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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
The Feast of St. Francis 

In the Season of Creation 
October 3, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. 

 
As the altar candles are lit prior to the service and the chimes are heard, 

we are invited to observe a time of quiet, to gather our hearts in a spirit of prayer. 
The people’s responses are in bold print.  

Music for the hymns can be found in the blue book in the pew racks, The Hymnal 1982 
 
Welcome                                     The Rev. Myrna Koonce 
 
Prelude   Prelude:   Prelude in C minor BWV 549  "Arnstadt"  Johann Sebastian Bach 
  
All stand for the                                                                                                                                                           
Opening Hymn  #405 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”    The Hymnal 1982 
 
Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful, 
the Lord God made them all. 
 
1. Each little flower that opens, 
each little bird that sings, 
he made their glowing colors, 
he made their tiny wings. Refrain: 
 
2. The purple-headed mountain, 
the river running by, 
the sunset, and the morning 
that brightens up the sky, Refrain: 

 
 
3. The cold wind in the winter, 
the pleasant summer sun, 
the ripe fruits in the garden, 
he made them every one. Refrain: 
 
4. He gave us eyes to see them, 
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty, 
who has made all things well. Refrain: 
 
 
 

 
All remain standing for the 
Opening Acclamation  
Presider             Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People               And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
All pray 
The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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We join our voices with all of creation in offering our praise to God as we sing 
 
The Song of Praise    #376   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” VS. 2                  The Hymnal 1982 

 
All thy works with joy surround thee, 
  earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
  center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
  blooming meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
  call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Presider The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you. 
Presider    Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 
  this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your 
               whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and  

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 People   Amen. 

All are seated for 
The Lessons 
The First Lesson      Job 39:1–18       Mr. Terry Foster 

"Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you observe the calving of the deer? Can you 
number the months that they fulfil, and do you know the time when they give birth, when they crouch 
to give birth to their offspring, and are delivered of their young? Their young ones become strong, they 
grow up in the open; they go forth, and do not return to them. 
 
"Who has let the wild ass go free? Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, to which I have given the 
steppe for its home, the salt land for its dwelling-place? It scorns the tumult of the city; it does not hear 
the shouts of the driver. It ranges the mountains as its pasture, and it searches after every green thing. 
 
"Is the wild ox willing to serve you? Will it spend the night at your crib? Can you tie it in the furrow 
with ropes, or will it harrow the valleys after you? Will you depend on it because its strength is great, 
and will you hand over your labour to it? Do you have faith in it that it will return, and bring your grain 
to your threshing-floor? 
 
"The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, though its pinions lack plumage. For it leaves its eggs to the earth, and 
lets them be warmed on the ground, forgetting that a foot may crush them, and that a wild animal may 
trample them. It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its own; though its labour should be in 
vain, yet it has no fear; because God has made it forget wisdom, and given it no share in understanding. 
When it spreads its plumes aloft, it laughs at the horse and its rider." 
 
Lector  The Word of the Lord.       People Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm  Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the /hills;  
from where is my help to /come? 
2 My help comes from the /LORD,  
the maker of heaven and /earth. 
 
3 He will not let your foot be /moved  
and he who watches over you will not fall a/sleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over /Israel  
shall neither slumber nor /sleep; 
 
5 The LORD himself watches over /you;  
the LORD is your shade at your right /hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by /day,  
nor the moon by /night. 
 
7 The LORD shall preserve you from all /evil;  
it is he who shall keep you /safe. 
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming /in,  
from this time forth for ever/more.

The Second Lesson   Acts 4:32-35, 5:1-11 
 
The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership 
of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

 But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property; with his wife’s 
knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
“Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of 
the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, 
were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You did 
not lie to us but to God!” Now when Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear 
seized all who heard of it. The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and buried 
him.  
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After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter said to her, 
“Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land for such and such a price.” And she said, “Yes, that 
was the price.” Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the 
Lord to the test? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry 
you out.” Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the young men came in they found her 
dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. And great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard of these things. 

Lector                The Word of the Lord.    People                Thanks be to God.  
 
All stand to sing the 
Sequence Hymn #593 “Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace"   The Hymnal 1982               
 
1. Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
where there is hate, may we sow love; 
where there is hurt, may we forgive; 
where there is strife, may we make one. 
 
2. Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
where all is night, may we sow light; 
where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

3. Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
to be consoled, but to console, 
nor look to understanding hearts, 
but look for hearts to understand. 
 
4. May we not look for love’s return, 
but seek to love unselfishly, 
for in our giving we receive, 
and in forgiving are forgiven. 

 
5. Dying, we live, and are reborn 
through death’s dark night to endless day: 
 

 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 
to wake at last in heaven’s light. 
 

