita Chandler, Patty Lamb, Bob Simmons, Breakfast Hosts

From the Rector
Dear Friends,

On Tuesday, for the second time this month, I sat for most of the day
in a courtroom at the Cumberland County Courthouse, waiting too see
if I would be selected for jury duty. As it turns out, I was not called
and will not receive notification for another five years.

When [ shared with others that I had to report for jury duty, the almost
universal reaction of people was to express sympathy for me, with
hopes that I would not need to serve. I felt similarly.

As I sat through each day with over 100 other people, my attitude
changed. I was struck by the seriousness with which everyone in the
room approached our time together. Different judges on each of the
days reminded us of our civic responsibility. Those two judges, the
court staff, attorneys, and we potential jurors all treated each other
with respect. More than once we were reminded that we were there to
ensure fair and just trials for those accused of crimes. It was clear that
all of us there were citizens of Maine, focused on a common
endeavor, even if it was not one we voluntarily chose.

In a season of increasing civil strife, I was reassured that guardrails
that have been erected for the just administration of laws were secure
and in place, at least at this very local level. Yes, I can say I was
relieved that my schedule will not be disrupted by a possible long
trial. But had I been selected, I realized I would have served willingly
and even gladly, grateful for the chance to maintain and strengthen
the bonds of civic virtue.

Faithfully,
Fr. Tom

Exterior Stone Repairs Resume at Church

The company that will complete the repointing and repair of our
exterior stone walls has begun their work this week. You will note




scaffolding around parts of the building, including the front entrance.

Please use the undercroft door on Alton Street or the elevator to
enter the church this Sunday. The front entrance will not be open.

This much needed work will ensure that the outside "envelope" of the
building will last and maintain its beautiful appearance. The work is
being paid for from funds from our Capital Campaign, and from some
of our parish's investment funds designated for building repairs which
up until now have been held by the diocesan Board of Trustees.

Update on Pastoral Needs for Parishioners and Neighbors

The recent enforcement efforts by ICE and other federal authorities
have resulted in some of our friends needing to avoid going to work
or out for errands such as groceries. We are helping these persons who
are here legally and yet concerned for their safety.

Thank you for your responding to requests for assistance.

If you volunteered to provide transportation: you will be contacted
if and when a need arises.

If you volunteered to make chicken stews/casseroles, either by
yourself or as a group: The need has currently been met, and we do
not need to provide more meals now. If you already made a casserole,
it can be brought to St. Luke’s Cathedral. If you have already bought
ingredients, please freeze what is necessary and store shelf stable
ingredients - there may be a need in the future.

The group cooking orginally scheduled for this coming Thursday will
not be occuring.

Other Ways to Assist:

The Diocese has set up an Emergency Fund to assist persons
throughout the diocese who have been affected, whether it is with
rent, legal fees, groceries, or other needs. You can make donations
here.

Grocery cards for Hannafords can be purchased in $50 or $100
amounts - if you buy some and give them to the rector, he will see
that they get to parishioners who need them.



https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5PN/campaign/C-1687X

Food For All is a non profit here in Portland that provides culturally
appropriate foods to Maine’s immigrant and low income
communities. They are currently in need of rice and beans, which can
be dropped off at their site - 72 Paris Street in Portland.

Diocesan Compline Being Offered on Mondays at 7 PM

As we move through these weeks of challenge for parishioners and
friends who are New Mainers, the diocese is offering a weekly
Compline service on Monday evenings on Zoom. You can join the
service each week here.

Highlights of Annual Meeting

The parish met for its annual meeting on Sunday January 25th.
Ministry reports were received, the 2026 budget approved by the
Vestry was presented and reviewed, and an update on the search
process was given by committee chair Thora Easton.

Officers and vestry members were elected:
For One Year Terms:

Senior Warden: Anita Chandler
Junior Warden: Wayne Franklin

Treasurer: Bob Simmons
Clerk: Kathleen McCormick

Vestry Members for Three Year Terms:

Thora Easton
Tom Ainsworth
Allison Schroth

We are grateful to Linda Foster for her service as a vestry member, as
her term ended at annual meeting.

Diocesan Convention delegates elected were:
Anita Chandler
Lenita Richard

John Gorham was recognized with the Spirit of St. Peter’s Award,
recognizing his faithful service to the parish, including making sure
that we have flowers on the altar every Sunday, that the candles are



https://www.youtube.com/@episcopalmaine

always filled, and for ensuring that we worship in the beauty of
holiness.

A Lenten Quiet Day with
Fr. Martin Smith on
Saturday February 28th:

Time for Some "Holy
Cancelation"

Fr. Martin Smith will lead a quiet morning of meditation and
reflection at St. Peter's on Saturday, February 28th, from 9 am to 1
pm. He describes the foucs for the day here:

"The two New Testament words that we translate as forgive, actually
mean ‘to cancel’ and ‘to let go.’ Lent is specially a time when we




celebrate God’s constantly renewed cancelation of everything that
puts us in the wrong. And it is the season when we seek the Spirit’s
help to do our own timely work of holy cancellation. Forgiving
others, and letting go of resentment. Canceling our ‘subscriptions’ to
ideas and authorities that the gospel shows to be false. Canceling
those inner voices that distract us from the love of God. Join us for a
quiet morning of reflection and prayer in which we will receive
guidance for the holy ‘cancel culture’ we foster as disciples of
Christ."

