
Opening wide our doors and hearts
﻿in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior

The First Sunday after the Epiphany﻿
﻿The Baptism of Our Lord﻿
﻿Sunday, January 11, 2026﻿

﻿9:00 a.m.

Join us in person for our service. Or join us by going to our
livestream on the St. Peter's YouTube page here.

The worship leaflet can be found here.

Coffee hour will be held after the mass. As we do not have a
coffee hour host, you are welcome to bring something to share.

﻿This Sunday's Ministers:
January 11, 2026
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Janene Gorham, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Will Estrella, Videographer

https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine/streams
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/ec080452-168c-4775-8a1e-890e1f04b917.pdf?rdr=true


Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin & Ms. Merredith Tipton, Counters
Parishioners bring Refreshments, Coffee Hour Hosts

From the Rector

Dear Friends,

A noted in this week’s worship leaflet, we are about to enter one of
two “Ordinary Times” in the liturgical year. This first occurs between
Christmas and Lent, and the second is a longer season, running from
Pentecost to Advent. While the liturgical color will be green, this
Sunday it remains white as, we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The term “ordinary” comes from the use of “ordinal” having to do
with numbers in sequential orders. With the two seasons combined,
the number of Sundays in Ordinary Time amount to 33 or 34 Sundays
a year, the majority of Sundays on which we will gather.

Of course, the term does not mean to suggest that everything that is
happening during these seasons is ordinary. We are living through
extraordinary times. Whether we consider what is happening
nationally, globally, or even in the closer environment of our parish,
where we will be engaging in a transition of leadership in the next
few months, so much is changing, and so much around us seems
anything but ordinary.

In the midst of all that change, we gather each week to hear again and
again what does not change: the Good News of God proclaimed to us
and embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Every Sunday, whatever the season, we are given the extraordinary
opportunity to gather, to worship, and to be fed by the Word spoken
and the Word broken in our midst. Yes, a season of ordinary time
begins for us. May it continue to be a time of recognizing the
extraordinary and mystical presence of God in our midst.

Faithfully, Fr. Tom

Coffee Hour this Sunday



We ask that you bring something to share, if able, as no one is a
designated host this week. Thank you.

A Reminder to Be Aware of Scam Attempts

Our parish is not alone in being subjected to scammers trying to
obtain funds or information. Another local parish's members recently
received requests, supposedly from a staff member, to send a digital
copy of the parish directory. Scammers were seeking to get contact
information for all the members.

Our parish directory is for use by parishioners only. We do not
distribute it digitally, and you should not share a hard copy in any
way with others beyond the parish.

Remember: you will never receive an email, text, or phone message
from any staff member or leader of our parish asking for you to
provide any kind of emergency or private financial assistance, such as
helping out by sending gift cards. Also resist emails requesting
personal information or contact information about persons in the
parish.

If an email at all sounds suspicious, check the sender's address - they
often create an address that sounds like one of us, but is not the ones
we use. And do not open any attachments or documents unless you
are certain it is coming from a reliable source.

We have sent these reminders before, but the attempts keep coming
and are becoming more sophisticated. Thank you for your care about
this.

Directory Update Coming

Speaking of the parish directory, we will be updating it at the end of
this month. Please notify Bob Simmons at:
treasurerstpetersport@gmail.com if you have a change of address or
phone number. You can also speak to him at church if you prefer.

Last Call for Nominations



At our Annual Meeting in January, we will be electing church officers
and members of the vestry. Are you interested in serving as a vestry
member? This is the governing body for our church. the vestry
oversees the spiritual, financial, and program life of the parish. Vestry
members usually serve for a three year term. They meet on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm on Zoom. If you feel God might
be calling you to this ministry, please speak to a member of the
Nominating Committee: Lorna Blackmer, Anita Chandler, or Fr. Tom.

Vestry Budget Meeting on Tuesday January 13th

The vestry will meet on Tuesday, January 13th at 6:30 pm on Zoom to
finalize and approve the 2026 budget. In the Episcopal Church, only
the vestry has the authority to approve budgets. The final budget will
be presented for review at the Annual Meeting. If changes are desired
at that time, it will be the vestry's responsibility to assess and decide
on any changes.