All remain standing for the 
Gospel         Luke 12: 13-21  
 
Deacon            The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.     
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 
But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, 
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: 
I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I 
will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But 
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 

Deacon    The Gospel of the Lord.         
People      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Homily                                                                                                        The Rev. Myrna Koonce 
 
After a period of silence, all stand for the  
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Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified  
  under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
  the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of      
   life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son  
  he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic  
  and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
  for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All are seated or kneel for the 
Prayers of the People  
The Leader and People pray responsively.   The people respond with “hear our prayer” 
	
Eternal God: 
We thank you for the beauty of the World: for the teeming life of the seas, the flight of birds, and the diversity 
of animal life. Grant us grace to treat Creation with respect and care; to protect endangered species, to preserve 
the variety of habitats, and to honor the delicate balance of nature. Pause. 

God of life: hear our prayer. 
 
We thank you for the wealth of blessings from land and sea; for the power of wind, and the warmth of sun. 
We pray for the nations of the earth. Give us the will to cherish this planet and to use its resources sustainably 
for the welfare of all. Pause. 

God of justice: hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the faithful witness of the Church, called to reconcile and heal; for this parish and for our clergy, 
Emily and Myrna. From our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Peter's, Portland, St. Aidan's, Machias, and 
for Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe. Pause. 

God of grace: hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the human family.  We exult in our diversity and giftedness, we repent of our sins, divisions and 
violence. By the power of your Spirit, restore your image within us. As every human being is known and loved 
by you, may we care for one another with love and respect. Pause. 

 God of grace: hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those you have commended to our care.  From our parish prayer list we pray for Ann Marie Cady, 
Allison Schroth, Francisco Andreu, Diane Dalton, Dino Rice, Robert Stillings, Pat and Fred Fowler, and for 
those we now name silently or aloud.  Pause. 

God of compassion: hear our prayer. 
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We pray for those who have died, whom we entrust to your eternal love; may we support and comfort those 
who mourn.  Pause. 

God of grace: hear our prayer. 
 
Presider offers a collect 
People  Amen. 
 
The Presider then bids the 
Confession 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    
Silence may be kept.
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen

The Presider offers  
The Absolution 
All stand for the Peace.  
Peace 
Presider   The peace of the Lord be always with you.        
People   And also with you.  
 
The Offertory Sentence  

 
The Offertory Hymn   #656 “Blest Are the Pure in Heart”  The Hymnal 1982 
 
1. Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ’s abode. 
 
2. The Lord, who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell in lowliness with us, 
our pattern and our King; 

 
3. he to the lowly soul 
will still himself impart 
and for his dwelling and his throne 
will choose the pure in heart. 
 
4. Lord, we thy presence seek; 
may ours this blessing be; 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple fit for thee. 

 
The Presentation Hymn  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;    
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

During the Offertory Hymn, the people’s offerings are received. General offerings for the church’s 
ministries may be placed in the larger offering plate, and offerings for the Project Feed Food 
Pantry may be placed in the smaller plate. General offerings can also be made using the Venmo 
QR code. 
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The Great Thanksgiving     
The Sursum Corda 

 
The Presider continues with the Preface, inviting all to join in praying 
 
The Sanctus                      

  

 
The People kneel or sit. The Presider continues giving thanks to God on behalf of the people, and invites all to join in the 
Memorial Acclamation 
All Christ has died;  

Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again. 
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The Presider continues, concluding with 
By Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, 
now and for ever.    
All  Amen.                                                  

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say; 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
         and the power, and the glory,  
         for ever and ever. Amen.

 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 
After a period of silence, all join in singing the 
Fraction Anthem      #S 155                        The Hymnal 1982 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
The Administration of Communion  
All are invited to come forward as directed by the user and stand or kneel at the altar rail to receive communion. Please let an usher know if you 
would like to receive communion in your pew. Gluten-free consecrated bread is available; simply ask the priest when you are being served if you 
would like one. 
 
Those who cannot be with us to partake in communion in person are invited to pray the  
Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of 
grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot 
at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace 
you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this 
life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
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The Postcommunion Prayer  
  
Presider Let us pray. 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
        you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
              and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
              Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
              to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

All stand for the  
Blesssing 
 
Hymn in Procession    # 397 Now Thank We All Our God”   The Hymnal 1982
 
1. Now thank we all our God, 
with heart, and hands, and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, 
in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mother’s arms 
hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 

2. O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us! 
With ever-joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in his grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next.

 
3. All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 
the Son, and him who reigns 
with them in highest heaven, 
eternal, Triune God, 
whom earth and heaven adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be, evermore. 