Spread the word - the day is open to all in and beyond our parish.

Compline

Compline will meet on Wednesday, February 4th at its usual time,
7:00 PM.

Connect with our gathering then by clicking the Zoom link here.

This Week at St. Peter’s
This Week at St. Peter’s
Diocesan Compline, Mon. Feb. 2nd, 7 pm on Diocese of Maine You Tube
Search Committee, Tue. Feb. 3rd, 6:30 pm on Zoom
Compline, Wed. Feb. 4th, 7 pm on Zoom

Coming Up at St. Peter’s
Ash Wednesday, Wed. February 18th, 12 noon and 7 pm
A Lenten Quiet Day with Fr. Martin Smith, Sat. Feb. 28th, 9am - 1pm

Sunday Minister Rota for February

February 1, 2026

Mr. Galen Weibley, Crucifer

Ms. Emily Hickey & Mr. Jake Mahon, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Jan Tracy, Lector

Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Usher

Mr. Clayton Hickey, Videographer

Ms. Judy Howes, Altar Guild

Mr. Wayne Franklin Ms. Meredith Tipton, Counters

Anita Chandler, Patty Lamb, Bob Simmons, Breakfast Hosts

February 8, 2026



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85668251959?pwd=xzWwCrLSfOE4svgoDKtH8vEahMnHDy.1

Mr. Tom Ainsworth, Crucifer

Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Will Estrella, Usher

Mr. Bob Simmons, Videographer

Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild

Mr. Rich Price Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters

February 15, 2026

Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer

Ms. Anne Whitman & , Eucharistic Ministers

Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher

Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer & Altar Guild

Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters
Ms. Anita Chandler & Ms. Jane Noone, Coffee Hour Hosts

February 22, 2026

Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer

Ms. Emily Keniston & Mr. Steve Booth, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Anita Chandler, Usher

Mr. Will Estrella, Videographer

Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild

Ms. Anita Chandler & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice

Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler

Mary Ann Hoy
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone

Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
Kevin Curty
Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth




Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom

Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes

Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice

David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin

Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin

Beth, friend of Lee Walters

Pam, friend of Anita Chandler

The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone

Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth

Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood

Grace, family member of Jessie Vega

Kay Greoss, friend of Jane Noone

Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler
Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey

Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney

Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin

Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes

Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood

Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler

Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin

Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard
Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks

Cathryn Buckley, sister of Judy Howes

John Richard, brother of Rodney Richard

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

A Prayer for Those We Love

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com

From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

Born in Wisconsin in 1895, Walter Zimmerman served in France during World
War I and afterward, settled in Chicago where he was the keyboardist (organ,
piano, harpsichord) for the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. A prolific composer
during his lifetime, he is known today largely because of his short tone poem for
organ, heard as this morning's prelude. Given his war-time service in France, the
"cathedral" which inspired the work is presumably Notre Dame, in Paris.

"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and
glory forever and ever" (I Timothy 1:17) is the basis for today's opening hymn of
pure praise. The rollicking rhythm of the Welsh melody leads to the climactic
poetic thought of God being invisible only because He is hidden by the splendor
of light.

Charles Wesley's “Jesus, lover of my soul” foreshadows famous hymns on a
related theme including “Rock of Ages” (1776) by Augustus M. Toplady, and
“Abide with me” (1847) by Henry Francis Lyte. Like these hymns, “Jesus, lover
of my soul” has attracted a number of stories. Some have tried to connect the sea
images in the hymn to the tumultuous voyage of the Wesley brothers to America
in 1736. Rather than focusing on the circumstances surrounding the poem’s
composition, there can be no doubt as to its influence and popularity on this side
of the Atlantic Ocean. Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1877), the great American
preacher, stated: “I would rather have written this hymn of Wesley’s than to have
the fame of all the kings that ever sat on earth.”

Composer, arranger, pianist, organist, and conductor, Ovid Young was born in
Portsmouth, Ohio in 1940. His parents were devotees of Classical literature and
named their first son after the great Roman poet. As a composer and

arranger, Young published hundreds of works, including many pieces of church
music. He also composed the orchestral scores to several feature-length films. As
a conductor, he appeared as guest conductor with many prominent ensembles,
including the English Chamber Orchestra, the Seoul (Korea) Philharmonic, the
Danish Radio Symphony, the Florida Philharmonic, and the symphonies of
Pittsburgh, Denver, Phoenix, and Nashville. Ovid Young died on August 24,
2014. ~HT

St. Peter's Episcopal Church | 10 Alton Street | Portland, ME 04101 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice



https://stpetersepiscopalportme.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=bdda4954-99a3-4aa6-8364-8e41dc5b743e
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=bdda4954-99a3-4aa6-8364-8e41dc5b743e