Of course, all are welcome to provide input. If you wish to attend the
meeting, the Zoom link is here.

Remember that knowing the total amount pledged by parishioners for
2026 is very helpful to the vestry in planning for the new year. Our
current pledge total for 2026 comes from 42 individuals or
families totaling $80,612 contibuting toward a budget that will
likely be just over $225,000 for expenses.

If you have not yet made a pledge, it is not too late to do so! Find a
pledge form here or at church.

Annual Meeting Set for January 25th

Our parish Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th after
the 9 am mass. At this meeting, we review our ministries of the past
year, elect church officers and vestry members, and review the 2026
budget that has been approved by the vestry. Those who wish to
become members of the parish are also invited to sign the parish
register at the meeting.

All are welcome to attend; only church members vote on matters
before the annual meeting. For the coffee hour, you are invited to

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81519121324
https://files.constantcontact.com/674af8dd901/e8235304-707f-4275-a79e-6f338a0de6b5.pdf?rdr=true


bring a treat to share.

Compline

Compline will resume on Wednesday, January 14th at its usual time,
7:00 PM.

Connect with our gathering then by clicking the Zoom link here.

This Week at St. Peter’s
﻿

Youth Service Corps Sledding Party, Sun. Jan. 11th, 2:30 at
Seacoast Adventure Park

St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tue. Jan. 13th, 8:30-11 am,
﻿St. Luke’s

Vestry Budget Review and Approval, Tue. Jan. 13th, 6:30 pm, Zoom
Compline, Wed. Jan. 14th at 7 pm on Zoom

 
Coming Up at St. Peter’s

Annual Meeting, Sun. Jan. 25th, after the service, Undercroft
 

Sunday Minister Rota for January

January 11, 2026
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Keniston & Ms. Lenita Richard, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Janene Gorham, Lector
Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher
Mr. Will Estrella, Videographer
Ms. Anne Whitman, Altar Guild
Mr. Wayne Franklin & Ms. Merredith Tipton, Counters
Parishioners bring Refreshments, Coffee Hour Hosts

January 18, 2026
Mr. Steven Koskinen, Crucifer
Ms. Anne Whitman and Mr. Galen Weibley, Eucharistic Ministers
Mr. Fred Fowler, Lector
Mr. Will Estrella, Usher
Mr. Robert Simmons, Videographer
Ms. Lenita Richard, Altar Guild
Ms. Anita Chandler& Mr. Jonathan McCormick, Counters

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/85668251959?pwd=xzWwCrLSfOE4svgoDKtH8vEahMnHDy.1


The Hickey Family, Coffee Hour Hosts

January 25, 2026
Mr. Jake Mahon, Crucifer
Ms. Emily Keniston and Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers
Ms. Cynthia Sherwood, Lector & Usher
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild
Ms. Lenita Richard & Mr. Garrett Keniston, Counters
Parishioners Bring Refreshments, Annual Meeting Coffee Hour

Weekly Prayer List

Prayers For Parishioners, Families, and Friends

Ann Marie Cady
Allison Schroth
Francisco Andreu
Diane Dalton
Dino Rice
Robert Stillings
Pat Fowler
Mary Ann Hoy 
Barbara Vessey
Fred Madore
Alan Biagiotti
Jane Noone
Marc Lombe and family
Linda Foster
Garrett Keniston
Kevin Curty
﻿Paul Loven

Peter Haskell, friend of Allison Schroth
Martha Gagliardi, friend of Fr. Tom
Tommy Valente, friend of Don and Ann Marie Cady
Jane Reiha, friend of Judy Howes
Stephen and Rebecca Seraniche, friends of Dino Rice
Marge Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Jimmy Devine, family member of Allison Schroth
Fuji Sprott, friend of Dino Rice
David Turner, cousin of Craig Mousin
Tammy, friend of Craig Mousin
Beth, friend of Lee Walters
Pam, friend of Anita Chandler
The Kutasi Family, friends of Allison Schroth 
Janet Blessing, neighbor of Jane Noone