 
The Dismissal   
Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, and all of Creation. 
People   Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude   Postlude: Fugue in C minor  BWV 549 "Arnstadt"  Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

Ministers Serving Today 
The People of God, called to be St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Celebrants 

The Rev. Myrna Koonce, Presider & Preacher 
The Rev. Emily Keniston, Deacon 

Mr. Sheldon Gaard, Organist 
Mr. Terry Foster, Lector 
Mr. Fred Fowler, Crucifer 

Ms. Anne Whitman & Ms. Janene Gorham, Eucharistic Ministers 
Mr. Terry Foster, Lector 

Mr. Bob Simmons, Usher 
Ms. Lenita Richard, Videographer 
Ms. Janene Gorham, Altar Guild 

Mr. Jonathan McCormick & Ms. Anita Chandler, Counters 
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Announcements 
 
Welcome to all of you joining us this afternoon. If you are new to St. Peter’s and want to learn more 
about us, please fill out one of the pew cards and place in the offering plate or give to an usher. You also can 
contact our priest, Rev. Myrna Koonce at: stpetersrevkoonce@gmail.com. 
 
Offering our gifts to God is part of our worship whenever we gather. Offerings are received during the 
Offertory. You may also mail your gift to: St. Peter’s Church, 10 Alton Street Portland, ME 04103, or you 
can give online directly to St. Peter’s by going to our website. Offerings can also be made through Venmo. 
See the back page of this leaflet for information about Venmo. The second offering plate is for donations to 
Project Feed, our local emergency food pantry. 
 
Join us for a Spaghetti dinner in the undercroft after Mass. 

 
This Week at St. Peter’s 

Compline, Wednesday, Oct. 7, 7 pm, Zoom  
 

Coming Up at St. Peter’s  
St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry, Tue. Oct. 13, 8:30-11 am 

Harvest Home Dinner, Sat. Oct. 17th, at 6 pm 
Harvest Home Festive Eucharist, Sun.  Oct. 18th, at 9 am 
Youth Service Corps, Sun. Oct.18, 12-2 pm, St. Luke’s 

Vestry, Tue. Oct. 27, 6:30-8:30 pm, Zoom 
 

 
NOTES ON THIS AFTERNOON'S MUSIC 
 
This prelude and postlude were written when Bach was just around 20 years old and had started his new job at 
the New Church in Arnstadt, Germany.  Like many Bach preludes, this prelude starts with a pedal solo. The 
fugue that is our postlude today stands out from other fugues in that it mixes improvisation along with the 
fugue form. Its severe nature may be related to the turbulent nature of Bach's relationship with the church 
management. Some accounts describe brawls that happened! ~SG 
 
All music licensed for print and streaming through One License #A-738681 
Prayers of the People adapted from riteplanning.com.   Used with Permission. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine 

The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown, Bishop 
The Rev. Myrna Koonce, Priest in Charge 

The Rev. Emily Keniston, Transitional Deacon  
Mr. Bruno Mbongo Sexton 
678 Washington Avenue 

Mailing Address: 10 Alton Street Portland, Maine 04103 
(207) 775-1179

Office email: stpetersoffice10@gmail.com                               
Website: stpetersepiscopalportme.org 
Facebook page: facebook.com/stpetersport                            
 You Tube: @StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine 
Venmo:  @stpetersespicopalportland                

mailto:stpetersoffice10@gmail.com
http://www.stpetersepiscopalportme.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersport
https://www.youtube.com/@StPetersEpiscopalPortlandMaine
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

A Rite for the Blessing of Meditation Garden and Animals 
October 3, 2026 

    
The people gather by the garden to be blessed. 

 
 
   Presider     Blessed be the God of all creation. 
   People     For in your goodness you make all things new. 
 
   Presider     The Lord be with you. 
   People     And also with you. 
    
   Presider    Let us pray. 
     Gracious God, you open wide your hand and give of your goodness to all living things. 

Renew the face of the earth and increase the sustainable harvests of the world, that the land 
may bring forth enough for all, and your people may share justly and give honor to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
   
  The Blessing of the Garden 
 
  Lector 1            God, whose Spirit moved over the deep: We thank you for the gift of water. Bless the water 

on the ground and under the ground, and the waters that fall from the sky, that this garden 
may flourish and bear good fruit; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
  Lector 2 God, who alone provides seed for the sower and bread for the eater, you have taught 
 us to ask of you our daily bread: Bless the sowing of seed this year, grant fertility 
 to the soil, and strengthen the hands of the gardeners who till it, that through their 
 labor your people may be nourished; through Jesus Christ, the bread of life. Amen. 

 
The Presider and People then say together 

Holy One:  
Bless and protect this garden  
and all who keep it. 
Strengthen and uphold them in their 
labor, that these plants may bear good 
fruit and our care for the earth may 
witness to your love and justice; in the 
name of the Creator, Word, and Spirit. 
Amen. 
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The Blessing of Each Animal 
 
Presider blesses each animal presented with these words:   
 
N., May God who created and preserves you bless, defend, heal, and keep you, this day and always. Amen. 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. God of all creation: We give you thanks and praise. Open our eyes to see your hand at work in all 
creation. May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, God our Redeemer, now and for ever. Amen 
 
The Presider and People say together this Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 
Deacon                    Let us bless the Lord. 
People                     Thanks be to God 