Kelly Marie Bell, friend of Allison Schroth 
Earle, friend of Cindy Sherwood 
Grace, family member of Jessie Vega
Kay Gross, friend of Jane Noone 
Lisa Gorham, daughter of John & Janene Gorham
Gerald and Anita Talbot, friends of Anita Chandler 
﻿Peter Munro, brother of Emily Hickey
Todd Cheney, father of Matt Cheney
Jay Sprout, friend of Tom Mousin
Sandy Woolley, friend of Judy Howes
Amanda and Chris Conant, friends of Jane Noone
Pam, friend of Cindy Sherwood
Michael King, friend of Anita Chandler
Amy Carter, friend of Fred and Priscila Madore
Norma and Joe Kennedy, friends of Jane Noone
Mary Jo Floyd, relative of Fr. Tom Mousin
Frank Beal, friend of Lenita and Rodney Richard﻿
Mary Lou Toye, aunt of the McCormicks
Cathryn Buckley, sister of Judy Howes
John Richard, brother of Rodney Richard

If you wish to add or return persons to the prayer list, please contact our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Allison Schroth: 207-807-1315, Aschroth207@gmail.com
or
Emma Bond: 207-619-3662, emma.e.bond@gmail.com

                
A Prayer for Those We Love
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing
care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are
doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
From The Book of Common Prayer

NOTES ON THIS SUNDAY'S MUSIC

"How Firm A Foundation" is a hymn so well known and loved that Andrew
Jackson requested it as he lay on his deathbed, and Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson both asked that it be sung at their funerals. It was sung on
Christmas morning, 1898, by American troops engaged in the Spanish-
American war, and since it was popular in both north and south during the
Civil War, Robert E. Lee, like T.R. and Wilson, asked that it be sung at his
funeral. The exact origin of the rousing tune is unknown, but it first appeared

mailto:Aschroth207@gmail.com
mailto:emma.e.bond@gmail.com


in the collection called The Sacred Harp, published in
1844.                                                                       

Our Sequence Hymn, "Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized" was written
in 1973 by Episcopal priest, Virginia native, and prolific hymn author, F.
Bland Tucker in response to a request for a hymn text for the Baptism of our
Lord. Dr. Tucker was 78 years old at the time and had not penned a hymn in
about 20 years. Despite his doubts, the effort proved successful, and his fine
text is paired with the 17th century tune, Caithness, which is named for a
remote county in Scotland.

The author of our offertory hymn,  Christopher Wordsworth, nephew of the
great lake-poet, William Wordsworth--was born in 1807. He was educated at
Winchester, and at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he graduated B.A.,
with high honors, in 1830. He served as a parish priest with great distinction,
and in 1868 was elected Bishop of Lincoln, a post he held until shortly before
his death in 1885. 
 
Both the text and tune of "Shall We Gather at The River" were written by Dr.
Robert Lowry during the Civil War and while a heat wave and epidemic were
making life miserable and, in many cases, deadly, for the citizens of New
York City. Dr. Lowry later recalled:
 
“One afternoon in July 1864, when I was pastor at Hanson Place Baptist
Church, Brooklyn, the weather was oppressively hot, and I was lying on a
lounge in a state of physical exhaustion. I was almost incapable of bodily
exertion, and my imagination began to take to itself wings. Visions of the
future passed before me with startling vividness. The imagery of the
apocalypse took the form of a tableau. Brightest of all were the throne, the
heavenly river and the gathering of the saints. My soul seemed to take new
life from that celestial outlook. As I mused the words began to construct
themselves. They came first as a question of Christian inquiry. ‘Shall we
gather?’ Then they broke out in chorus, as an answer of Christian faith, ‘Yes,
we’ll gather.’ On this question and answer the hymn developed itself. The
music came with the hymn."

Gordon Young (1919-98) was born in Kansas and educated at the famed
Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. He spent much of his professional
career in Detroit, where he served as organist of the historic First
Presbyterian Church. He was an active recitalist, teacher and lecturer, and
was one of America's most prolific composers: at one point, he had nearly a
thousand compositions in print. The "Carillon-Toccata" was one of his
favorite pieces...and mine, too!~HT
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